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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 


The Indian national movement has been a favourite 
subject with historians, Indian and foreign, both before and 
after 1947. Quite a number of important books have been 
written on the subject, the most notable among recent 
works being Dr. R. C. Majumdar’s History Of the Freedom 
Movement In Indufr in three volumes. But diere is always 
room for more on such an inviting subject of wid^ and 
absorbing interest, particularly for a brief and balanced 
account of the movement for the students and general 
readers. The need of such a book in a brief compass has 
long been felt. In that respect this little monograph is 
possibly the first of its kind. I have attempted to give a 
simple but analytical account of the Indian national move¬ 
ment. This, I hope, will help the readers to be familiar 
with the outline of the movement and will arouse their 
interest in the more exhaustive and learned works on the 
subject. 

I am indebted to Dr. P. C. Gupta, Head of the Depart¬ 
ment of History, Jadavpur Umversit>% for encouraging me 
to undertake the work and for his valuable suggestions. I 
am also thankful to Sri Bimalaprosad Mukherjee, Reader 
in History, Jadavpur University, and Sri Ratanlal Chatterjee 
for helping me in many ways. 


Ramkrishnapur, 
Howrah, 
March, 1965. 


Nemai Sadhan Bose 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


The book has been thoroughly revised and enlarged. Con¬ 
siderable amount of additional material has been added 
and the results of recent researches have been incorporated. 
The Select Reading List has been brought upto date. 

I am indebted to my friends and colleagues whose 
thoughtful criticism and suggestions have helped me in 
imprQving the book, both in content and quality. Sri 
Dwijendranath Bose of Ananda Press and Publications has 
taken personal interest in the printing of the book. Sri 
Sobhon Bose and Sri Supratik Bose have prepared the index 
and have helped me in various ways. But they do not 
care for any formal thanksgiving. 


Nemai Saohan Boss 

15 August, 1974. 

94, Ramkrishnapur Lane, 

Howrah-2. 
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Cll A P T E R I 


THE GROWTH OF POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS 


dearth of a unifying sense of nationalism ahd 
patriotic feelings was one of the cogent contributing factors 
to the foundation and consolidation of the British rule in 
India. It may justly be said that before the nineteenth 
century the people in general were mostly callous and 
indifFerent to political changes. There was. no sense of 
imity, no conception of India as a nation or of Indians as 
a race. There was neither any public opinion nor any 
forum to express and ventilate grievances. Even in the 
beginning of the nineteenth century signs of political con¬ 
sciousness in the country were hardly evident. No orga¬ 
nised attempt was made to resist the Government's repres¬ 
sive measures, tyranny and merciless exploitation. Of 
course there was resistance against the British and there 
was reaction against the British rule. Signs of discontent 
and disaffection were discernible. But the struggles of 
various rulers and chieftains against the British rule did 
'not have a nationalist charact^p''^ These lacked genuine 
patriotic feelings and they did not have the broader object 
of the deliverance of the whole country from the foreign 
yoke. Alore laudable and heroic were Ae struggles of dbe 
weavenT and making^, the peasants' revolt against Debi 
Siu^a, Agent of the Zamindar of Dinajpore, the 
peasants* revolt in Bankura, die Choar revolt {1799) 
in Midnapore, the Sannyasi revolt (c. 176(>~-c, 1800) in 
northern Bengal and later the Kol rebellion in Chota 
Na^^mr. Ihe^ revolts, obviously lacking in patriotie 
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fervour and outlook, were caused by economic factors 
and were more spontaneous in character. Though void 
of any national colouring these revolts revealed a discon¬ 
tent against the exploitaion and unbearable tyranny of the 
Company s Government and its ofiBcers. 

Factors The growth of political consciousness, lead- 

ing to the birth of the Indian national move- 
l^wth ment for independence was one of the salient 
of Indian features of die nineteenth century Indian 
nationaism awakening. Significantly, the alien rule itself 
19th Century was basically responsible for tlie growth of 
Indian nationalisn^^ as it is only natural for a subjugated 
country to aspirtT* after and fight for freedom. \^roadly 
speaking, nationalism in India was the product of Western 
impact. It was Western knowledge and education that 
provided the intellectual background to Indian national¬ 
ism. Study of European history and literature made the 
educated Indians familiar with the prevailing spirit of 
democracy, nationalism and liberalism of Europe. Towards 
the end of the eighteenth century the ideas of Montesquieu, 
Western Voltaire, Rousseau, Hume and others began to 

impact reach the Indian shores. These made a pro¬ 

found influence on the inquisitive and responsive Bengali 
middle-class mind. It was Bengal where the British rule 
was first established and English education was first intrO' 
duced. So it was only natural that Bengal was the vanguaixl 
in the growth of political consciousness and agitations in 
India in the nineteenth century. The growtli of political 
consciousness and the beginning of the national movement 
in the nineteenth century may be attributed to a number 


of other factory 

Frortration ’ spread of English education and the 
of «*ducated foundation of the Universities had great jAflu- 
Indians young generation of Indians.f^e 

Universities were producing every year capable, briiBant, 
educated youngmen with ambition and aspirations. But 
suitd^ile employments were not yet available in {flenty. 
The principle oi *'lndianisation’* id service was accepted 


Frustration 
of «*ducated 
lt>d^*>*** 


[la ti] 

i.^ 

ilBan 
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as early as in 1833. A clause of the Act of 1833 provided 
that “No Native of the said Territories, nor any natural- 
born subject of His Majesty resident therein, shall by 
reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour 
or any of them, be disabled from holding any place, office, 
or employment under the said Company”. The same 
principle was re-affirmed in the Proclamation of 1858, where 
it was stated that “so far as may be, ’our subjects of what¬ 
ever race or creed be freely and impartially admitted to 
offices in our service, the duties of which they may be 
qualified by their education, ability and integrity duly to 
discharge.” But these declarations practically remained 
dead letters. Educated Indians fomud the doors to higher 
offices barred. The British Government was reluctant to 
associate Indians with the administration at its highest 
level. Even in the lesser services the experience of the 
Indians was mostly unhappy. They suffered from a sense 
of humiliation and frustration which soon transformed into 
one of opposition to the foreign ruleJ One such notable 
exami;>le was the life of Surendranath Banerjee. The latter 
had passed the Civil Service Examination in 1869 but was 
consequently discharged from the Civil Service on trivial 
ground, llie real cause of Surendranath's dismissal was 
that the English officials stil^did not like to have Indians 
within their close preserve. (His dismissal hurt the feelings 
of the Indians and was a rude shock to the aspirations of 
Indians to have a share in the administration of dieir own 
counti^ In his famous autobiographical work A Nation 
in Maf^g Surendranath writes, “I felt with all the passion¬ 
ate warmth of youth that we were helots, hewers of wood 
and drawers of water in the land of our birth. The per¬ 
sonal wrong done to me was an illustration of the helpless 
impotency of om people.” 

Racial Di$- facial discrimination was a major factor 
^mioatiaa bdimd die growth of Indian nationalism in die 
^Eur^i? niiietaendi century. An increasing irritation 
fa India and sense of humiliation caused by racial dis¬ 
crimination accelerated the progress of the Indian irndom 
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movement. The arrogance and aggressiveness of die Euro¬ 
peans in India, often displayed in the crudest form, the 
numerous privileges and exemptions enjoyed by them and 
the impunity wiSi which they could humiliate, asault or 
even murder the natives of the ,countr)^ they had con¬ 
quered served (as painful reminders to the*^jmall but potent 
and influential class of educated Indians of their state of 
subjection to an ahen'rul^ however benevolent it otherwise 
professed and ai^ared fo be. 

Contemporary Current of nationalist ideas in Europe 

international and me international political events also con- 
events' tributed to the making of Indian nationalism. 

The American War of Independence, the great French 
Revolution and the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848, the 
Greek War of Independence, the struggle of the Italians 
for independej^ce and unification stirred the imagination 
of the Indians t 


Modernisation ^ The establishment of a highly centralised 
and^TOmmuni- administration had also its cementing effect, 
cations The improvement in communications, increas¬ 
ing travelling facilities, the adoption of English as the 
medium of communications by intelligentsia, increase- 
ing social contacts between the people of the different 
provinces g^ve a "new meaning” to the words "India” and 
"Ind]ans”.VOn the growth of Indian nationalism Lala 
Lajpat Rm wrote that "the methods of the English Govern¬ 
ment in India, their educational system, their press, their 
laws, their courts, their railways, their telegraphs, their 
post offices, their steamers, had as much to do with it as 
the native love of countr^ 

(^e rapid^growth of the press, particularly 
® the vernacular press, accelerated the growth of 

national consciousness^) Besides fostering the growth of 
Indian nationhood the press started enli^tening the people 
and largely infiuenoed ,as well as directed the course of 
the nation^ struggle. /From the early nineteendi century 
the number of newspa^rs and journals in India began to 
increase rapidly. By the end of the century there were 
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more than five hundred newspapers in India. Some of the 
notable among these were Sambad Prabhakarf Hindu 
Patriot, Indian Mirror, Amrita Bazar Patrika, Bengalee, 
Somprokash, Sulabh Samachar, Reis and Ratjat in Bengal, 
Voice of India, Native Opinion, Bombay Samachar, Indu 
Prakash, Jam-e-Jamshed. Mahratta, Kesari in Bombay, 
Hindu, Swadeshmitram in Madras and later the Herald in 
Bihar, the Advocate in Lucknow and the Tribune in Lahore. 

^ost of the nationalist leaders had their own forumT 
In imny cases they were the editors and in some cases 
they were the proprietor-editors It is significant that the 
invitees to the first Indian National Congress (1885) in¬ 
cluded a conspicuously large number of “journalist politi¬ 
cians’". The link between Indian nationah’sm and Indian 


journalism was very close and almost inseparable. 

Deteriorating ^ ecoiiomic Condition of the country had 
economic been in the meantime deteriorating. Increasing 
condition Indian poverty became alarming. Famines 
occuiTcd almost regularly and the Government did little 
to mitigate the peoples’ sufferings. The steady “drain” of 
wealth had impoverished India. Many Indians, as Coupland 
observes, “came to believe that it would have been better 


diat India’s natural resources should have been lain un¬ 


touched and undeveloped until Indians had acquired the 
capacity to exploit tiiem entirely by themselves.” This 
feeling led to a reaction against the British rule even among 
those who had been its admirer for a longtime. The British 
economic policy leading to ruination of fiourishing Indian 
trade and industry and impoverishment of (he people was 
bitterly criticised by Dadabhai Naoroji in the 1870s. This 
was die theme of his famous work, published later, entitled 
Poverty and Un-British Rule in India, The condition of 
the cultivators was also worsening uhich was exposed in 
the works of men like Bomesh Chunder 0utt. 


The growing spirit of patriotism found 
^ expression in cemtemporary Indian literature 
which in turn immensely helped the cause of Indian 
tiationalism. Significant contribution, to mention only a 
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few, was made by Bankimchandra Chatterjee^the com¬ 
poser of Bandemataram, Michael MadhusUdan Datta, 
Dinabandhu Mitra, Rangalal Banerjee, Hemchandra 
Banerjee, Nabin Chandra Sen and Rabindranath Tagore 
in Bengali, Bharatendu Harischandra in Hindi, Subramania 
Bharati in Tamil and G. H. Desmukh, Visnusastri Ciplonkar 
and Sivaram Mahadev Paranjpe in Marathi literature. The 
effects of English literature and Western ohilosophy on 
the educated Indians were not insignificant As a verna¬ 
cular paper remarked, “It is their WilberfofSes, Hampdens, 
Mills, Brights^ Metcalfcs, Macaulays, and hundreds of other 
great* men, whose liberal principles have captivated us, 
and we have regarded them as the very model of morality, 
and hold them ia veneration.'' 

Berfnning of growth of Indian nationlism owed 

In^logy much to the beginning of researches in ancient 
ilndian history and civilization. The beginning was made 
Mdth the foundation of the Asiatic Society in 1784j[ For 
an awakening of interest and curiosity in their own past, 
which largely infused into the Indians a sense of self- 
respect, the Asiatic Society founded by Sir William Jones 
played a conspicuous rule.t By laying emphasis on rational 
knowledge the Asiatic Society helped the growth among 
the Indians of an intelligent underst^ding of their national 
culture through scientific research. nPhe works of William 
Jones, Prinsep, Cunningham. Max Muller, Wilson Rajendra- 
lal Mitra and others unearthed and threw a flood of light 
on India's great heritage and ancient glor^ These InstiUed 
into them a buoyant sense of pride aim self-confidence. 
As Dr. Perdval Spear writes, “All this attention was to the 
new class as water in a thirsty land, avid as it was for 
respect. When it came from the new world of the West, 
the source at the same time of so mudi criticism and 
scorn, it was bajpi indeed" 

Hindu (/o these inspiring revelations were added 

the^^Ht of levivalism spread by the Arya 
ol \)aYair££ Samaj founded by Swami Dayanai^ Saraswati 
Saraswati and the Hieosophic movement,Y Dr, B, B, 
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Majumdar has observed that in the seventies of the last 
century religious men like Sri Ramakrishna Paramahansa 
and Swami Dayananda “did much more than the Qnenta- 
lists to make the people proud of their own cultureJ^aya- 
nandaya great Sanskrit scholar, founded the AryaJSamaj. 
His main motto was “Go back to the Vedas”, and hc(sought 
to remodel the society on Vedic ideals. He was in ravour 
of drastic social reforms^ He began the Suddhi movement 
i.e. conversion of non^findus to Hinduism. His mission 
was a great success among the masses in Northern India 
and he did much to revive the shaken spirit of Hinduism. 
Dayananda strictly eschewed politics. He argued that* the 
Indians’ own failings were responsible for the establishment 
of foreign rule in India. But (^adually his movement 
began to gather “political undertones” and he contributed 
to the growth of extremist philosophjj^ 

The Theosophic movement, startea in India by Col. H. 
S. Olcott and later led by Mrs. \nnie Besant, strengthened 
the Hindu revival movement. The spirit of reawakened 
Hinduism found reflection in the growth of extremism 
towards the end., of the nineteenth century. 

Vivekananda’s (^6 success of Swami Vivekananda at 
S?^owth ot Chicago and his inspiring speeches became a 
nationalism source of inspiration to young nationalists. 
Swamiji took no direct part in ;K>litics. But his contribu¬ 
tion to tlm Indian national movement was invaluable. His 
soul stirring messages put the image of the motherland on 
a high pcdestral. He gave expression to India's growing 
nationalism and spirit of self-help and independence. He 
was the very embodiment of courage, self-confidence and 
strength. His life and speeches inspired the nationalists 
to be ng^re courageous and stronger and to work for greater 
successj “Heaven is nearer through football than throu^ 
Gita , What our country now wants are muscles of iron 
and nerves of steel. . “For the next fifty years this alone 
shall be our keynote—dds our great Mother Indta^-^-words 
such as these were like molten Wa pouring horn a volcano 
to destroy all weakness, cowardice, hesitancy or timidity. ' 



8 


INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


is no wonder that Vivekanandas life and teaching had 
'n great impact on the Indian national movement. He has 
been described as a ‘Prophet of Nationalism” and the 
*‘Kousseau of India”. Swamiji instilled a burning patriotism 
in the minds of die Indian youths and paved the way for 
the Swadeshi upsurge of 1905. 

The growth of political consciousness leading to the 
beginning of the national movement for independence was 
one of the striking trends of the Indian Awakening The 
remarkable tiansformation in the life and thought of the 
people, the new era of social, religious and educational 
reforms ushered in by great men of die age naturally acce¬ 
lerated the growth of Indian nationhood ) 

•tm ^ 

The Beginning of Organised Political Agitations : 

Raia The origin of national consciousness in 

un is traced to Raja Rammohun Roy. He is 

regarded m the “Aristotle” of modem Indian political 
thought. Raja Rammohun Roy was the first to start poli¬ 
tical movements on constitutional lines in India. He was 
influenced by the political thought of Western thinkers. 
In his paper Sambad Kaumudi public grievances found 
expression for the first time. A man of practical wisdom 
and foresight he did not raise the question of political 
rights for all. He frankly said, “The peasantry and the 
villagers in die interior are quite ignorant, and indifferent 
about either the former or pre.sent Government. But men 
of aspiring character and members of such ancient families 
as are very much reduced by the present system, consider 
it derogatoiy to accept the trifling public situations which 
natives are allowed to hold under the British Government, 
and are decidedly disaffected to it”. Though he looked 
upon the British rule as necessary and beneficial for some 
time to come, he had the vision of a free India in the 
distant future. 

In 1823 the acting Governor-General Adam issued a 
Press Ordinance taking away the liberty of the Press. 
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Agitation Rammohan started an agitation against this 
jigaiust repressive Ordinance. This is regarded as the 

OnlinanM first constitutional agitatioif in India. He, with 
of 1823 a few of his associates, submitted a Memorial 
to the Supreme Court against the Ordinance and sent a 

petition to the King-in-Council. Rammohan wrote; .a 

Free Press has never yet caused a revolution in any 
part of the world, because, while men can easily represent 
the grievances arising from the conduct of the local autho¬ 
rities to the supreme Government, and thus get them 
redressed, the grounds of discontent that excite revolution 
are removed, whereas, where no freedom of the Press 
existed, and grievances consequently remained unrepresen¬ 
ted and unredressed, innumerable revolutions have taken 
place in all parts of the globe, or if prevented by the armed 
force of the Government, die people continued ready for 
insurrection ” The Memorial against the Press Ordi¬ 
nance was a remarkable document full of forceful argu¬ 
ments in favour of a free-press. His efforts did not prove 
successful immediately. As a protest against the Press 
Ordinance he discontinued the publication of his weekly 
Persian paper the Mirat-ul-Akhbar. The free-press agita¬ 


tion was die first instance of an organised effort to rally the 
intelligentsia* against an encroachment on the rights of the 
people. 


Agitation 
against the 


Jury Act 
(1826) 


In 1826 a Jury Act wsis passed which 
introduced religious discrimination in the law 
courts. The Act declared that henceforward 


aiiy Hindu or Mohammedan could be tried by either Euro¬ 
peans or native Christians, but no Christian, either Euro¬ 
pean or native was to be tried either by a Hindu or a 
Muslim juror. Rammohun opposed this Act. Throu^ 
one of his English friends—J. Crawford, he submitted peti¬ 
tions against the Act signed by Hindus and Muslims to 
bodi the Houses of the Parliament The Jury Act also 
evoked protest from the Muslim, Hindu and Farsi commu¬ 
nities of Bombay and petition on behalf of them were sent 
to the Parliament The Act also caused excitement in the 
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Presidency of Madras. The agitation against the Jury Act 
proved effective when the Amended Indian Jury Act was 
passed in August, 1832 abolishing the discriminating clause 
of the old Jury Act. This agitation was one of the earliest 
movements on constitutional lines set on foot by politically 
conscious Indians in the nineteenth century. 

Demand for In 1830 Rammohun protested against 
Government measures to tax rent-free lands. 
Indian? Another important effort of Raja Ram¬ 
mohun was to secure more rights for die Indians 
at the time of the renewal of the Company’s Charter in 
18331 One of the main objects of his visit to England was 
to argue against the monopoly rights and other privileges 
enjoyed by the East India Company in India, and to place 
before the Parliament a list of odicr demands. His demands 
included appointment of native assessors in the Civil Ser¬ 
vice and the consultation of Indian public opinion before 
enacting any legislation. ,The last demand was an indirect 
reference to the need of an elected Indian legislature. 
Though most of the demands remained unfulfilled yet he 
laid the foundation stone of future constitutional agitations 
lin India. Besides these, he strongly refuted the prevailing 
misconception of persons “degraded by Asiatic effiminacy.” 
In every sphere—^religious reforms, social reforms, educa¬ 
tion, joiuDalism etc. Rammohun was a pioneer. II^ was 
the first Indian to have wide international sympathies and 
contacts. He was deeply interested in contemporary inter¬ 
national events. He had a great respect for die ideals of 
Rammohun's French Revolution and had unbounded 
inte national sympathy for the struggles of the Greeks 
sympathies people. The failure of the 

revolution in Naples in 1821 distressed him and the 
success of the Spanish American Revolution in 1823 
elated him He supported the Reform Bill agitation in 
England and took keen interest in its progress. He was 
personally known, to many" European celebrities of that 
age. The inaugurator of a new age in India he has also 
been called **the father of political regeneration in India.** 
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Political agitations started by Rammohun were conti¬ 
nued by a group of radical youngmen in Bengal educated 
in the Hindu College. It was Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 
(1809-1831), the remarkable teacher of the Hindu College, 
who infused in diem the spirit of patriotism. These young 
radicals, famous as Derozians or the Young Bengal, were 
well-known for their patriotism and advanced polibcal 
thinking Prominent among them were Tarachand Chakra- 
varty, Dakshinaranjan Mukherjee, Rasik Krishna Mallik, 
Ramgopal Chose and Pearychand Mitra. Derozio himself 
was deeply impressed by the French Revolutionary ideas 

Political con- political philosophy of Tom Paine, 

sciousness ot Hume, Gibbon, Bacon and others. Derozio 
Young Bengal jjj favour of hberty in every sphere of h‘fe. 

His students imbibed all the ideas of their teacher. The 
most important contribution of the Derozions was the 
successful continuation of the agitation for a free-press 
started by Rammohun. The movement proved fruitful 
when in 1835 Sir Charles Metcalfe removed the restrictions 
on the press. They also continued the agitation for 
Indianisation of high government posts. They were excited 
and elated by the July Revolution of 1830. Some of them 
even secretly hoped for the out-break of a similar revolu¬ 
tion in India. Between 1830 and 1843 the Young Bengal, 
throu^ their journals and associations, did much for the 
growtih of political consciousness among the people. In 
later life many of them played a significant part in the 
Indian national movement. 

Political associates of Rammohun also conti- 

agitations nued die tradition of political agitation. One 

continued notable feature of the growing political con¬ 

sciousness was that the middle-class intelligentsia had great 
admiration for and faith in the British rule. Their loyalty, 
along with increasing consciousness of their own rights and 
privileges, remained firm. But a sense of disillusionment 
ahd &mtmtion was increasingly noticeable. This was very 
much so on the question d Indian participation in die 
administration. 
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Tlie spirit of organised political opposition bogan to 
find expression. Public meetings were organised on the 
issue of the removal of restrictions on the press. Regular 
agitation for administrative reforms was started in the press 
and on the platform. In 1837 the Zamindary Association— 
Lanclholfters’ renamed as the Landholders' Society 

Society (1837) was formed in Bengal. Though this Society 
was founded to promote the welfare of the land¬ 
holders yet it did not altogether overlook the inte¬ 
rest of the ryots. The Society intended to set up 
branches throughout India with the object of establish¬ 
ing contact with people outside Bengal having common 
interest and objectives. The Landholders* Society was one 
of the earliest of associations in India which sought to work 
constitutionally for legitimate rights and wished to express 
public opinions. 

British India The Landliolders* Society worked in co- 
England” operation with the British India Society in 
(1839) England. The last-named Society was founded 

by Wilham Adam, a friend iind associate of Rammohun, 
in 1839. Its object was to create English public interest 
in Indian affairs and to work for *The improvement of the 
condition of the native population.** Adam also edited a 
journal named the BritL^h India Advocate.* 

In 1842 Dwarakanath Tagore went to England and 
returned to India in 1843 with George Thompson. The 
latter was well-known as an orator and as a protagonist of 
the anti-slavery campaign and of free-trade in Englsuid. 
Thompson was brought to educate Bengali youdis in 
methods of constitutional agitation. Thompson succeeded 
ill creating great enthusiasm among the youngmen. On 
his suggestion was founded a new politick association— 
Bengal ' Bengal British India Society (20 April, 
British 1843). The object of this Society was, "die 
collection and dissemination of information, 
relating to the actual condition of die people 
of British India, and the laws and institutions, and resources 
of die country, and to emf4oy such other means of a peace- 
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able and lawful character, as may appear calculated to 
secure the welfare, extend the just rights, and advance the 
interests of all classes of our fellow subjects”. The mem¬ 
bership of the Society was open to all. But most of the 
members belonged to the upper classes of Indians and 
sympathetic En^ishmen. The Society, however, met with 
little success and had not much appeal as a political orga¬ 
nisation. 

Contribution forties of the nineteenth century 

of Akshoy political thought in Bengal made remarkable 
Kumar Datta progress owing to the rationalistic and power¬ 
ful writings of Akshoy Kumar Datta and the all-roiftid 
progressive and advanced outlook and tendencies promoted 
by the Tattvabodhini Patrika. Akshoy Kumar believed 
in the need for a representative character in Government 
and argued that no Government had an inherent right to 
tax the people unless it looked after their all-round improve¬ 
ment. It was the duty of the Government to give the 
people educatipn and make them happy, healthy and pros¬ 
perous. He criticised the Brttish Indian adminisiaa.tiori 
and complained that under it the people had suffered in 
health, strength and religion Dependence in any form 
was detested by him. Though not connected with any 
political association, Akshoy Kumar Datta made significant 
contribution to the growth of political consciousness among 
educated men. 

The^ Landholders* Society and the Bengal British India 
Society failed to give the necessary lead in political 
issues. Consequently the pace of political advancement 
seemed to have slowed down considerably. The 
two Societies failed to create any interest among the 
people. Analysing the shortcomings of both the bodies 
Bholanath Chandia wrote that ^^one represented die aristo¬ 
cracy of wealth, foe ofoer aristocracy of intelligence”. But 
‘when foe political situatioR had become insl]^d one event 
brou^t in a dramatic change and stkred foe whole coun< ^ 
try. This was foe Blade Acts controvert which started 
in 1849. 
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Origin of the clause of the Charter Act of J833 

Black Acts had directed the Government of India to -make 
controversy £qj. protection of Indians from insult 

and outrages at the hands of European British subjects 
i.e, white skinned British subjects of European origin living 
in India. The Government of India was advised that in 
order to keep the British-bom subjects under effective con¬ 
trol and supervision they should be brouglit under the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the East India Company’s 
Courts in India. On the effort and initiative of Thomas 


Babington Macaulay, then Law Member of the Governor- 
Gcfneral’s Council, the Act XI of 1836 brought the British- 
born subjects under the civil jurisdiction of the Company’s 
courts. The hue and cry raised by the European commu¬ 
nity and their angry remonstr^ces proved ineffective. A 
striking feature of the first Black Act controversy of 1836- 
1838 was the absence of Indian support and sympathy for 
the forthright and courageous attempt by Macaulay and his 
colleagues to establish legal equality and abolish the exclu¬ 
sive privileges enjoyed by the British-bom subjects. One 
of the reasons behind the lack of Indian support for the Act 
XI o£ 1836 was that the politically conscious Indians still 
viewed infiuential members of the European community 
in Calcutta as their instructors who were teaching the 
Indians the art of political organisation and making them 
aware of their rights as subjects of the British empire. It 
took another decade before the Indians were disillusioned. 


Black Acts Bethune, Law Member of the 

controversy of Government of India, introduced four Bills 
1849«50 object of bringing British-bom sub¬ 

jects under the criminal jurisdiction of die local courts, 
thus abolishing the existing privilege of trial by the Calcutta 
Supreme Court alone. The proposed Acts alarmed the 
British-bom subjects and they started notation against the 
‘‘Black Acts”—as they ca&d these just propo^s The 
politically-mhid^ * Inmans stmogly supported die BiHs. 
Kamgopd Gho^ earned die name ‘Indian Demosthenes* 
for his fiery oratory in favour of the Bills. But the Bi& 
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had to be withdrawn because of the detenniiicd opposition 
of the English community. This was a bitter disappoint¬ 
ment for the Indians. The controversy exposed the limita¬ 
tions of the existing political organisations of die Indians.* 
The need of a stronger and broader political body was felt 
Tliese developments led to the merger of the two existing 
Societies and the foiidation of the British Indian Associa¬ 
tion on 31 October, 1851. 


British Indian Black Acts controversy of 1849-1850 

Association ended tlie era of cohesion and co-operation 
( 1831 ) between the Europeans and the natives. The 

membership of the British Indian Association was dpen 
only to Indians. Its object was to seek for improvements 
in the local administratiaii and in the system of govern¬ 
ment laid down by the Parliament. The Association had 
an all-India outlook. In its first annual Report the Asso¬ 


ciation noted with satisfaction “the formation at Poona, 


Madras and Bombay successively, of Associations of a 
similar character.’* The second annual Report stated that 
the Association “have kept np friendly eorresi^ndcnco 
with the Associations of the sister Presidencies, at inter\iils, 


as oppoi^tunities occurred.” In 1852 the British Indian 
Association submitted a petition to the Government 
enumerating existing grievances and making a number of 
demands. Giving vent to the growing sense of dis¬ 
appointment, the petition said that Indians “cannot hut feel 
that they have not profited by their connection with Great 
Britain to the extent which ^ey had a right to look for.” 
The demands of the Association included the allowing of 
a sufficient interval between the publication of draff Bills 
'and their enactment. This, they argued, was necessary 
for eliciting public opinion. The petition prayed for 
seduction of postage for newspapers, relaxation of the 
ipressuie of die revenue system, improvement of judicial 
administration, protection of die life and property of die 
{leople from molestation, encouragement to indigenous 
manufacturers, education of the people and admission of 
In d ia n s to higher administrative posts. One of the most 
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important demands of the Association was that the Legis¬ 
lature of India should have a popular character and some 
Indian members should be included in the Legislature. 
The Association laid great emphasis on this demand and 
asserted that “every legitimate means should be adopted 
to ensure rhe removal of this great defect from the new 
enactment, as well as to secure the advantage of having 
the business of legislation conducted with open doors." 

. . The Company’s Charier was to be renewed 

The occasion for the presentation of 
^idh and the petition was the impending renewal of the 
omjpy charter. It was realised that legitimate griev¬ 
ances and demands of tlie people should be voiced and pre¬ 
sented by people of various parts of British India. With 
this end in view a Madras Presidency branch of the 
Association was founded. This Association in Madras also 
sought to improve the efficiency of the administration and 
“ameliorate the condition of the native inhabitants of the 
subject country." An Association was also founded in 
Oudh. 


In the Bombay Presidency the Kalyan Unanayak 
Mandal of Poona had been working for constitutional 
reforms It had drawn up a charter of rights for presen¬ 
tation to the British Parliament. Copal Hari Deshmukh, 
•more well known as Lokahitavadi, was the most notable 


leader of the Mandal. He did much to propagate national¬ 
istic ideas. In August, 1852, was founded the Bombay 
Association. The initiative was taken by Jagannath Shankar 
Sheth. The Bombay Association submitted a petition to 
die British Parliament praying for an “enli^tened system 
of government." 

The efforts of the British Indian AvSsodation and other 


Associations did not meet with any immediate success. In 
the subsequent years the British Indian Association 
suggested the holding of the Civil Service Examination in 
India. .It also supported another attempt to bring British- 
bom subjects under the jurisdiction of die ordinary courts. 
This time also the move failed. The controversy on this 
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issue continued. In 1861 the privileges of the British-bom 
subjects were abolished, though they still could not be tiied 
by Indian officers. This disparity continued to cause 
much hatred and bitterness. The British Indian Associa* 
tion and its sister organisations in other parts of India pro> 
ceeded on the lines of constitutional agitation. Though 
their efforts failed in achiving anything remarkable yet they 
contributed to a growing sense of political consciousness 
and interest in national affairs. 

1837 : A When the Indian intelligentsia were trail- 

Mutiny^ ing the placid path of constitutional agitation, 
itidepen- there took place the historic Mutiny of ISSZ. 
dence ? The nature of the great rising has been a .sub¬ 
ject of hvely controversy. According to a number of 
historians the Mutiny of 1857 was really India’s “First 
National War of Independence.” It was the country’s 

/“desperate bid for freedom.(he first expression, 

indeed, howsoever crude in many respects, of India’s urge 
for independence.” It was a “planned and organised 
political and military rising aimed at destroying the British 
power in India.” But there are others who differ from this 
view. They argue that the Mutiny was not an organised 
conspiracy against the British. It was the work of the 
Sepoys themselves. Only in some areas it assumed the 
character of a general revolt. There was indeed wide¬ 
spread discontent among the people of all clas.ses. But 
only a few among them might have been inspired by nobler 
motives of patriotism. Offiers only saw in it art oppor¬ 
tunity to satisfy their own interest by the sudden removal 
of governing authority. It was essentially a mutiny of the 
Sepoys, assuming the character of peoples’ revolt in certain 
areas only. The politically conscious educated classes con¬ 
demned the Mutiny and the violence of (he mutineers. The 
British Indian Association and the National Mohammedan 
Association of Calcutta passed resolutions denouncing the 
Mutiny and expressing £he hope that it would have “no 
sympathy, countenance or support frcan the bulk of die 
Civil population.” The native population, by and large, 
F—2 
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stood by the side of the Government. Even though it was 
a large-scale struggle against the British, it cannot be 
regarded as a "War of Independence” because "the idea of 
a common national endeavour to free the country from the 
yoke of the foreigners” was absent. 

Besides the two above-mentioned completely opposite 
schools of opinion there is a third view on the Mutiny of 
1857. According to this, the movement of 1857 had its 
origin in Sepoy discontent and derived its strength from 
the widespread disaffection among the civil population. It 
started as a Sepoy Mutiny but was not confined to the army 
everywhere. The rebels came from all sections of the 
people and enjoyed popular support in varying degrees in 
the main areas of the revolt. But the educated classes 
were undoubtedly on the side of the Government and con¬ 
demned the violent outbreak. The movement achie\'ed 
greatest success in the North-Western Provinces, Oudh and 
Hohilkand. Outside Oudh and Shahabad it lacked general 
sympathy and cannot be said to have earned the status of 
a national war. Even in the case of Oudh, where it assum¬ 
ed a "national dimension”, the term must be used with 
reservation as "the conception of Indian nationality was yet 
in embryo.” If the mutineers could succeed the "leaders 
would have set the clock back, they would have done 

away with the new reforms, with the new order.In 

short, they wanted a counter-revolution.” But the Mutiny 
was inevitable. "No dependent nation can for ever recon¬ 
cile itself to foreign domination.” The condemnation of 
the educated Indians is understandable. They still had 
firm faith m British liberalism. Political agitations were 
continued on constitutional lines and any programme or 
thought of a violent attempt to overthrow British rule was 
beyond their comprehension. This view, very forcibly pre¬ 
sented by Dr, Surendranath Sen, is generally regarded to 
be more balanced. 

The far-reaching effects of the Mutiny on the growth 
of Indian nationalism were significant Its memory 
inspired the Indian revolutionaries betwe^ die two 
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World Wars. After the Mutiny the Government of India 
was brought under die Crown. It opened the eyes of the 
British audiorities and brought home to them tlie neces¬ 
sity of a change in policy and attitude. The Queen's 
Proclamation (1 November, 1858) promised to respect 
the rights, dignity and honour of the Indian princes. It 
pledged to pursue a policy of justice, benevolence and 
religious toleration. There would be no discrimination 
in matters of employment. The Proclamation was follow¬ 
ed by the Indian Councils Act of 1861 which markc.l a 
constitutional advance. For the first time Indians were 
to be nominated to the newly-created Legislative Councils. 
Most of these remained mere pious declarations. But 
nevertheless the Mutiny was a landmark in the growth 
of Indian nationalism. It ushered in a period of c'onstitu- 
tional advancement. Moreover, as Harish Chandra 
Mukherjee wrote : “The time has nearly come when all 
Indian questions must be solved by Indians, The mutinies 
have made patent to the English public what must be the 
effects of politics in which the Native is allowed no voice.” 
The Indigo Almost in the wake of the rising of 1857 

Agitation took place the Indigo agitation which 
immensely helped the growth of nationalism in Bengal. 
The politically conscious Bengali intelligentsia which had 
showed little sympathy for the Mutiny stood by the .side 
of the poor Indigo cultivators in their heroic struggle 
against the unbearable tyranny and exploitation of the 
Indigo planters. It provided an inspiring example of co¬ 
operation between the poor peasants and the educated 
class. Foremost among the Bengali intellectuals, who 
supported the Indigo agitation, were Harish Chandra 
Mukherjee, Sisir Kumar Ghose, Monomohan Ghose and 
Dinabandhu Mitra. Another great friend of the Indigo 
cultivators was Rev. Long, 'flie editorials, articles and 
reports of the Hindu Patriot of Harish Chandra Mukherjee 
and Dinabandhu Mitra's famous drama Neel Darpan 
which depicted the miserable life of the cultivators and 
the inhuman tyranny of die planters, moved the entire 
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Bengali middle-class. The movement succeeded in miti¬ 
gating the worst evils of Indigo cultivation. On its signi¬ 
ficance Sisir Kumar Ghose wrote : “It was the indigo 
disturbance which first taught the natives the value of com¬ 
bination and political agitation.” This was certainly so as 
far as the middle-class and peasantry co-operation was 
concerned. 



Chapter II 


NASCENT NATIONALISM 


In the post-Mutiny period political consciousness and 
the assertion of national sentiment developed wider and 
more emotional characteiistics. Tlie pioneer of nationalism 
in Bengal during these years was Rajnarayan Bose. Himself 
a conservai^ive Brahmo, Rajnarayan extolled the glory and 
virtue of Indian history, culture and heritage. The current 
of Western culture and civilization was at that time prac¬ 
tically sweeping most of the educated Bengalis oflF their feet. 
Rajnarayan and others devoted themselves to the cause of 
Hindu cultural heritage and turning the tide of Westerniza¬ 
tion. In 1866 was founded the Society for die Promotion 
of National Feeling (Jatio Gaurah Sampadani Sahha) at 
Midnapore in Bengal. A prospectus for a Society for the 
Promotion of National Feeling among the Educated Natives 
of Bengal was issued hy Rajnarayan Bose in the same year. 
The oBject of the Society was to revive the national gym¬ 
nastic exercises, establish a Model School of Instruction in 
Hindi Music, set up a School of Hindu Medicine, publish 
in Bengali th^ results of the researches of the Sanskrit 
scholars of Europe on Indology etc. 

JHindu Inspired by this prospectus of Rajnarayan 

Mela' (1867) Rie Hindu Mela was estabh'shed in 1867. The 
initiative was taken by Nabagopal Mitra who, for his zealous 
preaching of nationalistic ideas, became known as "National 
NabagopaF. The main object of the Hindu Mela was to 
foster the spirit of self-help which was considered essential 
to national progress and welfare. The Mela worked for the 
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development of national literature, national songs, national 
gymnastics, physical culture, exhibition of various products 
of Indian arts and crafts and promotion of Indian products. 
The Hindu Mela sought to help the growth of Indian 
economy. Its annual sessions continued upto 1880 and 
were attended by thousands of people and created great 
public enthusiasm. As the Mela was only an annual fair 
the need for a permanent body to popularise the objects 
of the Mela throughout the year was keenly felt. To 
minister to this need the National Society {Jatio Sahha) 
wast founded. 

The Hindu The nationalism fostered by the Hindu 

emphasis Mela, as the very name suggested, had a pre- 
dominantlv Hindu emphasis. To the founders and organ¬ 
isers of the Mela nationalism meant unity and the basis 
of national unify in India, they believed, had been the 
Hindu religion. The growth of this Hindu tone was 
inevitable though a broader basis was much more desirable. 
The Hindu bias of Indian nationalism of this period may 
also be attributed to the lack of Muslim national con¬ 
sciousness. The Muslims, in general, were not yet taking 
part in the growth of Indian nationalism. There were very 
few nationalistic Muslims. It was not until 1874, when 
Sir Syed Ahmad stepped in, that the Muslim awakening 
took place. 

The Hindu Mela, in spite of its Hindu emphasis, had 
an all-India outlook. It fostered fhe spirit of self-help 
among the people. This went a long way in building up 
Indian nationah'sm. It was a source of inspiration to many 
nationalists. As Rabindranath Tagore, who still in his 
teens was closely assodated with it along with many other 
members of his familv, observed : “It was not fully 
political, but it began to give voice to the mind of our people 
trying to assert their own personality.” On this phase of 
nationalism Tagore wrote : “The national movement was 
started to proclaim that we must not be indiscriminate in 
our rejection of the past. This was not a reactionary 
movement but a revolutionary one, because it set out with 
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a great courage to deny and to oppose all pride in mere 
borrowings.” 

Sisir Kumar the seventies the national movement 

Chose showed signs of becoming more broad-based 

and wider in outlook. This change owed much to the 
rapidly increasing number of newspapers and journals. 
The approach to national problems became more rational 
and assertive. Sisir Kumar Ghose, the founder of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika, was one of th^ pioneers in bringing 
about this change. He .was one of the early exponents of 
the extremist school of Indian politicians. He made the 
nationalists aware of the dangers of Muslim demand for 
special privileges. As early as in 1870 he voiced the 
demand for a Parliament for India. He was one of the 


founders of the Indian League. This association was started 
in 1875 to organise political agitations in India. Tlie Indian 
League had a very brief existence. But it indicated the 
growing desire for an all-India political organisation. 


Political 
organisations 
in Bombay 
and Poona 


The Bombay Association, which was not 
very active for some years, was revived by 
Dadabhai Naoroji in 1870. But its renewed 
activities lasted for only two years. A few 


years earlier Naoroji had started in England the East Indian 


Association. A branch of this Association was founded in 


Bombay in 1871, which did much to develop political ideas. 
The development of political ideas and organisations in 
western India was indebted to the eflForts of K. T. Telang, 
Pherozeshah Mehta and Badruddin Tyabjee. The reform- 
istic activities of M. G Ranade also contributed to the 


general enlightenment of the people. The Poona Sarvajonik 
Sabha, founded in 1867, was another important political 
association. It sought to give expression to the wants and 
wishes of die people of the Deccan. One of its principal 
organisers was G. K. Gokhale, a disdple of Ranade. Among 
other notable leaders of the Sabha were Ganesh Vasudev 


Jo.shi and Gopal Narsingh Deshpande. Political propa¬ 
ganda 'n favour of introduction of reforms in India was also 
carried out in England. Besides the East Indian Assoda- 
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tion mentioned above, the National Indian Association (1867) 
and the Indian Society (1872) were founded in London. 
These organisations, with the sympathy and support of 
liberal-minded Englishmen, did useful work for the cause 
of reforms m India. 

Indian ^ landmark in the growth of nationabsm 

Assoddtion in India was the foundation of the Indian 


(1876) 


Association in 1876. One of its illustrious 


founders was Surendranath Banerjee, who a few years 
earlier had been discharged from the Civil Service on trivial 
grounds. He went to England in 1875 to appeal to the 
Indta Office which proved fruitless. He found the doors 
to the Bar closed and returned to India as a disillusioned, 


•dejected and angry youngman. In his famous book A 
Nation in Making Surendranath writes : **The personal 
wrong done to me was an illustration of the helpless 
impotenev of our people. In the midst of impending luin 
and dark frowning misfortune, I formed the determination 
of addressing myself to the task of helping our hel[)lcss 
jioople in this direction of redressing our wrongs and pro¬ 
tecting our rights, both as individuals and as a nation.” On 
his return from England he plunged himself into the activi¬ 
ties of the Students* Association with the object of creating 
among ihc students “a genuine sober and rational interest in 
public affairs.” As die need for an all-India political body 
had become more pressing Surendranath and his co-workers 
founded the Indian Association. 


ol>je^s of The main objects of the Indian Association 

the Indian . , _ 

AssocinHon Were : 

(1) The creation of a strong body of public opinion in 
die country 

(2) Tlie imification of the Indian races and peoples 
upon the basis of common political interests and aspira¬ 
tions. 


(3) The promotion of friendly feeling between the 
Hindus and the Muslims 

(4) The inclusion of the masses in die great pulilic 
movements of the day. 
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In his inaugural address Surcndranath said that there 
was no political organisation in Bengal that represented the 
middle-class and the rvots. He stressed that the Indian 
Association would take in hand “the education of the 
masses” and would give the middle-class youngmen a 
jxilitical life of their own “on a more democratic basis.” 
The leaders of tlie new political body were mostly young 
well-educated Indians many of whom were lawyers and 
journalists. Dr. Anil Seal has described tlie Indian 
Association as “a pressure group for graduates and profes¬ 
sional men. which claimed to rt^present the ‘middle class*.” 
AcMvities The Indian Association souglit to work in 

Indian co-opcration with the political organisation'^ in 

Association Other provinces. It started a‘ campaign in 
1877 against the reduction of the maximum limit of age 
from 21 to 19 for the open competitive Examination for 
the Indian Civil Scrvict'.. The underlying object of the 
movement was “the awakening of a spirit of unity and 
solidarity among the people of India.” To mobilise nation¬ 
alists all over India, Surcndranath toured different pro¬ 
vinces in 1877-78 as a Special Delegate. The extensive 
lecture tour of Surcndranath proved a great success and 
helped to strengthen nascent Indian nationalism. An all- 
India Memorial on the Civil Service question was addiess- 
ed to the House of Commons. Lalmohan Chose, a reputed 
barrister, was sent to London to represent the Indian 
Association. The Association also received the help of 
John Bdght who took up its cause in England. The efforts 
of the Association were not altogether in vain. 

The Indian Association also took great interest in the 
development of local self-government. It urged on the 
people to join the Assodation in petitioning for an elective 
system in the municipah'ties. In the following years the 
Assodation demanded elected district boards and munid- 
palities. The programme of the Indian Association also 
included peasant ri^t. Its subscription was reduced to 
attract ryots, village headmen and cultivators. Hie 
Assodation expressed its conenem for “the vast agricultural 
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commuttity of Bengal” who constituted “the basis and 
foundation of the whole social fabric.” The Association 
welcomed the introduction of the Rent Bill and organised 
meetings of ryots. The enthusiastic support for the 
peasants displeased the zamindars. It also caused a wider 
rift between the Indian Association and the British 
Indian Association llie latter body lost its popularity 
and influence. 

The Indian Association continued to take an active 
interest in all the political issues of the period and led 
different agitations. Close on the heels of the Civil Service 
agitation were started agitations against the repressive 
Arms Act Q878), and the Vernacular Press Act (1878j of 
the reactionary Viceroy Lord Lytton. The Arms Act 
sought to limit tlie possession of arms and the second Act 
imposed crippling restrictions on the vernacular press. The 
diversion of the Famine Fund to the Afghan War added 
to the widespread discontent of the people. The reaction¬ 
ary Viceroyalty of Lord Lytton was a blessing in disguise 
for the growth of Indian nationalism. Slowly the more 
advanced among the nationalist Indians began to feel that 
mere agitations against objectionable Acts and Government 
policies would not be enough/ The real solution lay in 
bringing the administration under the control of the Indians 
themselves. ’ 


llbert Bill Viceroy Lord Ripon was a true 

agitation and Liberal. He repealed the gagging Press Act, 
introduced the Local Self-Government Act, 
Knrendranath appointed the Hunter Commission to review 
(1883) progress of education and suggest ways 

for its improvement^ introduced the Factory Act for the 
welfare of the workers and envisaged a Tenancy Bill. 
While Ripon^ liberal administration was raising new hopes 
in the minds of the nationalists, the rude shocks of the 


llbert Bill controversy and the Contempt Case of Surendra- 
nath gave a new impetus to the national movement and 
made it more dynamic and widespread than ever before. 
In 1883, llbert, the Law Member of the Viceroy's 
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Council, introduced a Bill which sou^it to abolish the 
privileges enjoyed by the British-born subjects and bring 
them under the jurisdiction of Indian Magistrates. This 
was actually the climax of the drama that had started since 
the Black Acts controversy of 1849. As in tlie past, it 
raised hue and cry in the European community, and led 
by Branson, a Barrister, they started a campaign against 
the Bill with all their might. Indian public opinion, 
which by now was quite formidable, organised a counter- 
campaign. But ultimately even Ripon could' not have it 
his own way, and had to concede to pressure from home 
and abroad, and the proposed Bill was modified. 

This was a humiliating defeat for the Indian nation¬ 
alists. As Coupland writes, “such demonstrations of a 
claim to racial superiority became more intolerable as 
nationalism strengthened its hold on Indian minds. For 
the principle of equal status for all nations, great and 
small, is She cardinal doctrine of nationalism in revolt.” 
The obvious need of a much broader and stronger political 
body was keenly felt by all. 

Along with the Ilbert Bill agitation the Contempt Case 
of Surendranath Banerjee (May, 1883) caused unprecedent¬ 
ed public agitation. Surendranath was sentenced to two 
months’ imprisonment for contempt of court in a passage 
published in his paper Bengalee, Surendranath took 
serious exception to certain derogatory action of Justice 
Norris of the Calcutta High Court and non-chalaiitly 
remarked in the Bengalee, (2 April, 1883) that such a person 
was unfit to be a Judge of the High Court. The sentence 
of imprisonment on Surendranath touched off a spon¬ 
taneous public agitation, the tempo^of which had been 
mounting for some time. 

The upheaval of 1883 taught the Indian 
Nation^ nationalists the value of a greater and wider 
.political movement. To give concrete shape 
to die idea of a broader political organisation 
the Indian Association called an All-India National Cmi- 
ference in Calcutta. It was preceded by die starting of a 
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National Fund to furnish the sinews of a political struggle. 
The jBrst All-India National Conference, presided by 
Hamtanu Lahiri, was attended by representatives f’’om 
diflFerent provinces. The Conference discussed and passed 
resolutions on technical education, the covenanted Civil 
Service, the Arms Act, representative Government, etc. 
Surendranath undertook another tour of upper India in 
1884 to establish closer contapt with Indian nationalists 
and strengthen the spirit of unity. The rapid growth of 
political organisations was also evident in the foundation 
of tthe Bombay Presidency Association (1885) and the 
Mahajan Sabha of Madras (1884). The second All-India 
National Conference was also held in Calcutta in 
December, 1885. This coincided with the first session of 
the Indian National Congress which was being held in 
Bombay 

With the foimdation of the Congress, the Indian 
Association practically ceased to be a national political 
body and it henceforward limited itself mainly to welfare 
activities in the province of Bengal. National issues u'ere 
left for ^deliberations in the Congress. 



Chapter III 


'beginning of the congress era 


Ground * 1885, in which the first hisU/ric 

prepared meeting of the Indian National Congress took 

for the place, is erroneously regarded by many as maik< 

ongress birth of Indian nationalism. The 

origin of the Indian national movement, as discussed above, 
is to be traced to much earlier developments of great 
significance. Years of sincere efforts and organised cam* 
paigns by various men and organisations had prepared the 
ground for an all-India organisation. The ^st National 
Conference that met in Calcutta in 1883 was a decisive 


step forward in that direction. The second National Con¬ 
ference of 1885 was convened jointly by the British Indian 
Association, the Indian Association and the National 


Mohammedan Association. It was attended by representa¬ 
tives from various parts of India. The resolutions passed 
in the first Congress were very similar to those of the first 
National Conference fl883). But the members of the 
National Conference did not desire to set up anoiher 
national organisation though they were pioneers in the field. 
Hiey saw that die Congress had greater possihilitv of 
becoming a truly nationd organisation and they joined it 
in 1866. They heartily co-operated and devoted them¬ 
selves to liiabng the Congress a great success. They 
dedded in favour of fusion as they, drought that the 
National Conference 'liad no necessity for separate exist¬ 
ence except to the detriment of die other, or possibly of 
both.’* Tius was a remarkable testimony to their wide out- 
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look and wisdom. 

There are several views about the origin 
of the of the idea of the Indian National Congress. 

Congress Qf these is that the idea originated froni 

the Delhi Durbar of 1877. But according to Surendranath 
Banerjee it was the All-India National Conference of 1883 
which “anticipated the Congress by two years and ni a 
large measure prepared the ground for the Congress.” 
Some of the organisers of the first National Congress had 
obtained notes on the first National Conference and the 
latter is believed to have provided an example and an 

inspiration for similar move in Bombay. 

* 

The Hindu wrote on January 18, 1883 that it had 
information that the Indian Association of Calcutta was 
“matunng n scheme for an annual national Congress to be 
held in some central city such as Delhi to which native 
gentlemen from different parts of the coimtry were to be 
invited.” The p^per warmly welcomed the idea. There 
are several other suggestions regarding the origin of the 
Congress. According to G. Subramania Iyer, one of the 
members of the first Congress, the origin of the Congress 
should be traced to the International Exhibition held in 
Calcutta in 1883. The idea of the Congress has also been 
attributed to the farewell of Lord Ripon in December, 
1884. It is argued that the occasion provided an oppor¬ 
tunity for a meeting and consultation of leading Indians 
from different parts of the country and for the first lime 
“the idea of a common gathering of patriotic men from all 
parts of India” took a practical shape. According to 
Mrs. Annie Besant, the idea of the Congress was conceived 
in a private meeting of some members of the Theosophical 
Convention held at Madras in December, 1884. Reference 
should also be made to the suggestion of Tarapada 
Banerjee, a young Bengali lawyer of Krishnagar, for the 
foundation of a National Assembly to a^tate for the intro¬ 
duction of representative institutioiis in India. He Wrote 
in the Indian Mirror (July 4, 1883) that a public meeting 
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ought to be convened in Calcutta, asking gentlemen from 
different parts of India to be present, for implementing 
the idea. 


Efforts of credit of organising the first National 

Allan Ociavian Congress belongs to Allan Octavian Hume. 
Hume jjg ^^5 ^ retired Civil Servant ^Vith liberal 


ideas and was keen on Indian progress. An Irish member 
of the House of Commons, O’Donnell published a letter, 
reproduced in the Bombay Native Opinion (4 February, 
1883), suggesting the establishment of a national associa¬ 
tion. Many newspapers in India published the letter and 
welcomed O’Donnell’s proposal. Shortly after, Hume 
addressed an open letter to the graduates of the University 
of Calcutta, urging them to devote themselves earnestly 
and unselfishly to the cause of the progress of the counliy 
and to securing greater freedom for the Indians. He 
formed in 1884 the Indian National Union widi branches 


in the big cities. Its objects were to promote unified 
Indian nationalism, to infuse a new life in various spheres 
of life in India and help establish a closer relation between 
India and England by securing the removal of unjust and 
harmful laws. Hume desired to convene a national con¬ 
ference of the representatives of various branches and 
areas at the end of the year. But his scheme did not 
materialise before 1885. 

Hume’s In 1885 Hume met the Viceroy Lord 

apprehensions Dufferin and placed before him a proposal 
that every year leading Indians should meet and discuss 
social matters and establish close contact among them¬ 
selves. The consideration that prompted Hume to set up 
an organisation like the Confess was the dreadful poss¬ 
ibility of a widespread outbreak of violence in India. 
William Wedderbum, the autobiographer of Hume, writes 
that the "State of things at the end of Lord Lytton s zeign 
was bordering upon a revolution.’* Commenting on the 
reactionary measures ol Lord, Lytton, Wedderbum writes : 
"These ill-starred measures of reaction, combined with 
Bussian mediods of police repression, brou^t India under 
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Lord Lytton within measurable distance of a revolutionary 

outbreak, and it was only in time that Mr. Hume and liis 

Indian advisers were inspired to intervene.” Hume, it is 

said, after going through a mass of reports and recorded 

evidence shown to him apprehended a “terrible revolution.” 

In a memorandum •Hume wrote : “Manv of the entnes 

¥ 

reported conversations between men of the lowest classes, 
all going to show that these poor men were pervaded with 
a sense of hopelessness of the existing state of affairs, that 
they were convinced that they would starve and die, and 
tliat they wanted to do something. They were going to 
do something, and stand by each other, and that something 
meant violence** Hume thought of some positive action 
to counteract the growing unrest. The idea of the Con¬ 
gress appeared to him as an effective device to ward off 
any such danger of violence. In Humes own words, “A 
safety-valve for the escape of great and growing forces, 
generated by our own action, was urgently needed, and 
no more efficacious safety-valve than our Congress move¬ 
ment could possibly be devised.” It was also to serve as 
a body for canalising the leading and progressive Indian 
public opinion along constitutional lines. 

Dufferin showed great interest in Hume's plan. The 
Viceroy told Hume that one of his great diflBculties was the 
ascertaining of the real wishes of the people. He wel¬ 
comed the- plan of an, organisation through which the 
Government might be kept informed of the Indian public 
opinion. 


Bfrth of the Dufferin suggested that the proposed body 
Conpress should also discuss political questions. He 
(1885) expected the body to perform “the functions 

which Her Mafesty's Opposition did in England.” Hume 
accepted the suggestions of die Viceroy and discussed his 
plan with many leading Indians who also supported it. 
Hume then proceeded to give effect to his scheme and the 
first Indian National Congress met in Bombay during the 
Christmas week of under the Presidency of 

W. C. Bonnerjea, an eminent Bengali lawyer. 
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Thus the scheme of the Congress as a political body 
came from Lord Dufferin who- "had made it a condition 
with Mr. Hume that his name in connection with the 
scheme of the Congress should not be divulged so long 
as he remained in the country, and this condition was 
faithfully maintained and none but the men consulted by 
Mr. Hume knew anything about the matter.” But it was 
Hume who took all the trouble and made necessary con¬ 
tacts and arrangements for giving shape to the scheme. 

The first Congress was attended by 72 invitees from 
different parts of India. In sponsoring the Congress, Hume 
had expressed the hope that it would help to bring together 
all who were devoted to the national cause and "the con¬ 
ference will form the germ of a Native Parliament and, 
if properly conducted, will in a few years constitute an 
unanswerable reply to the assertion that India is unfit for 
any form of representative institution.” 

Objects objects of the Congress were stated 

of the by the President, ^V. C. Bonnerjea. These 

Congress were : 

(1) Promotion of personal intimacy of and friendship 
amongst all the more earnest workers in the 
country’s cause. 

Eradication by direct friendly personal intercourse 
of all possible race, creed, or provincial prejudices 
in order to develop and consolidate the sentiments 
. of national unity. 

To record and discuss die representative and 
matured opinions of the educated classes in India 
on important and pressing social problems. 

(4) To formulate the lines and methods of action to 
be pursued by the Indian politicians for public 
interests during the next twelve months. 

The first Congress passed a number of 
resolutions demanding certain reforms in the 
administrahon All the speakers expressed 
their loyalty to the British Crown. The first 
Cemgress has been described as *^3 kind of middle-class 
F—B 


( 2 ) 


(3) 


Nature and 
significance 
of the first 
Congress 
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durbar*' One speaker referred to the establishment of the 
British rule in India as *.a merciful dispensation of 
Providence/* The President, speaking on the importance of 
this occasion, said, '*such a thing is possible under British 
rule, and under British rule only/* It has been aptly remark¬ 
ed by Dr. Spear that the membeis of the first Congress were 
“almost more concerned with insisting on their loyalty and 
the blessings of British rule than calling for progress and 
reforms** But with all it"* limitations “a start had been 
made*' and out of it “the political giant of the twentieth 
century grew** 


The second session of the Indian National 
soSn of Congress was held in Calcutta in 1886. It 
the Congress was composed of delegates elected in public 
' ' meetings held for the purpose in different 

provinces. A broader and wider outlook was clearly 
evident. Dadabhai Naoroji in his' Presidential address 
asserted that the Congress should work as a political 
organisation, with a '(political platform, and discuss only 
those matters which affected the whole country. Rajendra- 
lal Mitra in his address said that the people were living 
under “a foreign bureaucracy.** Even though there was 
the usual expression of loyalty to the British Government 
the unmistakable tone of criticism and the spirit of dis¬ 
content were evident. The third session held in Madras 
was presided over by Badruddin Tyabji. This Congress 
also evoked great enthusiasm and revealed the growing 
public interest in the Congress. 

The changing character of the Congress 
Rj^ilanty tib© marked tone of criticism evinced in the 

p the Calcutta Session perturbed Lord Dufferin and 

ongrew other Government officials. Apparently, the 

Congress was not emerging as “Her Majesty's Opposition in 
India** or as “a safety-valve.** The Viceroy gave vent to 
his annoyance by snubbing the Congress as taking a “big 
jump into the unknown** and slitting the Congressmen 
as “microscopic minority “ The Government attitude of 
patronage began to turn into one of positive dislike. But 
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the Congress began to gather in strength and popularity 
and there was increasing participation in the Congress 
sessions and Congress activities. 

The Congress in its sessions continued to criticise the 
Government policy, and pass resolutions demanding reforms. 
But their loyalty to the Crown was always expressed and 
faith in English liberalism and sense of justice was reaflfirm- 
ed. But there was hardly any British Government 
response to the Congress demands. The Congress sought 
to organise public opinion both in India and in England. 
It established a paid agency in London in 1688 which 
arranged lectures in England and distributed pamphlets to 
I)opularise the Congress viewpoint among the English 
public. The efforts did not prove abortive. The British 
Government response came in the form of the Indian 
Councils Act of 1892, 


Indian Confess had been demanding the 

Councils introduction of the elective system and reform 
Act (1892) Qf Legislative Councils, both central and 
local. The Act of 1892 did not directly concede the 
demand of the Congress but it authorised the Viceroy "to 
invite representative bodies in India to elect or select or 
delegate representatives of themselves and their opinicms 
to be nominated to those Houses.** The Supreme and the 
Provinaal Councils were expanded and the members were 
given the ri^t to discuss the Budget and ask questions on 
matters of public interest. The constitutional reforms intro¬ 
duced by the new Act fell fai short of the Congress demands 
and expectations. But the provisions of the Act marked 
considerable constitutional advancement in India. Some 


scholars believed that the Indian Councils Act of 1892 was 


a triumph of the Indian National Congress and it was an 
outcome of the pohticial agitation carri^ on by that body. 
*rhe ^ct also prepared the grou^ for hirther reforms that 
Followed in the next few yearsy^ * 

Croivth nf **11 is die natural htte of aH nattonaEst 


^Jrtreniisin movements to split sooner or later into mo<iea|te 
and extremist sections—the (me beh'eving in patience^ In 
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"gradualness**, in progress by means of lawful agitation and 
constitutional reforms, the other rejecting such methods as 
unavailing and unending.** The Congress proved no excep¬ 
tion to ;he above pattern of developments. In spite of its 
rapid transformation into a truly alMndia orgmiisation. and 
of its growing popularity, a rift in the Congress ranks 
became evident. The Congress expression of loylty to the 
Crown in all the sessions and its “policy of prayer and 
petition** dissatisfied the more advanced section of the 
nationalists A leaning towards the adoption of a more 
radical policy became discernible. 

Ideological 'Th® extremist philosophy owed its develop- 

Background ment to a number of important factors. The 
teachings of Bankimchandra Chatterjee and Swami Vivek- 
ananda prepared the soil for the growth of radical ideas 
though none of them had taken any part in politics. As 
Dr. Amales Tripathi has pointed out, the “Extremist 
challenge’* is to be analysed in the context of the “ideological 
environment” which was created by the preachings of 
Bankimchandra, Swami Vivekananda and Dayananda 
Saraswati. Banldm had shown the way by his criticism 
of the moderates. He was the forerunner of the young 
radicals in politics who had only contempt for the policy 
of prayer and petition. Aurobindo had learnt from Bankim 
that “the future lies not with the Indian Un-national Con¬ 
gress or the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj”. Bankim had com¬ 
posed the hymn BandeiTuitaram which instilled among the 
youngmen— a. true and deep love for the motherland. His 
'Anandamath profoundly moved the generation of 
Aurobindo. The Anandknwth provided an example and 
served as an inspiration for selfless, fearless struggle for 
the freedom of the motherland from tyranny and oppression. 
Bankim also translated into Bengali the Bhagavad Gita, 
with extensive commentaries, which urged men to look 
upon his body as a mere transient thing, to perform his 
duty with detached spirit without caring for result or 
reward, and to carry on his job assigned by God without 
remorse or repent as he was merely doing His work. 
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Swami Vivekananda also often referred to the Bhagavad 
Gita as containing the highest ideal and stating the supreme 
objectives of mankind. The soul stirring messages of 
Vivekananda put die image of the motlierland on a high 
pedestal and he was indeed “the Michelangelo of tlie realm 
of spirit..” 

Political Besides the influence of the ideology of 

ac gioup Bankirri, Vivekananda and Dayananda and 
others the political background of extremism was created 
by several other issues. The moderates were political 
reformers who had high opinion about and faith in the 
British people. But they failed in their efforts to secure 
any worthwhile reform. The Indian Councils Act (1892) 
fell far short of even their expectations. The moderates* 
policy did not succeed in introducing the elective system 
in India and it had also failed to secure simultaneous Civil 
Service examinations. Their other demands had also 
yielded very little result. Consequently, the “second genera¬ 
tion of Congressmen’* questioned the moderate leadership 
as well as its assumptions. 

Economic There were economic factors as well, 

background The Tariff and Cotton Duties Acts of 1894 
and 1896 contributed to the growth of extremist 
ideas These Acts, blatantly formulated at the bidding of 
the Manchester manufacturers, were a severe blow to the 
Indian textile mills. Indian nationalists such as Aurobindo, 
Gokhale, Surendranath and Tilak bitterly criticised these 
legislations and in the process laid emphasis on self-help 
and self-reliance. Dadabhai Naoroji collected and pub¬ 
lished evidence to expose the existence of acute Poverty 
and Un-British Rule in India and Rameshchandra Dutt in 
his monumental Economic History of India revealed the 
story of Bntish commerdal and financial exploitations of 
India. Aurubindo wrote that R. C. Dutt’s work helped pre¬ 
pare the public mind for the boycott movement and Ramesh¬ 
chandra "not only wrote history but created it**. 

By die end of the nineteenth cendiry udien 
extremist ideas were already catching the 


Oth^ 

factors 



38 


INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


imagination of the young Indian patriots, the Viceroyalty of. 
Lord Curzon precipitated the extremist challenge. He had 
no understanding of the Indian people and he viewed him¬ 
self as the symbol of England's imperial mission *'to rule the 
lesser breeds without the law." Curzon started with a very 
poor opinion about Indian intelligentsia and was hostile to 
the Congress. His moves to restrict and reduce the powers 
of local self-government and the attempt to establish rigid 
control over the efducational institutions offended the people. 
The Indian OflBcial Secrets Amendment Act (1904) was a 
threat to the Indian Press and it was considered worse than 
the Act of 1878. The Act of 1904 helped push an effective 
machinery of propaganda “into the willing hands of the 
Extremists.” Japan's victory ovef Russia and the Russian 
Revolution of 1905 threatening the Tsarist regime were 
added incentives to the rapid popularity of extremism. The 
Partition of Bengal and the following Swadeshi movement 
made the wider dissemination and success of extremism 
inevitable 


Aurobindo 
Laipat Rai 
la Tilidc 


an< 


The nineties of the last century were the 
“seed time*' of extremism. It was Aurobindo 
Chose who raised the voice of protest against 
the Congress policy. He had just returned from England 
and had joined the State Service of Baroda. He wrote a 
series of articles entitled “New Lamps for Old” in the 
Induprakash, He frankly stated that the Congress was 
unable to criticise the British rule fearlessly and it was fail¬ 
ing to give the nation necessary leadership. It did not 
redly represent the masses and had not attempted to become 
a popular body. He said, “A body like the Congress 
whi<^ represents not the mass of the population, but a single 
and very limited class, could not honestly be called national.” 
He emphasised the need of “Purification by Blood and Fire” 
and pleaded that the CJongress movement must arouse the 
masses. 

Aurebindo's sharp and strai^tfbrward criticism caused 
&e Congress leaders much concern and annoyance. But in 
die Punjab, the radical trend found great response. Xala 



BEGINNING OF THE CONGRESS ERA 


39 


Litjpat Rai, the “Lion of Punjab’’, in a remarkable review 
pointed out the mam weakness of the Congress and showed 
that it had yet failed to initiate a truly national mass 
movement. 

The chief exponent of the extremist idea, as it was 
called, was Bal Gangadhar Tilak of Maharashtra. He pleaded 
that on the ancient heritage was to be built up the Indian 
future, and that the policy of mendicancy must give way 
to one of assertion of Indian rights. Political agitation must 
spread among the masses, a spirit of self-help must be 
developed, and Swaraj or self-government must be the goal 
of the national movement. “Home rule is my birth right 
and I will have it” was the slogan that he raised, which gave 
a new colour to the movement. He organised the Ganapati 
and Shivaji festivals to awaken mass consciousness. 
Shivaji, to Tilak and other extremists, was not merely the 
symbol of a political revolution. He was, writes Bipin* 
diandra Pal, “the symbol of a grand idea, the memory of 
a noble sentiment, the mouthpiece of a great movement.** 
Patriotic Indians began to look for heroes in the pages of 
history. The Punjabis extolled Ranjit Singh. In Bengal 
the courage and determination of the Bar Bhuiyas (Twelve 
Landlords) were recalled, especiaUy Pratapaditya’s struggle 
against the mighty Mughals. The memory of Sitaram 
and Sirajudoulla was revived. Indeed, 'liero-worship 
swept India” during the closing years of the nineteenth and 
the early years of Sie present century. Thus history’ was 
used to support the extremist thesis. 

Tilak continued to publish his fire-brand articles.' In 
one of these Tilak analv.sed die causes of deterioration, in 
India and wrote : “We are becoming so weak or lifeless 
that anybody may lord it over us or tyrannize over us all.” 
In another article, referring to Congress prayers and peti-^ 
tions, he wrote : “Our shouting has no more affected the 

Government than the sound of a gnat. Let us now try 

to force our grievances into th^ ears by strong constitu* 
tional means.” He stressed die need cff giving political 
education to the villagers and bring them within die fold 




40 


INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


of the Congress. "Then only”, Tilak wrote, "will the 
Government realise that to despise the Congress is to 
despise the Indian nation. Then only will the efforts of the 
Congress leaders bt crowned with success.” Tilak was 
imprisoned for alleged seditious speeches in 1897 which had 
great repercussions on the whole country. 

Moderates Congress was now practically divided 

and into two schools of thought—the Moderates 

Exticmists Extremists. The old Congress leader¬ 

ship including G. K. Gokhale, Surendranath, Pherozeshah 
Mehta, Sankaran Nair and others belonged to the former 
group., Gokhale with his firm faith in the principle of co¬ 
operation. gradual reform and gentle persuasion was a true 
representative of the Moderate group. He later founded 
the Servants of India Society (1905) which worked to foster 
nationalism in a religious spirit among the people. The 
Extremists thrived in the Punjab, Maliarashtra and Bengal. 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak of Maharashtra, Lala Lajpat 
Rai of the Punjab and Bipin Chandra Pal of Bengal 
became famous as Lal-Bal-Pal. Their main contention 
was that "good government is no substitute for self- 
government.” 

The advanced political ideas and burning patriotism 
of the Bengali nationalists provided an excellent breeding 
ground for extremist trends As early as in 1887, Aswini- 
kumar Datta of Barisal presented a mass petition for 
representative Government. In 1897 he criticised the Con¬ 
gress sessioii as three days* tamasha (fun-fair or farce). The 
Bengab* nationalists were also dissatisfied, as the Congress, 
on the plea of being an alMndia organisation, refus^ to 
discuss such vital issues as the miserable condition and 
suffering of the labourers employed in the Assam tea- 
gardens. To discuss such local but important pobtical 
issues was founded die Bengal Provincial Conference in 
1887 Sim^ar organisations were soon set up in other pro¬ 
vinces, The Provincial Confidences immensely contributed 
to the growth of political consciousness and patriotism 
among ^e rural people. 
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The New 
Spirit 


Another significant feature of the national 
movement of the period, particularly in Bengal, 


was the growth of what is known as the New Spirit. This 


was in continuation of the tradition of the Hindu Mela. 


The Industrial Exhibition of 1896 further helped to develop 
this happy trend. The Chinese boycott of foreign goods, 
the Boer War, the Japanese awakening and other progressive 
international movements gave impetus to tiie efforts to 
build up Indian economy. In Bengal Swadeshi Stores 


were opened and campaign for Swadeshi goods was started. 
Sarala Devi, Satischandra Mukherjee, Jogeshchandra 
Choudhury, Balendranath Tagore, Rabindranath Tagore and 
others oiiened a Swadeshi Bhandar to popularise indigenous 
products. Emphasis was laid on physical culture and 
political education of the people. The new spirit of 
nationalism found refulgent reflection in contemporary 
literature. 


Reactionary 
measures of 
Lord 
Curzon 


By the end of the 19th Century nationalism 
had reached a new, stage in Bengal. The 
movement in general also was assuming a shape 
and character which caused the British Govern¬ 


ment much concern. The increasing revolutionary tenden¬ 
cies in the Punjab, Maharashtra and Bengal added to their 
discomfort and apprehension. It was at this critical period 
that Lord Curzon arrived in India (1898) as the new 
Viceroy. He was totally out of sympathy with the Indian 
aspiration and had scant respect for the Congress. In 1900 
he .wrote : “In my belief Congress is tottering to its fall 
and one of my great ambitions while in India is to assist it 
to a peaceful demise.” He took recourse to an autocratic 
and repressive policy to curb the growing trend of dynamic 
nationalism. The Municipality Act (1899) imposed restric¬ 
tions on the power of the el^ed Commissioners of Ihe 
Calcutta Municipality. It was followed by the Indian 
Universities ’Act (1904) which sou^t to cripple the growth 
of nationalistic trends by bringing the Universities under 
greater Government control. The I&dian nationalists were 
in no mood to bow before such reactionary measures. A 
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country-wide agitation against the Act of 1904 was started. 
The Dawn Society, founded in 1902, roused patriotic feel¬ 
ings among the youths. Papers like Dawn and Netn India 
helped to spread extremist ideas in Bengal. 

Lord Curzon, now bent on crushing the 
of the Congress and with it the Indian national 

partition^ aspirations, played his trump card. His first 

o enga operation was to crush the nationalist 

solidarity in Bengal. For some time a partition of Bengal 
on grounds of administrative necessity was being consider¬ 
ed. To this was now added the prospect of exploiting 
the separatist feelings of the Muslims. This would be a 
lethal blow to the nationalist cause. Prompted by these 
considerations Lord Curzon proceeded to give effect to his 
plan of partition of Bengal. It was decided to separate the 
divisions of Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi from the Pro¬ 
vince. These were to be joined to Assam, and a new Pro¬ 
vince called East Bengal and Assam was to be formed with 
Dacca as its capital. 



Chapter IV 


SWADESHI AND SWARAJ 


The Swadeshi Movement : 


Partition partition of Bengal was a sore 

of i^ngal challenge to the Bengali nationalists and it un¬ 
it 90o) leashed a broad, popular movement, unprece¬ 

dented in spontaneity and far-reaching in consequence. 
The rumour of the proposed plan of Partition had been 
widespread for some time past The decision of partition 
was announced on 20 July, 1905, to be effective on and from 
16 October, 1905. TTie plan was opposed by all sections 
of people and the reaction in newspapers was very hostile. 
Numerous public meetings were organised opposing parti¬ 
tion and hundreds of petitions were sent to local authorities, 
Bengal Government, Government of India and to the Secre¬ 
tary of State. Signature campaign was carried on at melas 
and religious festivals. 

In its initial stage the plan of campaign 
public did not include either boycott or Swadeshi, 

reaction emphasis was OH building up an unassail¬ 

able case against the Government decision which appeared 
palpably unjust and unwise. But in spite of all efforts the 
partition came as a rude shock and eye-opener to partriotic 
Bengalis or indeed, Indians. It exposed the limitations of 
die policy of prayer and petition on which Bipinchandra Pal 
wrote, “If anydiing could prove the utter futility of our so- 
called methods of constitutional political agitation, the 
history of the agitation against die proposal to parddmi 
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Bengal has done it.” 

The beginning The announcement of July 1905, set oflF a 
SwadSihi mighty upsurge. It provided “elements of 
Movement unity” and inspired one and all in one way 
or another, for some time at least, to support economic 
Swadeshi and national education to foster the spirit of 
self-reliance. Krishnakumar Mitra in his Sanjibani gave 
the clarion call and urged his countrymen to boycott 
foreign goods and to take a solemn vow to use Swadeshi 
goods only These patriotic proposals found warm and 
ready response and Rabindranath reaflfirmed the peoples' 
unity and unflinching determination in the Bangadarshan. 
Numerous protest meetings were held including a huge 
one held in the Calcutta Town Hall on 7 August, 1905, 
indicating the depth and trend of public opinion in 
Bengal. 

The student community joined the anti-partition 
movement with great enthusiasm. *Bande Mataram was 
taken up as the soul-stirring slogan. Students’ patriotism 
knew no bounds. Surendranath writes : “It was the 
fervour of the students that communicated itself to the 
whole community and inspired it with an impulse the like 
of which had never been felt before.” The ‘Boycott* and 
‘Swadeshi* ideas were fostered and popularised by the 
vernacular newspapers and journals. This new spirit of 
resurgent patriotism found reflection in contemporary 
literature. The soulful songs and poems of Rabindranath 
instilled into the people a burning patriotic zeal and a 
sense of idealism. The plays and songs of Dwijendralal 
Roy, Rajanikanta Sen and others also helped increase the 
ardent emotional faith in the country’s freedom. 

A considerable section of the Muslim communitv led 

0 

by men like Abdul Rasul, Guznavi and Liaquat Hussain 
pledged their support to the Swadeshi ideas. The move¬ 
ment also began to find a large measure of sympathy and 
support outside Bengal. 

In Bengal the Swadhhi and Boycott ideas evoked 
response from all sections and classes of peoide. Popular 
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entliusiasm was indeed unprecedented. Organisations 
like the Brati Samiti, Bande Mataram, Sanatan Sampra- 
daya etc., were formed to promote and propagate 
Swadeshi ideas. Older organisations, e.g., the Dawn 
Society had already been very active in popularising the 
new nationalist spirit. 

The date of Partition, 16 October, 1905, 

Partition^ ° was observed, on the suggestion of Rabindra- 
the^da ^ of* Hath, as the Bakhi Bandhan Day. The 
protest^ ^ observance signified “the indissoluble brother- 
pctober hood between East Bengal men and West 
' Bengal men. between rich and low, between 

Christians, Mohamedans and Hindus born of the soil.” 
“The Bakhi ceremony”, Rabindranath wrote, “will indicate 
that no monarch's sword, however powerful, can cut asun¬ 
der the bond of union implanted by Providence amongst 
people forming one and the same race.” On that day 
people refrained from cooking. Shops and markets remain¬ 
ed closed, vehicular traffic ceased and life came to a stand¬ 
still. Processions were taken out and people tied Bakhi 
on each others wrists. A mammoth public' meeting was 
held in the evening. Ananda Mohan Bose presided over 
the meeting and laid the foundation of the Federation Hall. 
This building was to be “the mark and symbol of their 
indivisible union.” Aftei the meeting a huge procession 
was taken out to the north of the city and there another 
meeting was held where a large sum of money was raised 
for the successful operation of the Swadeshi movement 
which was unique in the history of Indian nationalism, 
Started with an intense emotional resistance against an 
alien governments unwise, offensive administrative mea¬ 
sure. the movement soon transcended its rather limited 
and immediate objective. It was soon transformed into a 
mii^ty upsurge with singular effects on the course of the 
Inffian national struggle 

Boycott and Boycott and Swadeshi programmes 

Swadeshi were interlinked. The success of the former 

progranimes depended on the success of effmts in building 
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Up home industries. As aptly remarked by Dr. R. C. 
Majumdar, ‘The Boycott was the negative, the Swadeshi 
the positive, aspect of die same idea.” Boycott had two¬ 
fold implications. Materially, it was to be used as a 
pressure on Manchester which would react on the Govern¬ 
ment of India Spiritually, Boycott was hoped to dispel 
Maya or illusion of British power and it would be a needed 
sacrifice for Swaraj. .Tilak described Swadeshi movement 
as “the yoga of bahiskaY*\ a religious ritual of self-punish¬ 
ment. To Surendranatb it was in spirit “a protectionist 
movement”, which was expected to usher in “a new era of 
material prosperity” for the masses. Both Tilak and Lajpat 
Rai viewed the movement as a training in self-help, deter¬ 
mination and sacrifice. It was a powerful instrument of 
“political agitation”. The ideas of Boycott and Swadeshi 
were not new. Their origin could be traced to as early 
as 1848 when Gopalrao Deshmukh of Poona advocated it. 
Later it became a major theme of the Hindu Mela. The 
Extremists only "enlarged upon these ideas quantitatively 
as well as qualitatively.” The two ideas became instru¬ 
ments of national agitation and effectively conveyed the 
new spirit of self-help. Textile mills, national banks, 
hosiery, tobacco and soap factories, tanneries, chemical 
works, insurance companies, etc., were set up to emphasise 
the positive aspect of the Swadeshi programme. Swadeshi 
stores were opened. The Swadeshi spirit inspired 
J. N. Tata who founded the Tata Iron and Steel. The 
same spirit also helped the survival of cottage industries 
of Bengal. Swayed by patridtism people preferred coarser 
and dearer Swadeshi goods to ^ner and cheaper foreign 
ones. Groups of volunteers worked untiringly to supply 
the goods from door to door. Surendranath Banerjee, 
Bipindiandra Pal, Aswini Kumar Datta, Aurobindo Ghose 
and others sou^t to make ihe movement as broad-based 
as possil:fle. Various SanUHs, newspapers and foumals 
popularised the movement. Public meetings and proces¬ 
sions, {^cketting, patriotic songs, bonfire of fordgn goods 
and speeches kept the spirit td nationali^ living and 
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burning at white heat. 

Ck)venunent Th^ Swadeshi movement was now assum- 

repression ing the unmistakable character of a national 
struggle for freedom. “The question was no longer the 
boycott of British goods but of British rule/' The Govern¬ 
ment sought to crush the movement by repressive measures. 
As the movement owed much of its success and popularity 
to the students* partici[>ation, the Government sent circulars 
to the educational institutions asking the authorities to take 
stem action against the recalcitrant student-agitators. The 
Government circulars, provocative as they were, raised a 
storm of protest. Out of this critical bitterness was bom 
the idea of National Education, i.e., an education free from 
Government control or influence and tmer to national 
tradition and requirement. The immediate and aggressive 
reply to the Government policy of repression was the 
setting-up of an Anti-Circular Society. Its object was to 
rally the students through processions, pickettings, collec¬ 
tion of funds and creating an awareness by patriotic songs 
and speeches. It also sought to provide educational facili¬ 
ties to students expelled under Government orders or other¬ 
wise victimised. 


Genesis of Possibly the earliest use of the term 

National “national education” was made by Prasanna- 
Education kumar Tagore in connection with the Hindu 
College Fathsala in Jime 1839. The efforts to organise the 
Tattvahodhini Fathsala (1840) and the Hindu Hitharthi 
Vidyalaya (1846) also indicated a desire for a system of 
education that was totally free from any extraneous influ¬ 
ence or control. The idea was further developed in the 
writings and teadiings of Rajnarayan Bose. Bankimchandra 


Chatterjee, Guradas Banerjee and Rabindranath Tagore. 
But the real credit for organising and popularising national 
education belongs to Sati^andia Muldierjee and his Dawn 
Society. He sou^t the introduction of sudi a system of 
education whldi besides caushig intellectual development 
of die studeht would build his spiritual stature. The object 
of English educatiim in India was narrow, being more 
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political and administrative. It only created a large 
number of ambitious job-seekers. Many patriotic Bengalis 
began to regard the University of Calcutta as Goldighir 
Golamkhana. Thus the Swadeshi upsurge, the Govern¬ 
ment Circulars and the resulting Anti-Circular Society 
made the foundation of the National Council of Education 


inevitable. 


National 
Council of 
Education 


In a protest meeting held on 5 November, 
1905, and addressed by the Poet himself, 
Satishchandra Mukherjee, Hirendranath Datta 


and other leaders, the idea of National Education took a 


more concrete shape. Subodh Chandra Mallik made an 


exemplary gift of a lakh of rupees and it was followed 
by another princely donation by the zamindars of Mymen- 
singh. It was not long afterwards that the National 


Council of Education (Jatiya Shiksha Parishad) was form¬ 
ally inaugurated on 14 August, 1906 Under the aegis 
of the National Council of Education a number of National 


Schools were founded in various places. But these schools 
failed to survive foi long in the absence of any real scope 
or opportunity for their students in future in view of ihe 
Government’s hostility to the programme of national 
education.’ But the Jadavpur Engineering College' 
established by the National Council of Education, con¬ 
tinued to maintain a perilous but spirited existence. The 
transformation of this »nstitution into the Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity in 1956 was a fitting finale, true tribute to the selfless 
service, idealism and devotion of its founders. 


Gradually the Swadeshi movement extend- 
of’^the Its influence outside Bengal. Ideas of 

Swadeshi Swadeshi and National Education found 
movement sympathetic response in Bombay, U.P., Central 
Provinces, Madras, Bihar and other places. In spite of 
mounting Government repression and terror the movement 
continued unabated in Bengal. The people of the district 
of Barisal led by Aswini Kumar Datta and inspired bv 
the popular patriotic songs of Mukunda Das braved with 
courage arrests and assaults, ^fhf-charges and flogging. 
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The same spirit was manifest in other parts of the province 
as well. A virtual reign of terror prevailed in East Bengal 
and Assam on which the Manchester Guardian comment¬ 
ed : “It is doubtful if Russia can afFord a parallel to this 
petty-fogging tyranny.” Indiscriminate and merciless 
police attack on a procession organised by die Bengal 
Provincial Conference held at Barisal (April, 1906), pro¬ 
foundly shocked the people. It only precipitated the 
explosion of revolutionary tendencies. 

The chief exponents of the new nationalism or extrem¬ 
ism, as it came to be called, were Tilak, Aurobindo and 


Lajpat Rai. In June, 1906, Tilak came to Calcutta and 
the Sivaji Festival was celebrated with great enthusiasm. 
The Birastami celebrations were organised to instill courage 
and strength into the younger people. The Government 
axe of repression fell heavily on die vernacular press, parti¬ 
cularly on the Bande Mataram edited by Aurobindo Chose, 
the Yugantar edited by Bhupendranath Datta and the 
Sandhya of Brahmabandhab Upadhaya. The last-named, 
charged with sedition, refused to acknowledge the juris¬ 
diction of the court. He stated that he was in no way 
“accountable to the alien people who happen to rule over 
us and. whose interest is, and must necessarily be, in the 
way of our true national development.” His premature 
death in the midst of the trial took away a most active 
mind and a remarkable personality of the age. 

A feature of the Swadeshi movement was 
movemOTt number of industrial strikes that took 

and place during this period. Among the import- 

ant ones were the strike organised by the 
employees of Bum Iron Works (Howrah), of 
the Government of India Press, Bengal Government Press, 
Fort Gloster Jute Mills, East Indian Railway, Calcutta 
Tele^aph and some others. These strikes, originating in 
economic grievances but not altogether void of a "political 
tone” were supported by the nationalists as these were 
directed against European managements. Bengali news¬ 
papers often viewed the strikes favourably and die indus- 


F—4 
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trial unrest was regarded as a contribution of the extremists. 
The Bande Mataram in an editorial (1907) welcomed 
national education^ organisation of volunteers and labour 
strikes as unexpected developments which proved the 
‘divine nature' of the Swadeshi movement. 

The Swadeshi moveineiit facilitated the growth of 
revolutionary tendencies and it also precipitated the final 
break between the Moderates and the Extremists. Restric- 
tns on meetings, impositions of collective fines, imprison¬ 
ment of leaders and deterrent punishments failed to 
scotch the movement. The mighty upsurge caused by the 
partition did not subside even after the modification of the 
partition in 1911 unsettling a “settled fact”. The partition 
of Bengal only widened the gulf between the Government 
and the intellectuals and “{Mrovided the hammer to the 
Congress anvil to make the sparks of the new patriotism 
fly upward”. 


. . The anti-Partition agitation culminating in 

the Swadeshi movement had its obvious 
Swadeshi limitations. The movement fell far short of 
movement objective, an all-round industrial regenera¬ 

tion. The dream of national education hardly materialised. 
It took two more decades before complete independence 
was accepted by the nationalists, excepting the revolu¬ 
tionaries, as the goal of the freedom movement. The efforts 
to boycott foreign goods and promote Swadeshi industries 
left little permanent impression on the national economy. 
Rural uplift and organisation and industrial unrest proved 
ephemeral. The bulk of the population, the peasantry, 
could not really be brought witJiin the fold of die move¬ 
ment. The movement failed to achieve Hindu-Muslim 
unity and could not offer any powerful resistance to the 
communal riots which continued to remain a dark feature 
of Indian politics. The growing popularity of the Muslim 
League and the intensification of communalism unmistak¬ 
ably indicated a fundamental and serious flaw of the 
struggle for independence Undoubtedly, a fair number 
of Muslims had joined the Swadeshi movement. But there 
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is no denying of the fact that by and large the Muslim 
community stood aloof out of a fear of Hindu dominance 
which was steadily fanned by ' muHa’" propaganda and 
British x}olicy. A recent study has suggested that the main 
weakness of the Swadeshi movement was its “inability to 
draw in the peasant masses and to bridge the gulf between 
the Hindus and the Muslims ’* The weakness has been 
attributed to the socio-economic “structural limitations** of 
the movement and its inherited “cultural tradition**. 
Sipiificance Notwithstanding its limitations the Swa- 

of the deshi movement occupies a unique place in 

movement history of the Indian national struggle for 

independence. The movement which had started with 
limited objectives eventually merged with the broader 
current of Indian national movement. As Dr, R. C. 
Majumdar observes, “it was the Swadeshi movement which 
brought nationalism from a realm of tlieory and sentiments 
into the field of practical politics which leavened the life 
of India as a whole.** It was no longer a question of 
partitioned or united Bengal. The issue was “whether 
British rule itself was to endure in Bengal or, for the 
matter of that, anywhere in India.** Dr. Sumit Sarkar has 
pointed out that a remarkable feature of the Swadeshi 
movement was the “simultaneous presence in it, at least in 
germ, of so many of the tendendes and forces which went 
on shaping the liiEe of our people till 1947 and even beyond.** 
It anticipated “the techniques of Gandhian non-coopera¬ 
tion ; volunteer organisations or samitis; labour unions 
with an element of political guidance; the use of the 
religious medium to^ overcome the barrier between the elite 
and the masses, and its unforeseen consquences in the 
sharpening of Hindu-Muslim tensions; &e cult of the 
bomb.** 

The Swadeshi movement was “not merely an ^xmomic 
or a poHtiral movement,** but, according to Surendranadi 
Banerjee, “an all-comprdrensive movement co-extensive 
with die entire circle ^ our national Me.** Evmi Gokhale, 
the Moderate leader, who disaj^^ved of the Boycott pro- 
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gramme as radical, regarded the mov^ent as "a landmark 
in the history of national progress/' He admitted that 
it ‘"helped to draw closer all parts of the country in 
sympathy and aspiration." Mahatma Gandhi wrote that 
the real awakening of India “took place after the Partition 
of Bengal. After the Partition, people saw that petitions 
must be backed up by force, and that they must be cap¬ 
able of suffering." Before 1905, politics was confined to 
the upper strata. “The nationalist movement in Bengal 
from 1906 onwards had for the first-time shaken this up 
and infused a new life in the Bengali lower middle-class 
and to a small extent even the masses.” The above 
appraisal of Jawaharlal Nehru gives an insight into one 
of the salient features of the Swadeshi movement. 

The general impact of the movement on the life and 
thought in Bengal was remarkable in many ways. The 
Swadeshi upsurge produced a rich harvest in the field of 
Bengali literature. It stimulated interest in literary 
history and folk traditions. It gave incentive to scientific 
studies and created interest in classical Indian music and 
painting. In view of the all pervasive influence of the 
Swadeshi movement it has justly been remarked that 
“No other phase of our national movement can boast of a 
cultural accompaniment as rich as Swadeshi." 

Split in the Congress : Morley-Minto Reforms ; 


The 

Swadeshi 

tnovement 


The Congress, as has been noted above, 
was already divided into two groups—^the 
Moderates and die Extremists. The Swa- 


fosters 

extremism 


deshi movement precipitated the crisis in the 
Congress and underHned the split between 


the two sections. The movement encouraged the growth 


of a radical traid both inside and outside the Congress. 


The extremism of Tilak cau^t the imagination of the 


younger g^eration. Of this period Nehru writes in his 


Ataohiogrophy : "TVom 19^ onwards for several years 
India was seedling widi unrest and troubles. For the first 
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time since the Revolt of 1857 India was showing fight and 
not submitting tamely to foreign rule. News of Tilak’s 
activities and his conviction, of Aurobinda Chose and the 
way the masses of Bengal were taking the Swadeshi and 
boycott pledge stirred all of us Indians in England. 
Almost without an exception we were Tilakites or 


Extremists, as the new party was called in India.'* 

Even many Moderates in tlie Congress 
Moderate- disillusioned about the much-eulogised 

Extremist British sense of justice and started leaning to- 
wSeM wards extremism. But the Moderates, in 

general, did not fully approve of the Boycott 
and National Education programmes. The Congress 
objective, as defined in. 1905, was “Colonial form of self- 
government.” In 1906 Dadabhai Naoroji, the Congress 
President, went a step further when he defined it as “self- 
government or Swaraj like that of the United Kingdom 
or the Colonies.” But the term Swaraj was far from 


clearly defined. To the Moderates, it implied self-govern¬ 
ment. To the Extremists, if meant complete autonomy 
free from alien rule. Aurobindo Chose, one of the chief 


exponents of extremism, said, “Political freedom is the life- 
breath of a nation.” He emphasised the doctrine of 
passive resistance as an effective weapon in the struggle 
against foreign rule. ‘The method of passive resistor”, 
he explained, “is to abstain from doing something by 
which he would be helping the Covemment.” The pro¬ 
gramme of Boycott was explained by him as “refusal of 
cooperation in the industri^ exploitation of our country, 
in education, in government, in judicial administration, in 
the details of official intercourse.” 


The Moderates totally disa^eed with the Extremist 
doctrines of passive resistance and political freedom. They 
viewed these ideas as harmful and impractical. Cddiale 
went so far as to say that “only mad men outside lunatic 
asylums could think or talk of independence.” The 
Moderates firmly believed diat dieie was no alternative 
to British rule for a l(mg time to come and ccmstitutiond 
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agitation was the most suitable and efiFective form of con¬ 
tinuing the national movement.. Undoubtedly, there was 
much logic in die Moderate arguments. As one scholar 
writes, “it is di£Bcult not to feel that the Moderates were 
right at the time, as Tilak was partly right for the future.” 
But extremist ideas forged ahead owing to the inspiring 
leadership of Tilak, Aurobindo, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin- 
chandra Pal, Khaparde and others and die feelings and 
hopes raised by the Swadeshi movement. 

The breach between the Moderates and 


Surat 
Session 
(1907) t 
the open 
rift 


the Extremists was in the meantime widening. 
The indications of an impending showdown 
were evid^t in the Congress sessions of 1905 
and 1906. The expected clash took jplace in 


the historic Surat Session of' 1907. The issues on which 


the split came sharp were the resolutions on Self-Govern¬ 
ment, Boycott and National Education^ The session prac¬ 
tically ended in pandemonium with the Congress organi¬ 
sation in the hands of the Moderates and the abrupt 
secession of the Extremists from the body. 

The Moderates pinned their hopes on British rule 
“which alone could secure to the country the peace and 
order which were necessary for slowly evolving a nation 
out of the heterogeneous elements of which India was 
composed and for ensuring to it a steady advance in differ¬ 
ent directions” Continuance of British rule was, accord¬ 


ing to the Moderates, necessary for the best interests of 
the people. 

TK- The Moderates* firm faith in the British 

to "rally" the sense of lustice and in the efficiency of the 
Moderates British rule have been attributed • to the 


appointment of John Morley as the Secretary of State for 
Ii^ia and Lord Minto as Viceroy. The increasing feeling 
of despondency coupled with manifestation of revolution¬ 
ary trends called for immediate remedial measures in die 
form of constitutional reforms. It was evident that a 


mere policy of repression would not ease the mounting 
tension headings for a crisis. The new Viceroy Lord 



SWADESHI AND SWARAJ 


55 


Minto contemplated a more “sympathetic” and “just” 
policy and he did not wish to underrate the Indian 
National Congress like his predecessor Curzon. But he 
also felt that the Congress was being dangerously dominat¬ 
ed by the Bengalis. Minto was averse to the importation 
of Western political institutions into India. He only 
envisaged one Indian member in the Executive Council, 
a Council of Native Princes and a Council of Landowners 
and influential people. 

On the other hand Morley, who had several meetings 
with the Moderate leader Gokhale in London, believed 
that unless the Congress demands were at least partially 
met these would assume more serious propoi^tions. At 
the same time Morley was aware of the separatist feeling 
of the Muslims and he was eagerly looking forward to a 
detente with them. In August, 1906, the Aga Khan led 
a Muslim delegation to Lord Minto to plead for separate 
Muslim electorate in the coming constitutional reforms. 
In 1906, on the initiative of Nawab Salimullah was found¬ 
ed the Muslim League to remove the need of a political 
organisation for the Muslims. The Moderate-Extremist 
split and the growing popularity of the Extremists also 
worried Morley who was anxious to do something “in the 
Moderate direction” to “draw the teeth of the Extremists”. 


The ascendancy of the Extremist leaders like Tilak and 
Bipinchandra Pal worried the Viceroy as well. Tlius the 
Indian political situation and the considerations mentioned 
above prompted the British Government to “rally” the 
Moderates by granting reforms. At the same lime effort 
was made to placate the Muslims by conceding the demand 
for ‘separate electorates^ and ‘wei^tage.' 

Morlev-Mtato , Th® new poHcy was proelMm^ in the 
nefomii form of Morley-Minto Reforms (1909) which 

(1909) came into force as the Indian Coundls Act of 


1909, This was “a practical attempt to control and canalise 
the now fast flowing current of Indian nationalism.” Its 
provisions included appointment of an Indian member of 
die Govemoi-GeneraTs Executive Cound! as well as of 
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the Provincial Executive Councils. Satyendra Frasanna 
Sinha (later Lord Sinha of Raipur) was the first Indian 
Member of the Govemor-General's Council. The number 
of members of the ImjDerial and the Provincial Legislative 
Coimcils was increased. The Executive Councils of 
Bombay and Madras were enlarged and the Act of 1909 
provided for the establishment of similar Councils in 
provinces ruled by Lieutenant-Governors. The principle 
of election was introduced in the constitution of these 
bodies. But an official majority was retained at the 
Centre. In the Provincial Legislatures the non-official 
members had the majority but the nominated members 
usually voted with the official members. The constitu¬ 
tional reforms had serious limitations. The elected mem¬ 
bers were elected by a very narrow electorate.. The powers 
of the Legislature were very restricted. Many important 
issues of public interest such as the Army, Foreign Rela¬ 
tions, Native States, etc., could not be debated. The Act 
of 1909 conceded the Muslim demand for separate repre¬ 
sentation bv members chosen by a Muslim electorate. Thus 
the principle of communal representation was introduced. 

The Refoims Though the Morley-Minto Reforms of 
prove 1909 are regarded as an important landmark 

unsatisfactory jjj history of constitutional changes in 

India, they failed to satisfy both the Moderates and the 
Extremists. The former were at first jubilant, but the 
jubilation was rather shortlived as the ‘Divide and Rule’ 
poficy behind the Reforms became quite evident even to 
casusil observers among them. The new Act was undoubt¬ 
edly an advancement on the past one, but at the back of 
it loomed up the “shadow of Pakistan”. The Lahore 
Session of the Congress (1909) expressed its strong dis¬ 
approval of the creation of separate electorates on the basis 
of religion. Gokhale considered the Reforms unjust on 
similar grounds. Surendranath felt that the Reforms feU 
far short of the expectaticms of the Indians “in regard to 
many matters of vital importance.” 

It is important to note that die promoters of the 
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Moriey-Miiito Reforms did not think in terms of democracy. 
Morley himself categorically stated, “If it could be said that 
this chapter of reforms led directly or necessarily to the 
establishment of a parliamentary system in India, I for one 
would have nothing at all to do with it.” Significantly, the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report (1918) had to concede that 
the Morley-Minto Reforms could not justly be described “as 
embodying any new policy. The change was one of 
degree and not of kind.” 

The Indian Councils Act of 1909 failed to produce the 
(desired results. Even many of the Moderates were drift¬ 
ing away from the Government. The new Viceroy, Lord 
Hardinge, repealed the Partition of Bengal in December, 
1911. with the hope that it would stem the tide of rising 
nationalism and restore peace. But a bomb attack on him 
a few days later put an end to any such hope. It revealed 
that the malady was far too deep-rooted and extensive 
tp'be cured so easily. 


7 


War-Time Nationalism : Home Rule Movement : 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms : 


Dubious 
loyalty 
during the 
First 

World War 


The Moderate victory in the Surat Session 
proved ephemeral. Without the Extremists 
the Congress became more a party orgam'sa- 
tion than a national body. The Extremists also 
foimd it difficult to set up an effective organi¬ 
sation. Besides the Government repressive measures, the 
imprisonment of Tilak and the retirement of Aurobindo 
from politics (February, 1910) affected the Extremists 
appreciably. 

During the First World War (1914—1918), Indians in 
general remained loyal and co-operative in return for 
which they expected fulfilment of the demand for Self- 
Government. On this Nehru writes : “There was little 
sympadiy with the British in spite of loud professions 
ol loyalty. Moderate and Extremist alike learnt with 
satisfaction of German victories. There was no love 
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for Germany of course, only the desire to see our own 
rulers humbled.” Nationalism all over the Asiatic world 
had made tremendous progress during the last few yeai*s. 
The success of Japan over Russia (1905), the Young Turk 
Movement (1908), The Persian Movement (1909) and the 
Chinese Revolution (1911) had deeply impressed the Indian 
nationalists These had made them impatient with the 
British rule. “The older nationalists had been hoping for 
the freedom of their children or their childrens children— 
the younger ones were hoping now to live to be free 
themselves.” 

Yjjg Tilak, after his release in June, 1914, was 

Lucknow keen on Moderate-Extremist unity. The 
Pact ( 1916 ) declaration of war against the Allies by Turkey 
brightened the prospect of an alliance between the Muslim 
League and the Congress. Both the Congress and the 
League held their sessions at Lucknow in 1916. Here an 
alliance was concluded between the two parties which 
became famous as the Lucknow Pact. By this Pact the 
League demand for ‘separate electorates' was accepted by 
the Congress. A joint scheme of constitutional advance on 
the basis of Dominion Status was adopted. It was no doubt 
a Congress “surrender to Moslems” but the sight of the 
League and the Congress marching together for a common 
cause raised big expectations among the nationalists. The 
Muslim League, though prompted by their concern for 
Turkey and the Caliphate, had nevertheless, to some extent, 
overcome the fears deeply planted by the Aligarh Move¬ 
ment. In that respect the Pact was “a triumph for Indian 
nationalism”, though it ultimately failed to stand the test 
of time. 


Moderate- 
Extremist 
reunion : 
decline 
of the 
Mediates 


The Lucknow Session of the Congress also 
saw the re-union of the two parties—the 
Moderates and the Extremists. It was made 
possible largely owing, to the initiative of 
Mrs. Annie Besant and the keenness of Tilak. 


Ihe latter wished to make the Congress “more progressive, 
more militant, more active.” The re-union, however, was 
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of doubtful value and it was soon wrecked on the issue of 
MontagU'Chelmsford Reforms. The Moderates were los¬ 
ing (heir hold on the nationalist politics. The death of 
Gokhale and Pherozeshah Mehta in 1915 had weakened 
the party. Tilak was now looked upon as the leader of 
the national struggle and the new Home Rule Movement 
caught the imagination of the people. 

The Home Rule Movement : 

Mrs. Besant, the celebrated leader of the 
Theosophic movement and known for her 
social and educational activities, joined the 
national movement in 1914. She sought to 
rouse public opinion in England in favour of the Indian 
demand foi self-government. She founded a Home Rule 
League in September, 1915, with the object of demanding 
'‘Home Rule for In^a.'" The Home Rule League was 
not welcomed by the Moderates. They thought that its 
programme overlapped the Congress objective and would 
weaken the Congress. Branches of the Home Rule League 
were founded in Bombay, Madras, Allahabad, Kanpur 
and other places. Mrs. Besant worked untiringly to popu¬ 
larise the idea of Home Rule among the masses through 
personal contact and the two organs New India and 
Common Weal. 

Another great protagonist of the Home 
Tilak. On his initiative was 
League founded the Indian Home Rule League in 
April, 1916. Its object was "to attain Home 
** Rule oi Self-Government within the British 

Empire by all constitutional means and to educate and 
organize public opim'on in the country towards the attain¬ 
ment of the same.” Through his writings and speedies he 
raised public support for the scheme of Swaraj. His intense 
patriotism, selfless service to the cause of natioxialism and 
bold leadership earned for Tilak die affectiOTlate honoriflc 
Lokamanya. 


The 

Home Rule 
League of 
Mrs. Besant 
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Home Rule Home Rule Leagues of Mrs. 

Movement : Besaut and Tilak worked in close co-operation, 
its significance The movement made rapid progress and created 
great public enthusiasm. This caused the 
Government serious concern and it took measures to check 
its progress. Mrs Besant was interned which caused 
popular resentment. It only helped to excite the intelli¬ 
gentsia and vitalised the Home Rule Movement. The 
Home Rule Leagues pressed for a demand that had no 
chance of immediate realisation. Thus the movement had 
an inherent weakness and its failure was inevitable. Yet, 
tlie achievements of the Home Rule movement were not 
insignificant. The Government promise of progress towards 
Self-Government may partly be ascribed to the Home Rule 
agitation. The agitation gave the demand for Swaraj a 
national character. However, there were regional varia¬ 
tions in the nature and strength of the Home Rule Move¬ 
ment. It was most powerful in Maharashtra and Karna¬ 
taka—strongholds of Tilak. Mrs. Besant s League had 
followers in the city of Bombay and in Gujarat, Sind, United 
Provinces, Bihar etc. In Madras also Mrs. Besant’s 
League had niany supporters. The Home Rule Movement 
underlined the necessity- of national organisation at local 
level. It has been pointed out by Dr. H. F. Owen that the 
League s “channels of communications” proved very useful 
in future mass movements. Finally, the Home Rule 
Movement “imparted a sense of impatience to the national 
movement as a whole”, and precipitated the demand for 
independence. 

Even the Moderates were displeased 
Government action. The Congress 
announce a and the Muslim League were considering the 
question of adopting Passive Resistance for 
achieving political objectives which made the 
Government much concerned, paiticularly as the British 
then were wholly preoccupied with Bie First World 
War. llie public opinion in England was also running 
in favour of adopting a new and more liberal policy 
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to the Indian problem. The British Government had 
to take cognizance of the changing situation and announce 
a new policy. The announcement made on 20 August, 
1917, by Edwin Montagu, the Secretary of State 
for India, stated ; “The policy of His Majesty's 
Government, with which the Government of India are in 
complete accord, is that of the increasing association of 
Indians in every branch of the administration and the 
gradual development of self-governing institutions with a 
view to the progressive realisation of responsible govern¬ 
ment in India as an integral part of the British Empire." 

Montagu came to India to ascertain public 
opinion and discuss the practical aspects of the 
policy enunciated. Its outcome was the 
famous Montagu-Chelmsford Report on Indian 
Constitutional Reforms (22 April, 1918). 

The main features of the recommendations were 
Dyarchy and devolution of power by the Home Government 
to the Government of India., and by the latter to the Pro¬ 
vincial Governments. The Report formally pronounced 
Responsible Government as the goal for India. Dyarchy, a 
kind of double government, was to be introduced in the 
provinces. Important departments such as finance, police, 
general administration, etc. were to be dealt with by the 
Governor, and an Executive Council of two members, 
responsible only to the Government of India and Parliament. 
These important departments or subjects were called 
“Reserved .Subjects”. Less important departments, called 
“Transferred Subjects”, were to be dealt with by Ministers 
chosen from the elected members of the Provincial Legis¬ 
lature. Hie Ministers would be responsible to the Legisla¬ 
tive Council for the subjects placed under them. Other 
recommendations included addition of one more Indian to 
the Govemor-Generars Executive Council, enlargement of 
legislatures, extension of the frandiise, separation of Central 
and Provincial budgets, etc. The Report laid stress on the 
necessitv of rapid Indianisation of the services. Separate 
dlectorates were provided for die Sildis in die Punjab. The 
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substance of the recommendations were embodied in the 
Government of India Act of 1919, which came into force 

Tlie Montagu-Chelmsford Report belied 
the great ex^jectations raised by the original 
announcement of Montagu. The new Act un¬ 
doubtedly marked considerable progress in the 
the Congress process of constitutional development started 
in 1861. Still it fell far short of tlie demand and expecta¬ 
tion of the Indian nationalists. Two of its most serious 
limitations were that the legislature had virtually no control 
over the Governor-General and his Executive Council. But 
the Central Government was given extensive control over 
the provinces. Secondly, the franchise was strictly limited. 
The Report caused the final spb't in the Congress. The 
Moderates welcomed the Report and viewed it as a definite 
advancement to th<; realisation of self-government. They 
were in favour of giving the reforms a trial and keen on 
co-operating with the Government in implementing the Act. 
Explaining the Moderate stand, Surendranath writes, “We 
accepted the Reforms for what they were worth. We knew 
their limitations. But in the existing circumstances it seem¬ 
ed to us that the best tiling we could do was to work them, 
to qualify for more and press for more. Here was an oppor¬ 
tunity for peaceful, orderly and progressive realization of 
self-government.” But the Extremists were thoroughly dis¬ 
appointed with the Report and favoured its total reejection. 
The Moderates had by now lost their hold on the Congress 
organisation which was at the moment dominated by the 
Extremists led by Tilak. Even Montagu has said : **The 
Congress is completely identified with Home Rule.” 

In a special session in Bombay (August, 
1918) the Congress reiterated the demand for 
ihdisn Self-Government and condemned the Report 
pSEation ^ inadequate, disappointing and unsatis¬ 
factory. It passed a number of resolutions 
proposing modifications. Tl\p Moderate leaders, in view of 
the knOwn attitude of Rie Extremists who had a vast 
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majority in the Congress, boycotted the session. Most of 
the Moderates. leaving the Congress, later founded the 
Indian Liberal Federation, and came to be known as 
Liberals. 

It is not difficult to explain the Extremist 
tide of attitude of hostility to tlie new proposals. 

Causes^'oT ’ die First World War nationalism had 

Extremist made rapid strides in India. The expectations 
doubts (jf Indian industrialists of industrial 

development and prosperity had not materialised. There 
was greater economic hardship for tJie common people. 
The course of international developments gave impetus to 
the growdi of Indian nationalism. During the First World 
War tlie Western Powers like Britain, France, United 
States, etc., had spoken eloquently of democracy and the 
right of self determination of all people.. But die Versailles 
Settlement exposed llie hollowness of such pronounce¬ 
ments. The dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire led to 
the beginning of the Kliilafat Movement. Tlie Russian 
Revolution of 1917, the proclamation of the Irish Republic 
by the Sinn Fein party, the growdi of Egyptian nationalism 
under the Nationalist Party of Zaghlul Pasha, the May 
Fourth Movement in China and offier events in different 
parts of the world indicated the rising tide of nationalism. 
Thus, it was not easy for Indian nationalists, as Coupland 
admits, “to accept Ae claim of a foreign Parliament to 
decide whether and where and to what extent Indians 
had shown themselves fit for self-government.” Besides 
this was involved the question of British sincerity and 
intentions. The Indian nationalists had their doubts which 
were soon confirmed bv the notorious Rowlatt Bills and 
the atrocious incidents in the Punjab. 

In the meantime die Home Rule Movement had be¬ 
come more popular and powerful. The Governments 
refusal to give passports to a Home Rule delegation to 
England led by Til^ caused much discontent and agita¬ 
tion. Ultimately, Tilak was allowed to leave for England 
in Sept^ber, 1919, where he sou^t to popularise the 
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Indian nationalist view-points through meetings, speeches 
and conferences. 

Revolutionary Activities : 

Revolutionary activities or ‘terrorism*, as these were 
popularly known, constituted an important aspect of the 
Indian struggle for independence. Outside the broad 
sphere of Congress politics a militant spirit of nationalism 
had been growing steadily. These militant nationalists 
had no faith in die apparently laborious and long path of 
constitutional agitations. These men, very small in number 
but charged with fiery patriotism and bitter hatred for the 
foreign rule, thought of more direct and violent ways of 
ending the British rule in India. 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century 
revohitionftry secret societies were formed in Bengal and 
activities Maharashtra. The young revolutionaries 

received inspiration from the writings and speeches of 

Tilak, Aurobindo, Bankimchandra, Swami Vivekananda 

and others. A number of secret societies formed in Bengal 

in the last quarter of the nineteenth century did not have 

any concrete revolutionary plan or programme. But one 

of the earliest possible efforts was that of W. B. Phadke of 

Bombay. He founded a revolutionary society with the 

object of putting an end to the British rule in India by 

organising an armed rebellion. The scheme failed and 

Phadke suffered terriblv. But his name and efforts con- 

* 

tinned to serve as an inspiring example for future Indian 
revolutionaries. After a comparative period of lull, revolu- 
tionaiy activities revived partly owing to the influences 
of the Ganapati and Sivaji festivals organised by Tilak. 
The most notable incident was the execution of the 
Chapekar brothers in 1897 for murdering two unpopular 
Briti^ officers in Poona. There were sporadic revolution¬ 
ary activities in western and central India towards die end 
¥ 

of the m'neteenth century. Notable among the revolu¬ 
tionary societies of the period was the Arya Bmdhab Satnaf 
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with which Tilak was connected. Among other members 
of this association were P. S. Khankhoje, Vrajachand 
Potdar and Jamnalal Bajaj 

Anushdan Revolutionary tendencies were rapidly 

Bamity growing in Bengal One of the pioneers of 
revolutionary activities in Bengal was Pramatha Mitra, a 
barrister. He was the President of tlie Anushilan Somi/y, 
one of the earliest and most famous secret societies In 
Bengal. It received active help and encouragement from 
Swami Saradananda, Sister Nivedita and Aurohindo Chose. 
In 1902, seeking to promote armed insurrection in Bengal, 
Aurobindo*i emissary Jatin Bandopadhyay met Pramatha- 
natli Mitra of the Anushilan Samity. S<K)n after Aurohindo 
himself came to Calcutta and initiated at Midnapore, a 
group of youngmen including Hemchandra Kanungo and 
Salyen Bose into the revolutionary movement. The 
struggle of the French levolutionaries and the Italian 
nationalists served as models foi their Indian counterpart. 
Sister iviiveditas Kali the Mother profoundly influenced 
Aurohindo and partly inspired his Bhavani Mandir (1905) 
which glorified die worship of Bhavani, a manifestation of 
Sakti Mso connected with the growth of the Anudiilan 
Samity and revolutionary ideas in Bengal were Barindra- 
kiunar Chose, Surendranath Tagore, Sarala Devi and many 
others. There was a close contact between the revolu¬ 
tionaries of Bengal and Maharashtra. This was largely 
owing to the efforts of Sakharam Canesh Deuskar—a 
Marathi scholar who made significant contribution to the 
growth of nationalism and national education in Bengal. 
ThcKTOwj Swadeshi movement greatly helped 

ii^atienM ^ growth of revolutionary tendencies. More- 

contemporary current of world events 
had a telling effect on the young patriots in 
tihe Punjab, Maharashtra, Central India, Bengal and other 
parts of the country. Ihe defeat of the Italian Anny at 
Adowa in 1894 at the hands of the Abyssinians, the victor^ 
^of Japan over mighty Russia, the Young Turk movement 
etc., made the young patriotic Indians more emotional and 
F-~5 
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impatient. On this state of feeling at tlie turn of the 
century Coupland writes : “Freedom as a far-off goal was 
no longer enough. The> ^vanted it not only for their sons 
but for themselves. And it was not so much with the back¬ 
ward state of India that they felt impatient now : it was 
with the British Raj.” Radical papers and journals gave 
vent to this feeling ot discontent and impatience. The 
G*)voinm(‘ut i>olicy of terror tmd repression and attempts 
to gag the press led to outbreak of violence. Bombs were 
manufac'tured and attempts on die lives of unpopular 
government officials became frequent. An attempt was 
made on ^lie life of a most unpopular judge named 
Kingsford by Khudiram Bose and Prafiilla Chaki on 30 
April, 1908 Prafulla Chaki committed suicide to evade 
arrest and Kliudiram was tried and hanged. Both these 
young revolutionaries became household names in Bengal 
and were honoured among the first martyrs to the cause 
of freedom. A few Jays later the police searched and 
Aliporc found a bomb factory in Maniktala, Calcutta 
IJomb Cafe and arrested a large number of revolutionaries 
including Aurobindo and his brother Barindra Kumar 
Chose. The trial of these men became famous as the 
Alipore Bomb Case. In course of the trial the approver, 
the Public Prosecutor and a police officer were assassinated. 
Most of the accused were convicted and sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment and transportation for life. But 
Aurobindo was acquitted mainly owing to the brilliant 
pleading of his counsel C. R. Das. 

^hhtnava Tl'® Dacca Anushilan Samiti led by Pulin- 

bihari Das continued to carry out terrorist 
activities and revolutionary propaganda with great zeal. 
Branches of the Amtshilan SamiU had also sprang up in 
other parts of East Bengal, Noith Bengal, Chandemagore 
and other places. Similar secret societies had also been 
formed jn Bihar, Orissa, the Punjab, Maharashtra, Raja¬ 
sthan and Madras. Notable among die revolutionaries in 
the Punjab during this period were Ajit Singh, Amba 
Prasad, Lain Har^yal and Lafpat Rai. The last named. 
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though actively connected with the Congress, had secret 
contact with the revolutionaries. In Maliarashti'a fore¬ 
most among the revolutionary associations was the Abhi* 
nava Bharat set uj in 19(H. V. D. Savarkar, later to 
become fanious as a Hindu Mahasabha leader, was one of 
the most active and leading revolutionaries in Maharashtra. 
Tlie Abhimva Bharat did much to disseminate rcvolution- 
ar}' ideas among the youth by emphasising on physical 
culture which include sword and lathi plays, riding, 
swimming ar4d mountain-climbing. The educational 
institutions provided good breeding ground for revolu¬ 
tionary ideas and activities. One of its members, P. N. 
Bapat, was .^cnt to Paris to learn the art of bomb-making 
from Russian revolutionaries. The Abhinava Bharat had 
close contact with other secret societies of wcstcni and 
central India. A plot to manufacture bombs was dis¬ 
covered by the police. This led to the Kolhapur Bomb 
Case in which the convicted revolutionaries had to sufiFer 
long terms of imprisonment. K. G. Khare and Karve in 
Maharashtra, Arjun Lai Sethi, Bharat Keshari Singh, Rao 
Copal Singh in Rajasthan, Vanchi Aiyar, Ndakanta 
Br^machari in Madras were some of die well-known 


revolutionaries of this perod. Revolutionary activities had 
intensified in Bengal and in December, 1908, several pro¬ 
minent Bengali leaders, including Aswini Kumar Datta and 
Krishna Kumar Mitra, were deported. The same year Tilalc 
was sentenced to 6 years* transportation which caused great 
excitement throughout the country. 

Indian Revolutionary activities and propaganda 

revolutionaries were also conducted outside India in Indo- 


abroad China, Singapore, Siam, Afghanistan, in the 
U.S. and in Germany. One of the pioneers among Indian 


revolutionaries abroad was Shyamji Krishnavarma. In 
1905 he founded the Indian Home Rule Society in London 


and started the journal Indian Sociology He gatha^ed 
round him a group of revolutionaries and die centre of 
theii; activities was the 'Indian House* founded by Shyamji 
in Ltaidon. A cfese associate of Shyamji was Madam 
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Kama. She continued revolutionary propaganda in Europe 
and America. Among other notable Indian revolutionaries 
abroad were Raja Mahendra Protap and Sardar Singh Rana. 
In 1913 the Ghadar Party was formed in the U.S. with 
Indian workers and students, mostly Punjabis, with the 
object of overthrowing the British rule. For some time 
the Ghadar movement was very active in the U.S. and 
drew public attention. A few years earlier Taraknath 
Das and others had founded the Indian Independence 
League (1907) in California. Lala Hardayal was one of 
the most active members of the League. 

, ' During all these years revolutionary activi- 

og a ja in ^ intensified in Bengal. Attempts were 

made during die First World War to estabb'sh contact with 
Indian revolutionaries abroad One of the most remark¬ 
able efforts was a secret scheme of an armed rebellion 


with arms and ammunitions imported from abroad with 
German help. The plot was unearthed by the police. But 
the plot was made memorable by a heroic struggle put up 
by Jatindranath Mukherjee against the police forces at 
Balasore in course of which he courted death valiantly on 
9 September, 1915 For his unique courage and fighting 
qualities Jatindranath earned die affectionate honorific of 
Rash Behari Bagha (Tiger) Jatin. Rash Behari Bose was 
another well-loiown revolutionary of this 
penod. Enjoying a high position in public life he was 
secredy connected with revolutionary activities in northern 
India. He was the brain behind the attempted assassination 
of Viceroy Hardingc (December, 1912). After the failure of 
a plot of armed rising in February, 1915, he escaped to 
Japan and continued his revolutionary activities there. 
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AcHiaiQ) Visible signs of unrest among the masses, 

- ' post-war atmosphere of expectation mixed with 

fear and anxiety arid the spread of revolutionary activities 
prompted the ^vemment to perpetuate its wartime re¬ 
actionary measures. In 1919 a Committee headed by Mr. 
Justice Rowlatt was appointed to investigate the alarming 
growth of revolutionary activities and to make recommenda^ 
tions for their eflFective suppression. The Committee in its 
Report suggested most coercive measures with curtailment 
of the liberty of the people. On the basis of die Report was 
passed the ill famed Rowlatt Act which provided for arrest 
and trial even without a show of normal legal procedure. 

Disappotoiment , The Bowlatt Act roused the people’s 
of the righteous indignation and stirred even the 

Moderates Moderates to raise their voice of protest 

Surendranath warned that there would be agitation, 
"intense, bitter, widespread, accentuated by deep discon¬ 
tent,” and asked, "Is this a prospect which the Government 
contemplates with unconcern ?” His anger and dis¬ 
appointment was understandable. The Moderates were 
expectantly looking forward to constitutional reiorms. But 
the Rowlatt.Act followed by a policy of unprecedmted re¬ 
pression disc^redited the Mo^rates and dietr policy. They 
had already lost ccmtroi of the Congress now their 
political future looked bleak. 

the auH-EowIatt Act agitattcm brought ^ 
the lore of the natiomd movement ^e new leader 
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with a new technique, Mohandas Karamdhand Gandhi. 
He had Brst attracted attention by his successful 
application of Satyagraha or passive moral resistance for 
vindicating the limits of the Indians in South Africa. On 
his return from South Africa he had been drawn to the 
Indian national movement. He had founded an Ashrama 
at Ahmedabad (1915) on the banks of the Sabarmati to 
teach Indians ihe ideals and method of Satyagraha. In 
April, 1917, he earned admiration by leading a 'successful 
movement, rather a mission, which put an end to the miser¬ 
able sufterings of ihe peasants of Champaran in North 
Bihar. His recourse to the first of his many historic fasts 
had led to a satisfactory settlement of a long-drawn dispute 
between mill-owners and labourers of Ahmedabad. 

Candhijj s appeal to the Viceroy against 
atyagr a Rowlatt Bills was ignored. He then assum¬ 

ed leadership of the first all-India agitation. He founded 
the Satyagraha Sahha whose members were pledged to 
disobey the Act and court arrest voluntarily. This novel 
method of agitation appealed to the Indian people. The 
first reaction of the young nationalists, as Nehru writes, was 
“one of tremendous relief*. It was to them “a way out of 
the tangle, a method of action which was straight and open 
and possibly effective.’* The whole country witnessed a 
Punjab unique and spontaneous outburst of mass 
happenings agitation. The Government tried to put it 
down with an iron hand and did not hesitate to take atro¬ 
cious and brutal steps. But the most heinous criminal 
action was that of General Dyer. His troops opened 
relentless fire without warning on thousands of unarmed 
people assembled for a prohibited meeting at Jallianwala 
Bagji in Amritsar (13 April, 1919). Tliere was no means of 
exit from the park and scores of people were killed and 
injured in >he ^ng. The massacre of Jallianwala Ba^ was 
followed by martial law and a veritable reign of terror in 
Tallianwaltf Punjab. The shocking and dreadful news 

Eaffh of Government atrocities in the Punjab pro- 

masmere foundly pained and moved all sections of 



A NEW LEADER AND A NEW ERA 


n 


Indians. Hie feelings of the people were voiced by 
Rabindranath in his immortal letter to the Viceroy renounc¬ 
ing the Knighthood as a protest against the massacre of 
Jallianwala Bagh. As soon as the martial law was with¬ 
drawn rehef work was organised led by Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Swami Shraddliananda and others. 

Gandhiji was deeply grieved at the Punjab incidents. 
But he was more distressed to see that the agitation started 
by him had not altogether been free from violence, for 
Ahimsa was one of the cardinal principles of Satyagraha. 
He admitted his failure to apply Satyagraha in its true spirit 
and regretted his '‘Himalayan miscalculation." 


Amritsar 
Congress 
( 1919 ), 


The Amritsar Session of the Congress 
(December, 1919) was the “first Gandhi 
Congress.” Gandhiji emerged from it as the 


leader of the national movement. Motilal Nehru had 


appealed to the Liberals to join this session. He urged on 
them to respond to the call of “the lacerated heart of the 
Punjab.” But die appeal went unheeded. The Congress 
had already denounced the- Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 
as unsatisfactory. Still Gandhiji persuaded the Congress 
to soften its attitude so as to give die new Reforms a fair 
trial. But it did not take long before the national move¬ 
ment changed its cour.se and Gandhiji’s policy and pro¬ 
gramme took an altogether different line. The sudden and 
dramatic change was caused by two inddents. These 
were, firstly, the rousing welcome accorded to General Dyer 
on his arrival in England ; secondly, the beginning of die 
Khilafat movement m India. Gandhiji supported the 
Khilafat movement as be saw in it the possibility of cement¬ 
ing Hindu-Muslim unity-^ pause which was very dear to 
his heart. But before dwelling on the origin of the Khilafat 
and the subsequent Non-Co-operation Movement it is neces¬ 
sary to review the growth of Muslim consciousness and the 
Muslim attitude to political developments in the preceding 


years. 
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Juuslim attitude : the Aligarh Movemmt and its effect on 
Muslim political ideas : 

In all spheres of life and thou^t in the 
19th Century the Muslims in India were 
decidedly less advanced than the Hindus. This 
backwardness was very much in evidence in the 
slow growth of political consciousness and 
national sentiment. That Indian nationalism and political 
agitation in the 19th Century had a distinct Hindu clement 
and leadership cannot be overlooked. One of the weak¬ 
nesses of the nationalist movement was that it failed to 
develop a pan-Indian patriotism. This was perhaps un¬ 
avoidable and natural under existing conditions, but never¬ 
theless unfortunate. The explanation is, however, not far 
to seek. The Muslims in general were hostile to the 
estabUshment of the British rule in India. It was Muslim 
rule which the British had supplanted. Not unnaturally 
^'Moslem minds leapt back across the interval in which 
the Moghul Empire was collapsing to the period of its prime 
and regarded the British as usurpers of the Moghul throne.” 
The introduction of secular English education and the re¬ 
placement of the Persian by the English language naturally 
hurt their pride. The Muslims steered from a sense of 
humiliation which caused their indifference, if not anti¬ 
pathy to English education. But English education, it was 
not realised, was the most important contributing factor to 
Indian awakening and political awareness. Hius Muslims 
failed to fruitfully participate in the general development 
which owed its origin to Western thou^t and science. 
New political ideas meant little to them, while “probably 
the average Hindu student at this time knew more about 
liberal doctrines and nationalist movements in Europe than 
most young Englishmen.” 

. Thus, while nationalism was fast spreading 

la^rr wid* among the Hindu intelligentsia, the Muslim in 
s^ntific general remained aloof. The Wahabi move- 
U^i^and repercussions on the Indian 
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National Muslims but it hardly left any lasting influence. 
/LswcIatiOTj comparison with numerous predominantly 
( 1878 ) Hindu organisations there were only a few 

notable Muslim organisations. 

In 1863, Nawab Abdul Latif founded the Muhammadan 
Literary and Scientific Society of Calcutta. This 
organi.sation essentially had social and educational purpose 
and it represented those Muslims of Bengal who wished 
to adopt “English education and European customs.” The 
Society strictly kepi itself aloof from politics and was very 
vocal in expressing its loyalty to the Crown. In 1878, Amir 
Ali established the National Mahommedan Association. 
This body also expressed its concern for English education 
and loyalty to the British rule. They considered Abdul 
Latif too conservative. Amir Ali believed that Government 
help was necessary for the revival and progress of the 
Mushms He turned down Surendranaths invitation to 
join the Indian Association because he felt that the Muslims 
needed a political association of their own The fear of 
Hindu domination was deeply rooted in his mind. The 
National Mahommedan Association raised the demand for 
I)referential treatment for the Muslims and sought to 
popularise its programme dll over the country. For some 
time the Association thought in terms of co-operation with 
the Hindus and it even helped in the organisation of the 
second National Conference in Calcutta in 1885. But 
the spirit of co-operation soon disappeared. 

Sir Syed ^ ushered in by Sir Syed 

Ahmad Khan Ahmad Khan He came of an aristocratic well- 
( 1817 - 1898 ) to-do Muslim family of Delhi. Beginning from 
a lower rank in the Gvil Service, he rqse to the enviable 
position of a member of the Govemor-Gcnerars Council in 
1878. He wrote a book on the causes of the Indian Revolt 
of 1857 in which he denied die official conviction that the 
Muslims were mainly responsible for the Mutiny. Syed 
Ahmad believed that unless the Muslims remained loyal to 
the British rulers and accepted Western education they 
could not hi^ to make progress and compete with the 
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Hindus for higher positions. He wrote that the Muslims 
should welcome the system of education introduced by the 
British, otherwise they would not only remain a backward 
community but also “sink lower and lower until there will 
be no hope of recovery left to them.'' Keenly aware of the 
backwardness of his community Syed Ahmad ri^tly 
diagnosed the malady, originating in the apathy to 
English education. He urged the Muslims to react 
positively to Western education and modem scientific 
knowledge. He also advocated social reforms in Muslim 


society on rational lines In 1864 he started the Translation 
Society, later renamed Scientific Society of 
CoRcie Aligarh. A short visit to England in 1869 
iouwlfd impressed him immensely and made him a more 
ardent admirer of English culture and educa* 
tion. English education, according to him, was a desidera¬ 
tum for the Muslims in India. So he founded at Aligarh in 
1877 the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College for impart¬ 
ing English education lo the Muslims. The institution, 
later to become the Muslim University of Aligarh, render¬ 
ed great service to Muslim educational advancement and 
political consciousness 


Growth lit 
separatism : 
Fear of 
Hindu 
domination 
planted 


Sved Ahmad. was a patriot. He sup¬ 
ported the demand for Indian representation 
in the Councils He had great admiration for 
the role of the Bengalis in the awakening of 
India. He said, “Bengalees are the only 


people in our country-whom we can properly be proud of 
and it is only due to them that knowledge, liberty and 


patriotism have progressed in our country." He pleaded 
for Hindu-Muslim co-operation and unity. But gradually 


Syed Ahmad became inclined to the view that as the 
Hindus wei^ far ahead of the Muslims in education and 


other respects, die Muslims in their own interest should 
keep away from die new nationalism. Moreover, in view 
of Muslim backwardness and minority, all political con¬ 
cessions to Indians should be acHompanied^iiy safeguards 
for die Muslims. He firmly planted among them the fear 
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of Hindu dominance in case representative government 
was introduced in India. His attitude was &at Demo¬ 
cracy being majority rule, would in India mean Hindu 
rule. So he vigorously opposed the demand for the 
introduction of the elective system in India. He argued 
in 1886 that die country was unprepared for representative 
government. Two years later Syed Ahmad, in a speech, 
invited the British rulers to remain in India for her peace 
and prosperity “for many years—^in fact, for ever.” He 
urged the members of his community to co-operate with 
the British. 

This, according to him, was essential to avoid eclipse 
and absorption by the Hindus. He' was opposed to the 
Congress and its programme. Badruddin Tyabji, who pre¬ 
sided over the third session of the Indian National Con¬ 
gress in Madras (1887), tried unsuccessfully to allay the 
apprehensions and enlist the support of the Muslims who 
opposed the Congess. As a counter to National Congress 
Syed Ahmad founded the United Patriotic Association in 
1888. Two years earlier in 1886, he had founded the 
Annual Muslim Educational Conference which helped to 
<disseminate Muslim political ideas. Thus, as Coupland 
observes, “The Moslem recoil from Congress nationalism 
was mainly Ahmad s doing”. 

Role of Th® centre of 'this new Muslim outlook 

Beck and policy was the Aligarh College'for which 

it became famous as the Aligarh Movement. A zealous 
exponent of the new doctrine was Theodore Beck, the 
Principal of the College from 1883 to 1899. This young 
scholar from Cambridge has been viewed as the real 
architect of Muslim separatism His mouthpiece was the 
College organ InstUuttf Gazette^ Beck argued diat 
parliamentary systeip of government was meaningless in 
a country like India which contained “two or more nations 
tending to oppress the numerically weaker.” Beck dis- 
favotn^ competitive examinations as .they would give 
“unjust advantage to Bengalis.” He argued that the 
principle of proportionate representation of difiFerent classes 
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in high government posts was unworkable in India. 
Some scholars believe that Beck was responsible for the 
growth of Muslim hostility to the Congress. But as 
Dr. Anil Seal rightly points out, **Beck fired the opening 
shots in the campaign, but his arguments were so similar 
to Sycd*s that it is difficult to tell whether it was he who 
followed Syed s lead or Syed his.” The Aligarh Move¬ 
ment succeeded in alienating the bulk of the Muslims 
from the national movement and in doing so, sowed the 
seeds of the “two-nation” theor>. 

The “two-nation” theory and Muslim 
Svemm*>nt Separatism received encouragement from the 
encoiiraRcs British Government as it presented them with 
of ^ handy and effective weapon to weaken 
nationalist forces. Viceroy Dufferin challenged 
the Congress claim to represent all Indians. He wrote in 
1888, “Already it looks as if the Mohammedans were rising 
in revolt against the ascendancy which they imagine a 
rival and less virile race is desirous of obtaining over them.” 
Lord Ciirzon also had similar ideas. One of the driving 
motives behind tlie decision to partition Bengal was to 
cause division among the people and gain Muslim loyalty 
and support. The Swadeshi movement succeeded in draw¬ 
ing some Muslim leaders within its fold. But the Mushm 
masses in general remained unresponsive or indifferent to 
keeping pace with the main current and directional trends 
of Indian nationalism. Ihey had viewed with suspicion 
and apprdhension die Extremists* action of recalling the past 
glories of Hindu India by holding die Sivaji and Ganapati 
festivals. The Muslims of East Bengal, led by Nawab 
Salimullah of Dacca, welcomed the Partition in the hope 
of gaining preference and other advantages in the new 
Province .The annual Muslim Educational Conference held 
in December, 1906, welcomed and approved die Partition 
of Bengal. The Aga Khan led a Muslim delegation in 
August, 1906. to plead for separate Muslim electorates in 
the coming constitudonal reforms. The demand, as stated 
above, was conceded in the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909. 
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Foundatioa separatist Muslim leaders felt the 

of the necessity of independent organisation and 
aSo^ ^*“*action and they wished to secure, as the Aga 
Tiaii wrote, ^'independent political recognition 
from the British Government as a nation within a nation”. 
To remove the long-felt need of a political organisation 
for the Muslims was founded in 1906, the All-India Muslim 
League. The initiative was taken by Nawab Shalimullah 
Khan of Dacca The objects of tlie League were : 

(1) To promote loyalty to the British Government. 

(2) To protect and advance the political rights and 

interests of the Muslims of India and respectfully 
represent their needs and aspirations to the 
Government. 


(3) To prevent the rise among Muslims of any feelings 
of hostility towards other communities without 
prejudice to the other objects of the League. 


The Muslim League firmly adhered to the policy of 
separation, welcomed the partition of Bengal, opposed the 
national movement led by die Congress and condemned 
the Swadeshi movement. The principle of ‘separate 
electorate*, originally deviced by Morley and Min to, and 
conceded in the Morley-Minto Reforms, satisfied the 
Muslims but widened the gulf between the Hindus and the 


Muslims. In spite of Congress abhorrence and opposition 
the communal approach began to be clearly lined. The 
annulment of partition was a bitter disappointment for many 
Muslims who regard^JtW^W die word^^i^ 

Pk, I M^Wfield. as unwarranted de 

ggm mr a tnat 

^ assistance T Ijufermitteurboiii^ dufiSs 



already strained relations between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. This proved a stumbling b}ock in the path of a 
united struggle for Self-Government. The Ludmow Pact 
of 1916, however, considerably improved the situation. 
The defeat and humiliation of Turkey in the First World 
War and the British policy towards the former odended the 
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feelings of Indian Muslims and led to the Khilafat move¬ 
ment. 


Khilafat leads to Non-CO’Operation 


Gandhiji 

SUplXHtS 

Khilafat 

imivanent 


The main object of the Khilafat movement 
was to force the British Government to change 
its attitude to Turkey and restore the Turkish 
Sultan, i.e., the Khalif to his former position. 
Tlie movement was started in India in 1920 by the Ali 
brothers, Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali. Gandhiji had 
genuine sympathy for the cause and he saw in it an oppor¬ 
tunity for cementing the Hindu-Muslim entente as "will 
not occur for another hundred years.” The Congress lent 
full support to the movement.- In March, 1920, Gandhiji 
issued a manifesto in which be announced his famous doc¬ 
trine of Non-Violent Non-Co-operation for mobilising the 
people for a united mass movement. 

Factora emergence of Gandhiji as the leader 

behind the ihe Indian national movement and the 

jjneigcnce of Congress acceptance of the non-co-operation 
policy and Gandhian technique of struggle did 
not prove very easy. Gandhijis personal charm and 
magnetism, persuasiveness and charismatic personality 
undoubtedly contributed to his assumption of leadership. 
But he was also helped by some other factors. The 
inherent weakness of the Home Rule Movement leading 
to its decline, the eclipse of the Moderates, the dilemma of 
the Extremi sts and the death of Tilak left the field open 

fot the rise of a n^w leadership. 

However, it was not easy for other nationalist leaders 
^ efficacy and '^doin of 
poucy ana technique. Analysing me factors behind the 
Non-Co-operation Decision of 1920, Dr. H. Broomfield 
has shown that the "Hindu hhadraiok politicians” did not 
view with fiavour a people's movement of the kind which 
Candhiji proposed to launch. The Umdrdhk or the middle- 
class 'respectable people’, Broomfield argues, "did not 
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understand the masses' and they felt no confidence in their 
ability to lead or even control them should the existing 
order of political and social relationships be shaken/’ They 
feared diat mass agiiution would lead to violence. 
Broomfield attributes Gandhiji’s ultimate success over his 
opponents to the fact that Gandbiji won over a large sec¬ 
tion of the bhadralok community. Increasing economic 
hardship, decline of the Moderates and the vacilation of 
the Extremists had thrown the ‘lower-class bhadralok* in 
confusion. To them Gandhiji seemed to be a man with 
a new approach and principle on whom they could repose 
their confidence. Another source of Gandhijis strength 
was that he succeeded in emerging as a truly ‘national’ 
leader. His gi'owing authority in tlie Congress had an all- 
India basis It has been rightly observed diat “Tlie old- 
style Congress, a federation of provincial grandees, was 
being destroyed by Gandhi’s consolidation of die powers 
of the 411-India Congress executive and his intrusions into 
provincial politics.” Above all. Gandhiji had a unique 
capacity to move the masses and create unprecedented 
excitement and enthusiasm all over the country. 

The principle of Non-Co-operation was 
Ck}-operatidn adopted by the Central Khilafat Committee, 
movement jjjg movement was formally started on 1 
August, 1920. a day also memorable for the death of Tilak. 
In a special session held in Calcutta the Congress adopted 
the resolution on Non-Co*operation moved by Gandhiji. 
In the resolution Gandhiji made it clear that besides the 
question of Khilafat, the Non-Co-operatlon movement was 
to be launch^ in view of the Punjab atrocities, the subse¬ 
quent exoneration of Sir Michael • O’Owyer, the Lt 
Governor of the Punjab, and other guilty officers and 
finally, the estabfishment of Swarajya which alone could 
only ‘^vindicate national honour” and "prevent repetition of 
similar wrongs in future.” The Non-Co-operation was 
also "conceiv^ as a measure of disciphne and self-sacrifice 
without which no nation can make real progress.” The 
bleeding heart of the Punjab had deeply moved Gandhiji 
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and was largely responsible for the change from his earlier 
policy of co-operation. The Government’s callousness 
now made him declare that "Co-operation in any shape or 
form with this satanic government is sinful.” 

The Non-Co-operation programme included surrender 
of titles, honorary o£5ces. resignation from nominated seats 
in local bodies^ boycott of Government functions, with¬ 
drawal of children from Government controlled and aided 
institutions, establishment of national schools and boycott 
of British courts, legislature, etc. Great emphasis was laid 
on the promotion of Swadeshi, hand spinning and weaving, 
removal of untouchability and collections for the Swarajya 
fund among other items. The Charka (spinning wheel) 
and manufacture of Khaddar became the symbol of the 
resurgent national sentiment. 

Tlie Non-Co-operation movement became a mighty 
tidal wave sweeping through the length and breadth of the 
whole country and drawing into it all sections of people. 
It was highli^ted by the renunciation of legal practice by 
Motilal Nehru and Chitta Ranjan Das, and resignation 
from the Civil Service by young Subhaschandra Bose. 
Among other notable participants were C. Hajagopalachari, 
Gopabandhu Das, the brothers Vithalbhai and Vallabhbhai 
Patel, y. M. Sen Gupta, Ajmal Khan, Sarojini Naidu, 
S. Srinivasa lyengai, Abul Kalam Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Lala Lajpat Rai and the Ali brothers. Students came out 
of their schools and colleges and joined the movement in 
thousands. The arrest of the Ali brothers only intensified 
the movement People courted arrest voluntarily. Nehru 
gives a very amusing story that the Superintendent of the 
packed Lucknow prison used to tell the jailor, who was a 
Khan Sahib, that if he could succeed in allowing some of 
the Congress prisoners to* escape then he would be recom¬ 
mended for the title of Khan Bahadur. The movement 
also swayed poor Sildi peasants in die Punjab to revolt 
eg^nst gross evils and abuses prevailing in some Sikh 
temples, tn die South, the Muslim peasantry of Malabar 
known as Moplahs. rose against money-iend^. and land- 
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lords who were mostly Hindus. But this rising unfortun¬ 
ately assumed a communal character and caused much 
innocent bloodshed. 

The Non-Co-operation movement alarmed die Govern¬ 
ment. The Prince of Wales was brought to India to evoke 
the traditional feelings of loyalty. But the day of his 
arrival in India (17 November, 1921) was observed as 
Hartal in Bombay and other parts of the country. The Con¬ 
gress had decided to boycott the Royal visit. The visit thus 
failed to have the desired effect. 

In its Ahroedabad Session held in Decem- 
Congress adopted a resolution 
Disobedience approving Non-Co-operation and urging the 
people to organise individual and mass Civil 
Disobedience. Gandhiji was appointed as "the sole 
Executive authority of the Congress’" to launch Civil Dis¬ 
obedience. On 1 February, 1922, Gandhiji announced his 
decision to start mass Civil Disobedience in Bardoli in Surat 
district of the Bombay Presidency. The "announcement 
caused great expectation and excitement. But 
Gandhiji suspended the proposed Civil Dis¬ 
obedience because of a sudden mob violence 
on a police station at Chauri Chaura in U.P. 
killing twenty-two policemen. Gandhiji's 
decision caused great disappointment. But 
the Congress Working Committee meeting at 
Baidoli a few days later approved the susi^ension of Non- 
Co-opefation and Civil Disobedience. Gandhiji was arrest¬ 
ed and tried in March, 1922, and was sentenced to six' 
years" simple imprisonment. This did not produce the 
expected upheaval and thus came to end the Non-Co-opera- 
Hon movement. Evidently, as the Congress Civil Dis¬ 
obedience Enquiry Committee admitted in its Report, die 
countiV was not yet prepared for a mass Civil Disobedience 
movement. Moreover, with the transformation of Turkey 
into a secular republican state under Kamal Padia, the 
Khilafat movement had collapsed. This had seriously 
afiketed t^ Non-Co-operation movement. And with it the 
F—6 
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glowing prospect of a Hlndu-Muslim entente ^'dissolved like 
a summer thundercloud.” 

The Non-Co-operation movement is a land- 
of^the^^Xon- mark in the Indian struggle for independence. 
(Jo-operation It was a mass movement whose message readi- 
movement remotest village. It generated a feeling 

of freedom and helped remove the deep-rooted feeling of 
frustiation and helplessness. It enhanced the morale of 
the people and inspired them to challenge the old colonial¬ 
ist mentality. It had raised national dignity. The solid 
values of mass organisation, discipline and sacrifice were 
learnt by experience. Gandhiji had “converted the 
nationalist movement into a revolutionary movement.” Its 
ultimate gain outweighed the immediate losses. The Con¬ 
gress had become a force to-reckon with and hereafter it 
went on from strength to strength. The movement also had 
its social significance. Gandhiji’s emphasis on the need to 
remove the evils of ca.'Jte barriers and his deep concern for 
the welfare of the Harijans, his crusade against untouch- 
ability had made the people conscious of the social evils 
and accelerated the process of internal reformation. The 
emphasis on khadi and tho stress on the necessity of freeing 
the poor people from the exploitation of landlords, money¬ 
lenders and businessmen added economic significance to 
the movement launched by Gandhiji. All these gave a 
new dimension and direction to the Indian national move¬ 
ment. 


Post-Non-CO'Operation years : Swarajya Party : 


Swarajya 

Party 

formed 


The susi)ension of the Non-Co-operation 
movement followed by Gandhiji's arrest and 
sentence led some Congressmen to explore 
other methods of continuing the national struggle. Some 
of diem, led by Chitta Ranjan Das and Motilal Nehru 
thou^t of contesting the elections to die Legislative 
Councils with the object of wrecking the reforms horn with¬ 
in by “uniform, consistent and continuous obstruction.** 
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But others in the Congress were opposed to this policy and 
programme as it went against the basic Congress principle 
of Non-Co-operation. But in reply to this it was argued 
that a changing situation justified a change in policy. With¬ 
in the Congress there w’ere now two schools of thought— 
the No changers and the Pro-changers. Though in its 
annual session at Gaya (December, 1922) the Congress voted 
in favour of the No-changers, yet Pro-changers founded 
the Swarajya Party to contest the elections to the Councils 
and carry out its programme of wrecking the reforms from 
within. The danger of a formal split in the Congress was 
however averted and the Swarajya Party started to function 
as an integral part of the Congress. 

The new constitution which had come 
into force in 1921, being boycotted by die 
Congress, was working none too well. Except¬ 
ing in Madras where the Justice Party had 
developed into a well-organised and disciplined part>% the 
new Act failed to achieve anything or fulfil any expecta¬ 
tion. The Liberals, pressed between peoples’ non-co- 
operation and the Government’s unresponsive rigid policy 
and attitude, were in an unenviable situation. The Libert 
party itself was too loosely knit and ill-financed to form 
stable ministries and work out cxinstructive programmes. 
Failure Liberals were routed by the Swarajya 

(jf the nominees in the elections of November, 19^. 

Swarajyists Swarajva Party “for the first time, brought 

a new and aggressive element in the Councils.” But with¬ 
in a few years the Swarajyists foimd it difficult to do much 
in the Council politics. The death of C. R. Das in 1925 
not only weakened the Swarajyists but also took away one 
of the most outstanding national leaders. 

The Swarajyists came in for mudi criticism in the 
press. They were accused of dragging the Congress “into 
the mire of the Councils” and of misleading the educated 
classes. They were criticised for neglecting the masses 
and imwittingly contributing to the ^owth of communal 
diss^ision. The Swarajya Party ultimately walked out of 
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the legislatures without attaining its objectives. Motilal 
Nehru ruefully admitted tliat the offer of co-operation had 
l)cen “contemptuously rejected” and it was time to think of 
“oilier ways” to achieve the objective. 
c:(Mnmunai With the suspension of the Non-Co-opera- 

rnjts : ivnod tion movement and failure of tlie Swarajya 
of titpiession party a comparative period of depression over¬ 
took the nationalist movement. The end of the Khilafat 
movement followed by the suspension of Non-Co-operation 
had an adverse effect on Hindu-Muslim relations. Frequent 
deplorable communal riots began to break out since 1923. 
The Muslim League, which had so long been passing 
dirough a lean period, again became prominent under the 
leadership of M. A. Jinnah (1876—1948). A persuasive 
speaker and barrister, Jinndh in his youth had come into 
close contact with nationalist leaders like Muhammad All 
and G. K. Gokhale. In 1910 he was elected to the Imperial 
Legislative Council from the Bombay Presidency. He was 
active behind the signing of the Lucloiow Pact of 1916. He 
was elected President of the Muslim League in 1920 and 
enjoyed that position for many years to come. Jinnah soon 
became an ardent supporter and exponent of the ‘two- 
nation* theory and Pakistan. Spearheaded by Jinnah the 
Muslim League pressed hard separatist demands. Com¬ 
munal relations worsened An All-Parties Conference and 
even a 21-day fast by Gandhiji failed to have the desired 
effect on communal relations. The British Government's 
policy and attitude to the demand for Self-Government 
remained unchanged. So the national movement seemed 
to have struck a bad patcii 


Anti-Simon agitations ; Reinvigorated Nationdism 


Aopointment 
of the 
Sfmon 
Cnmmissicm 
( 1927 ) 




The drooping spirit of the national move¬ 
ment received a mudi-needed fillip from the 
appointment of the Simon Commission. The 
demand for Self-Govemment was growing in 
India. Even tiie Liberals were disappointed 
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with the Government of India Act of 1919. The British 
Government felt the need of a fresh review of the political 
situation in India. The announcement was made in 
November, 1927. All the seven members of the Commission 
being British, opposition to this exclusive foreign composi¬ 
tion of the Commission provided a common meeting ground 
for all the political parties. The Commission, on its arrival 
in India in February, 1928, was boycotted by tlie Congress, 
the Liberal and a large section of the Muslims. Besides 
the question of its composition, the Congress was opposed 
to the Simon Commission on the ground tliat there could be 
no question of “an enquiry into our fitness for Swaraj or for 
any measure of responsible Government.” 

Anti-Sirnoit The Simon Commission met with black flag 

demonstrations and hosHle demonstrations. In one such 
demonstration at Lahore. Lala Lajpat Rai was seriously 
injured in a wanton police assault on the agitators. His 
deadi shortly afterwards was naturally attributed to this 
injury and intensified ihc people’s wrath and determination. 
Pandit Govinda Ballabh Pant’ also received serious injuries 
from a police lathi charge on anti-Simon demonstrators in 
Lucknow from which he never completely recovered. 
Jawaharlal Nehru himself, being in the thick of the fray, W’us 
another victim of this humiliating treatment. Thus the 
whole country was once again in fennent and “an intended 
gesture of goodwill became a rallying cry for freedom.” 
Pendrel Moon has aptiv remarked that the all-white Simon 
Commission was “a first-class blunder.” 

A more positive aspect of the movement 
CoiJpSSice : was an All-Parties Conference which met at 
Nehru Lucknow in August, 1928, to produce a draft 

constitution for India. This was to be an 
effective reply to the Secretary of State for India, Lord 
Birkenhead’s challenge to the Indian nationalists “to pro¬ 
duce a cK>nstitution which carries b^ind it a fair measure 
of general agreement” among the Indian people. The 
Conference accepted a draft constitution framed by a 
Cbmmittee, headed by Motilal Nehru. It bec;aihe famous 
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as the Nehru Report or the Nehru Constitution. In the 
Report^ Dominion Status was stated to be the goal all 
the 'recognised parties in India."' It emphasised that 
attainment of dominion status was not viewed as a remote 
stage of evolution but as “the next immediate step”. In 
reply to the argument tliat social and political conditions 
in India were not suitable for dominion self-government 
the Nehru Committee wrote : “We do not deny that there 
is much need for social advance. Indeed, the need seems 
to us to be urgent and imperative. We feel, however, that 
that is an argument for, rather than against, the establish¬ 
ment of responsible government; for we believe that 
without real political oower coming into our hands, a real 
programme of social reconstruction is out of the question 
The Report of the Committee repudiated ‘separate 
electorates’ and ‘weightage' and provided for secmity for 
all tlie Muslims by the principle of provincial autonomy. 
It laid stress on ‘freedom of conscience and the free profes¬ 
sion and practice of religion', ‘right of free expression of 
opinion*, ‘right to free elementary edhcation', equal civil 
rights and equality of all citizens before the law, etc. A 
nota!>le feature of the future Commonwealth of India 
would be that “There shall be no State religion for the 
Commonwealth of India or for any province in the 
Commonwealth, nor shall the State either directly or in¬ 
directly endow anv religion or give anv preference or 
impose any disability on accoimt of religious belief or 
religious status.” 

The acceptance of the Motilal Nehru 
Report by the All-Parties Conference was a 
rare example of political foresight and wisdom 
on the part of the Indian political parties. 
Unfortunatelv, the accord reached in the Con¬ 
ference proved shortlived. A few months later the Report 
was’reiected by the Muslim League led by Jinnah^ The 
All-fndia Muslim Conference (January, 1929) adopted 
Teii^tion on Muslim d^ands. It stated that ‘separate 
el^orates’ had become the law' of the land and the 
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Muslims could not be deprived of that right without their 
consent. It pleaded for a federal constitution with maxi¬ 
mum provincial autonomy and vesting of 'residual powers* 
in the Provinces. The Conference demanded “weightage* 
and ‘adequate safeguards* for the protection of Muslim 
interests in India. Thus once again the communal question 
wrecked the possibility of a united front for a common 
cause. The pro-Congress Natioalist Muslim Party formed 
by Dr. A. M. Ansari failed to achieve much. It could 
hardly reach the Mushm masses. The deatli of Ajmal 
Khan was also a distinct loss to the cause of Hindu-Mush'm 


unity. 

Calcutta annual session, held in Madras in 

Session ^of March 1927, the Congress had declared 
Congress complete Independence as its goal. In view 
one-year of that the Congress acceptance of the goal of 

grace Dominion Status, as laid down by die Nehru 

° Report, was thought to be a step backward, if 

not a positive climb down. The younger section of the 
Congress, led by Javvaharlal Nehru and Subhaschandra 
Bose, had founded die Independence for India League. The 
Left wing in the Congress was very unhappy with this 
modification of the Congress objective. There was poss¬ 
ibility of a clash in the Calcutta Session (1928) of the Con¬ 
gress between the two schools of opinion. After lively 
discussions in the session the Congress agreed to accept 
Dominion Status, if it was granted by the British Govern¬ 
ment within a year. Failing that, the Congress would 
revert to its goal of Independence and “will organise a 
campaign of non-violent Non-Co-operatiofl.** It was a skil¬ 
ful compromise for which Gandhiji had worked. 

The year 1928 witnessed remarkable 
a^vLr erf developments. As Nehru writes : “Early in 
significant 1925 India was still quiescent, passive, perhaps 

recovered from the effort of 1919- 
1922; in 1928 she seemed fresh, active, and 


full of suppressed energy. Everywhere there was evidence 
of this; among the industrial workers, die peasantry, 
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tniddle>class youth, and the intelligentsia generally.” The 
Trade Union jiiovement, led by tlie All-India Trade Union 
Congress, had become powerful. Industrial disturbances 
took place in various parts of the country. In 1928 there 
were more than two hundred strikes in India. The militant 


Girni Kamgar Unions of the cotton textile industry in 
Bombay and southern Maharashtra became very powerful. 
A general strike, supported by the Ginii Kamgar Union, 
took place in Bombay in March, 1929. There were numer¬ 
ous otlier '^^trikes throughout that year. There were indi¬ 
cations of peasants' unrest, especially in U.P. and Gujarat. 
The heroib struggle of tlie peasants of Bardoli, led by 
Vallabbhai Patel against Govemment attempt to increase 
revenue earned the admiration of the whole country. The 
civil disobedience and no-tax campaign organised by Patel 
crippled the administration in tlie area. The leadership 
of this heroic struggle made him known as Sardar. The 
movement ended a few months later when the Bombay 
Government agreed to appoint a Committee to revise the 
rates. During this period, youth movement became 
popular and widespread. Innumerable Youth Leagues 
were founded and Youth Conferences enthusiastically held. 
Besides the.se, there were the anti-Simon agitations and 
the sitting of the All-Parties Conference. Revolutionary 
activities were also spreading fast. Indeed, the political 
situation was explosive and full of possibilities. 

Ramsay Labour Party came to power 

Maccionalfl’s in Britain. Simon wrote a letter to the 


^nounce- Premier, Ramsay Macdonald, suggesting a con- 
(31 October, ference of the representatives of both British 
1929) India and the Indian States, for reaching an 

agreement as vride as possible. The suggestion was 
accepted and on 31 October, 1929, the Viceroy Lord 
Irwin declared that “it is implicit in the declaration of 
1917 diat the natural issue of India's constitutional pro¬ 
gress, as there contemplated, is the attainment of 
Dmninion Status.” He also announced that a Round 


Table Conference would be summoned soon. Irwin 
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wanted, in his own words, “to bring to the body politic 
of India the touch that carries with it healing and health.” 
His declaration was welcomed by Indian leaders and it 
created a favourable reaction. Prospects of a compromise 
looked bright Hie Congress accepted the invitation to 
the Round Table Conference but suggested that it should 
have the largest representation and 3iat all political pri¬ 
soners should be released. But the Announcement of 
October, 1929 produced an adverse reaction in the con¬ 


servative circles in England. They argued that Irwins 
declaration would only encourage the Indian nationalists 
to press for more unrealistic demands. On the other hand 
the conservative reaction made a section of Congress 
men, headed by Jawaharlal Nehru, suspicious 
British intentions. In order to remove the 
MeeUng misunderstandings between the Congress and 

Government a meeting was arrange'^ 
between Viceroy Irwin and Gandhiji. In 

the meeting Gandhiji demanded an assurance from the 
Viceroy that Dominion Status was immediately forth¬ 
coming. But Irwin W'as unable to give such an assurance. 
So the Gandhi-Irwin meeting proved futile. This caused 
much disappointment and the Congress was set to launch 


another mass movement. 


Civil Disobedience Movement : 

Jawaharlal Nehm presided over the 
Congress annual session of the Congress held in Lahore 
(1929) (December, 1929). After his heroic leadership 

of the Bardoli Peasants' movement, Vallabbhai Patel had 
become a national figure and many people suggested his 
name for the presidentship of the L^ore Congress. But 
Gandhiji preferred Jawharlal who, in his opinion, repre¬ 
sented youth and dynamism. Maulana A2ad also wished 
to see Nehru as the Congress President, for he felt that 
Jawaharlal “would make a great appeal to Moslem youth.” 
The election of Nehru also indicated the* growing strength 



90 


INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 


of the Left wing in the Congress and there was great 
eniiiusiasm all-round. In Nehru’s own words “this over¬ 
flowing enthusiasm was for a symbol and an idea’’. There 
was “thunder in the air” and the events of 1919 were 
remembered with all their humiliations and glories. The 
one-year grace' fixed f>y the Calcutta Congress expired. 
The Lahore Congress adopted the resolution on 
Independence and the action to be taken for achieving 
freedom. The Congress resolved that it was fruitless to 
participate in tlie proposed Round Table Conference and 
declarefl diat the entire scheme of Nehru Committee’s 
Report had lapsed. It furtlier declared tliat the word 
‘Swaraj’ should mean ‘Complete Independence’. Tlie 
Congi-es.s Resolution concluded : 


'As a preliminary step towards organising a a campaign for Independ¬ 
ence, ami in order to make the Congress policy as consistent as possible 
widi the change of creed, this Congress calls upon Congressmen and 
oth('r$ taking part in the national movement to abstain from participating 
directly or indinjctly in future elections, and directs the present Congress 
rnoinbers of the Legislatures and Committees to resign their seats. This 
Coi)[gr(?ss appeals to the N.ition zealously to prosecute the constructive 
programmf! of the Congress and authorizes the All-India Congress Com- 
mitti'fj, wnenever it deenns fit to launch upon a programme of Civil 
Disobedience including non-payment of taxes, whether in selected areas 
or otlm.wisc and under such safeguards as it may consider necessary." 


Tne Resolution wets moved by Gandhiji and every- 
• one knew that the real decision of Civil Disobedience lay 
with him. Befittingly, at the stroke of midnight, on 31 
December 1929, Jawaharla? Nehru hoisted the tri-colour 
National Flag of India. 

In purusance of the Congress resolution 
many members resigned from legislatures. 
But the resolution was not unanimously im¬ 
plemented by all the Congress members of 
the legislatures They formed” the Congress 
Democratic Part>\ M. R. Jayakar was the leader of the 
dissident group and he assumed the role of Leader of the 
Opposition in the Central Assemblv. The 26th of January, 
1930, was observed as the Pttrm Swaraj or Independence 
Day and all over the c?ounfary the people took the pledgi^ 
of independence; In the Pledge ‘freedom’ was describe 


Independence 

Day 

oly^erved 

Tanuary, 

19.30) 
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as ^^the inalienable rigli*- of the Indian people,** and the 
British Government in India was accused of depriving the 
people of their freedom, of exploiting the masses and of 
milling India "economically, politically, culturally and 
spiritually.” It concluded, ‘We hold it to be a crime 
against man and Cod to submit any longer to a rule that 
has caused this fourfold disaster to our country. We 
recognize, however, that the most effective way of gain¬ 
ing our freedom is not through violence.We, therefore, 

hereby solemnly resolve to carry out the Congress instruc¬ 
tions issued from time to time for the purppse of establish¬ 
ing Puma Swaraj.” 

The Congress Working Committee authorised 
Gandhiji to start Civil Disobedience, as and when he 
thought it proper and suitable. As in the days of Non- 
Co-operation, India was in the wake of a great movement 
Verrier Elwin. an eye-witness of the age, writes perti¬ 
nently ; "At this time, the national movement of India had 
risen to a pitch of sincerity and devotion that has rarely 
been equalled in the x>ohticar upheavals of the world.” 
The nation in breathless suspense was looking forward to 
Gandhiji for leadership and guidance. 


I')ancli 
March : 
Violation 
rf Salt 
l.aws 
(March- 

Ao’il, 

1930) 


On March 2, 1930, Gandhiji wrote his 
famous letter to the Viceroy communicating 
his decision to launch the Saiijagraha cam¬ 
paign by manufacturing salt at Dandi unless 
the evils enumerated by him in his letter were 
immediatelv removed. The Viceroy sent a 
curt reply refusing to see Gandhiji and regret¬ 


ting that the latter should contemplate "a course of action 


w’hich was clearly bound to involve violation of the law 
and danger to the public peace.*’ This ended all hopes of 


a settlement. The historic Civil Disobedience movement 


was launched by Gandhiji with his famous march to Dandi, 
a .?mall village on the Guiarat sea-coast, where he decided to 
make salt in defiance of the Salt Law regulations, mme as 
a svmbol of protest. The march began on 12 March, 1930, 
and Gandhiji and his followers reaped Dandi, a distance 
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of about 200 miles from Sabarmati Ashram, on 5 April. On 
the morning of 6 April. 1930, Gandhiji violated the Salt 
LaNvs which signalled the beginning of countrywide waves 
of Civil Disobedience. Gandhiji’s decision to break the 
Salt Laws confounded many people including some of his 
admirers. About his own reaction to the decision to break 
the Salt Tax, Jawaharlal Nehru wrote : “The Salt Tax was 
to be attacked, the Salt Laws were to be broken. We were 
bewildered and could not fit in a national struggle with 
common salt." But there were others who appreciated the 
significance of the imminent march to Dandi. Hamananda 
Chatterjee, editor of the Modern Review, pointed out that 
the attack on the salt monopoly was only the first stage in 
tile campaign. Other means were held in reserve. He 
wrote, “The movement must not be judged by its physical 
proportions. It is epoch-making, path-breaking.” He 
proved right. The march to Dandi raised public feelings 
to a fever heat and all eyes were focussed on its daily pro¬ 
gress. The utmost courage, conviction and idealism of the 
Satyagrahis earned the admiration of the whole nation. 
Paying eloquent tribute to the band of patriots led by 

Gandhiji, Ramanaiida Chatterjee wrote : “.It requires 

some insight and imagination, some spiritual awakening, to 
understand, appreciate and be impressed by the march of 
an old iinanned man at the head of a few dozens of un¬ 
armed .followers to break the iniquitous laws of the mighti¬ 
est empire in the world in order to gain freedom for his 
people." It is important'to note that this was written by 
a man who by the 1930s had come to disagree with some 
of the Dolicies of Gandhiji and had developed a positive 
dislike for the Congress stand on certain issues. 

Violation of laws, non-payment of taxes, 
Disobedience boycott of foreign goods and clothes, mass 
spreads Strikes and demonstrations shook the whole 
country. The no-tax campaign in U.P. was a salient 
feature of the movement. Thousands of women came out 
to offer Civil Disobedience in response to Gandhiji’s stirring 
appeal. The then Home Secretary to the Government of 
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India confessed to Verrier Elwin that “notliing had disturb¬ 
ed him more than die great awakening among Indian 
women and the part (hat they had begun to play in 
politics/* The movement meanwhile reached the Frontier 
Province where Abdul Ghaffar Khan, popularly known as 
‘the Frontier Gandhi’, started an organisation of non-violciit 
Pathan warriors, named “Khudai Khidmatgars” (Servants 
of God). From their uniforms they became known as the 
The Shirts. Abdul Ghatfar Klian urged his 

Red-Shirts warrior followers to be non-violent, disci¬ 
plined and devoted to the cause of freedom. The Red 
Shirts became a part of the Congress organisation. 
Government The Civil Disobedience movement soon 

repression reached a dimension that upset even the 
Government s anticipation. A virtual reign of terror and 
repression was let loose. Repressive laws, mass arrests, 
torture, firings, 2atAt-charges and police excesses became 
common occurrences. Viceroy Lord Irwin gave a warning 
that he would crush the Congress by using all his strength 
as the Congress was seeking to undermine and sap the 
foundation of the Government. The leaders, including 
Gandhijf, were arrested. But that only {intensified the 
movement. Boycott of foreign cloth and liquor shops 
became very widesp^'^ad. The Congress Working Com¬ 
mittee encouraged social boycott of Indians who supported 
the British. But the movement remained generally non¬ 
violent. The heroism of the Satyagrahis and the answer¬ 
ing bmtility of the police reach^ their climax when the 
former raided the salt depot of Dharsana in the Surat 
district 

The Simon Commission Report was published in the 
middle of the Civil Disobedience movement. Its recom¬ 
mendations were foimd completely unsatisfactory to the 
nationalists. By the end of 1930, mass arrest of Congress 
leaders, adverse effects of agricultural depression on the 
peasants, repressive ordinances and other measures succeed¬ 
ed in slowing down the tempo of the Civil Disobedience 
movement At the same time the Government, impressed 
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by the spontaneity and magnitude of the movement, more 
keenly felt the immediate necessity of resuming delibera¬ 
tions for a settlement of the issues involved. Efforts were 
made to persuade Gandhiji to agree to participate in the 
proix)sed Hound Table Conference in London. Though 
tlic negotiations failed, rhe British Government decided to 
go aliead widi the Round Table Conference. 

The First Round Table Conference was 
RoundTable held from 12 November, 1930 to 19 January, 
1931. The Congress did not participate. 
' ^ ^ There were representatives' of die British 

political parties, delegates from the Indian States, from tlie 
Liberals, the Muslim League, the Depressed Classes, the 
Sikhs and other groups. Among die prominent Indian 
participants were Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jayakar, the 
Right Hon'ble Srinivasa Sastri, Mr. C. Y. Chintamoni, Sir 
Mohammad Shafi, Mr. Jinnah, Maulana Mohammad Ali 
and others. It was generally agreed in the Conference that 
British India and the Indian States should form a Federal 
Union. There were prolonged discussions on the frame- 
w'ork of the constitution. But B. R. Ambedkar, the leader 
of the Scheduled Castes, raised die question of reserved 
Mii'Jim ‘Depressed Classes". ITie Muslim 

atuhide to delegates pressed for “adequate safeguards” 

Muslims. Thus, the minority problem 
oie lence again proved a bogey to any workable 

agreement. It is important to note that the bulk of the 
Muslims in India did not have much sympathy for Civil 
Disobedience. Even Muhammad Ali, once a great admirer 
and associate of Gandhiji, said in 1930 : “We refuse to join 
Mr. Gandhi because his movement is not a movement for 
the complete independence of India but for making the 
seventy millions of Indian Mussalmans dependents of the 
Hindu Mahasabha.” The Hindu-Muslixn brotherhood of 
die Khilafat—Non-Co-operation days was now a far cry. 
Separatism had spread its tentacles far and wide. 

In his closing address to the Conference the Prime 
Minister, Ramsay Macdonald, appealed lo the people of 
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India to end Civil Disobedience and co-operate with the 
Government in working out a constitutional settlement. 
The Conference was adjourned sine die. 

The British Government knew fullv well 
that any settlement, concerning India’s future, 
without the Congress co-operation was not a 
practical proposition. So efforts were made to 
induce the Congress to change its attitude and 
participate in the next session of the Round Table Confer¬ 
ence. On the Congress side also the earlier rigidity was 
giving way to a more conciliatory attitude, particulaily, in 
view of tlie fact that Civil Disobedience movement had 
thawed considerably, 'fhe Congiess authorised Gandhiji 
to negotiate a settlement with the Viceroy, Lord Irwin. 
The outcome of the negotiations w^as the famous Gandhi- 
Irwin Pact of 5 March 1931. It was agreed that the Civil 
Disobedience movement would be discontinued and steps 
w'ould be taken for Congress participation in the second 
session of the Round Table Conference. The Government 
expressed Its approval of the encouragement of Indian 
industries "as a part of the economic and industrial move¬ 
ment designed to improve the material conditions of India”, 
and stated that it had no intention to interfere with or dis¬ 
courage peaceful methods for achieving this object. But 
the boycott on foreign goods, primarily directed against 
British goods, was intended "to exert pressure for political 
ends”. As a boycott of this character would be inconsis¬ 
tent with Congress participation in the Round Table Con¬ 
ference for friendly discussions, it was agreed that “the 
discontinuance of the Civil Disobedience movement con¬ 
notes the definite discontinuance of the employment of the 

boycott of British commodities as a political weapon.” 

The Pact was approved by the Congress in its annua! 
session held in Karachi fMardh, 1931). Thou^ the execu¬ 
tion of Bhagat Sin^ and two other revolutionaries connect¬ 
ed with the Lahore Conspiracy Case and the outbreak of 
communal riots cast inevitably a dark shadow on the more 
aitcal and sensitive minds in the Congress sessiem, the 


Gaudhi- 

Invin 

Pact 
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Gandhi-Irwin Pact was hailed as a triumph of the Congress 
as it was the first occasion when the Viceroy “talked man 
to man to the Indian leader without pomp, reservations or 
uiirealit>.” 


Tf! Sec ond 
KoiukI Table 
Conlerencu 
(19'il) 


The Second Round Table Conference met 
in London in September, 1931. Gandhiji 
attended the Conference as the sole representa¬ 
tive of the Congress. Anotlier notable parti¬ 


cipant was Sarojini Naidu who was invited to represent 
Indian womanhood. The Congress was not interested in 
petty details of the future constitution. It was concerned 
with the fundamental, i e., granting of Dominion Status— 
in full and at once. In his speech on India's place in the 


British Empire, Gandhiji said that the Congiess contem¬ 
plated a partnership between the Indians and the British 
ixjople as “two absolute equals”. He desired to see a 
partnership between the two countries— “but not a 
partnership superiposed upon one nation by anotlier.” 
In another speech (30 November, 1931) he took strong 
exception to the attitude in treating the Congress as one of 
the several political parties in India. He emphatically 
.said, “All the other parties at this meeting represent social 
interests. Congress alone claims to represent tlie whole 
of India, all interests. It is no communal organisation ; it 


is a determined enemy of communalism in any shape or 
foiTO. Congress knows no distinction of race, colour or 

creed; its platform is universal.” Gandhiji's personal 

charm and catlmlicity impressed the Conference but he 
could not achieve any practical success. This Conference 
also broke down on the communal question. Its failure, 
at least to the Congress, was not une.xpected. Still it 
caused depression and a sense of frustration. The national 
struggle continued. But, as Nehru admits, “it did create 
an atmosphere somewhat unfavourable to it..” 

Civil Dis- return to India towards the end 

o(><»dieiU!e of the year Gandhiji was disnia>’ed to see 
resumed Government repression in fuH swing. All the 

prominent leaders had been arrested. Revohitioiiary 
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activities had intensified in Bengal, U.P. and the Frontier 
Provinces. Gandliiji’s willingness to have an interview 
with the new Viceroy, Lord Willingdon who proved intran¬ 
sigent c'ould not materialise. The Civil Disobedience 
movement was resumed and Gandhiji was arrested on 4 
January, 1932 The Congress was declared an illegal body 
and the Government took the sternest measures to crush 
the movement. Police action surpassed even its own past 
records of shame. A grim picture of police atrocities was 
depicted in the Report of the India League Delegation 
which made a thorough enquiry into the Civil Disobedienc'e 
movement. 


B. R. 

Anibedkar 
and the 
Depressed 
Classes 


Vicerov Irwin's successor, Lord Willingdon 
w'as less liberal in his attitude to the Indian 
nationalist aspirations than his predecessor. 
The British Government, feeling that they had 
brought the Indian situation well under their 


control, was anxious to take advantage of the c'ommunal 
differences existing in India. Along with the Muslim 
separatists the Sikhs and the’ Depressed Classes were 
demanding separate electorates and weightage. The lead¬ 


er of the Depressed Classes or the so-called ‘Untouchables' 
Dr. B. n Ambedkar believed that a truly independent and 
democratic India could never be built up unless safe¬ 
guards were taken against her peculiar political and socio¬ 
economic maladies and maladjustments. Fearing betrayal 
by the upper classes he was demanding certain preventive 
and remedial measures such as guaranteed minimum repre¬ 
sentation of the Untouchables in the Legislature, Execu¬ 
tive and in the Public Services. In the Round Table Con- ' 


ference he demanded that the Depressed Classes should be 
treated as a separate community for electoral purposes. 
Interestingly, Dr. Ambedkar was not unaware of the 
ulterior motive behind the British show of sympathy for 
his community. Addressing the All-India Depressed 
Classes Congress in 19S0 he had said, ‘T am afraid the 
British choc^ to advertise our unfortunate conditions not 


with the object of removing them, but only because sudi a 
F—r 
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course serves well as an excuse for retarding the political 
progress of India.” 

In August 1932, Ramsay Macdonald made 
Communal ‘Communal Award’ providing for separate 

Award electorates for Muslim, Sikh and European 

193^**^’ voters. There was to be provision for separate 

electorates for the Depressed Classes, officially 
described as Scheduled Castes, as a separate community. 
There was also to be reservation of seats for women. The 
Government issued a White Paper on the future constitu¬ 
tion of India. It contained proposals for the creation of 
several Muslim majority provinces and formation of legis¬ 
latures on the basis of separate electorate. Joint electorate, 
the symbol and basis of national unity, was abandoned. 
Gandhiji’** Gandhiji who had been a great crusader 

fa.st: The against untouchability strongly opposed the 

l\>ona Fact scheme of separate electorates for the 

‘Untouchables’. He undertook a fast unto death in the 
Yeravada prison as a protest. Five days later an agree¬ 
ment was reached in a Conference at Poona which con¬ 
siderably amended the Award on this issue The Poona 
Pact, as it came to be known, was considered by many as 
an unfortunate shifting of emphasis from the main object 
of the Civil Disobedience movement. Gandhiji was now 
more concerned with the Harijan movement. This had 
an adverse effect on the Civil Disobedience movement 
which began to show signs of decay. 

The Congress attitude to the Communal 
Hindu Award appeared to many Hindus as lacldng 

Mahasabhtt in firmness. Under the auspices of the Hindu 

critid.wn of Mahasabha numerous Anti-Communal Award 
Ctmgress Conferences were held in different parts of the 
country. The Congress policy was criticised 
as appeasement of the Muslim League. Hindu com- 
mtmalism became a powerful force in India. It may be 
mentioned here tibat the Hindu Mahasabha was founded 
several years ago mainly widi the object of promoting 
Hindu social refonns and welfare. But it gradually drift- 
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ed into politics and become a bitter critic of tlie Congress 
policy of “appeasement” and strongly opposed tlie demand 
for separate electorates. As mentioned earlier, the post- 
Non-Co-operation period was marred by strained Ilindu- 
Muslim relations and frequent outbreak of communal 
riots. There had been a recurrence of such trouble in 1926 
in which Swami Sraddhananda was killed. Tlie activities 
and demands of the Muslim League spearheaded by Jinnah 
had alarmed many Hindus who shared the Maliasabhas 
concern for the preservation of an.undivided India, pro¬ 
tection of Hindu interests and promotion of a sense of 
unity among tlie members of the Hindu community. The 
Communal Award, perpetuated by tihe Government of 
India Act of 1935, intensified communal tension and further 
widened tlie gulf between different communities. 

The Third Third Round Table Conference met 

Round Tabl« in London in November, 1932, with the Con- 
Conference gress holding away. It was attended by a 
much smaller number of representatives than before. The 
outcome of the Round Table Conferences and subsequent 
discussions was the Government of India Bill which became 
an Act in 1935 in spite of ‘diehard* conservative 
Churchills opposition in Britain, led by Winston 
of’the^ Churchill. During the debates on the Bill in 
^^>vemraent the House of Commons, Winston ChurchiU 
Bill ” ^ boastfully remarked, “We have as good a right 
to be ill India as anyone except, perhaps, the 
Depressed Classes, who are die original stock. Our 
Government is not an irresponsible Government. It is a 
Government responsible to the Crown and to Parliament. 
It is incomparably the best Government that India has ever 
seen or ever will see.” He argued, "We are invited to 
believe that worst self-government is better than the best 

good government That is going too far.” Indians 

needed the British rule for their protection and security. 
For, Churchill believed, “Tliey have grown widi our growth 
and strengdiened with our strength. They will diminish 
with our diminution and decay with our decay......** 
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The Q'vernment of India Act (2 August, 
^ 1935) established a ‘Federation of India" and 

Government • i i r • • i j. -aI 

oi India provided for provincial autonomy with a 


Act 

(1935) 


GovCniment responsible to an elected legis¬ 
lature in every Governor’s Province. The 
powers of the Secretary of State, the Govern¬ 


ment of India and the Provinces were redistributed 


between the Central Government and the Provinces. 
Departments of provincial administration were to be con¬ 
trolled by Ministers responsible to their legislatures. But 
the Governors were to “act in their discretion” before 
assenting to Bills and had certain “special responsibilities”. 
Election to the legislatures was to be on the principle of 
the Communal Award. The Federal Legislature was to 
be a bicameral body. There was to be Dyarchy at the 
centre. Most of the departments were to be administered 
on the advice of the ministers, with the Governor-General 
holding certain “safeguards’'. Defence and foreign affairs 
were to be controlled by the Governor-General with the 
assistance of “Counsellors” appointed by himself. The 
Counsellors were to be resp^onsible only to him. Thus, with 
innumerable checks, restrictions, reservations and safe¬ 
guards the new Act was still far away from even a reason¬ 
able measure of Self-Government. The status of India 
was still that of a dependency “gradually gravitating to¬ 
wards that of a Dominion”. 

Civil Dis- general a dis- 

oiwclienc© appointment for the Indian political leaders, 
fades out whereas others were willing to give it a 

fair trial, the Congress condemned it as totally disappoint¬ 
ing The Congress attitude was easily understandable in 
the light of its known standpoint. It was pledged to non- 
co-operate with anything short of Dominion Status. But' 
from a practical analysis of the political atmosphere and 
the state of die Civil Disobedience movement the Congress 
found itself in a none-too-happy situation. The Civil Dis¬ 
obedience was still being continued but it had lost its 
earlier Hre, appeal and enthusiasm. As Nehru describes 
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“tiie initial push of inspiration was far less than in 1930. 
It was as if we entered unwillingly to battle. There was 
a {Lilory about it in 1930 which had faded a little two years 
latei.” Moreover, the mainspring of tlie movement 
Gandliiji, now very much preoccupied with the Ilarijan 
proidem, favoured susi>ension (|f the Civil Disobedience 
movement. Thus gradually, in spite of occasional sparks 
and flashes, the mox ement slowly petered out before it was 
olliciallv called olf by Gandhiji in May, 1933. The dis¬ 
appointment caused in many quarters was understandable 
and among those who became critical of Gandhiji s policy 
and leadership was Siibhaschandra Bose, tlien a prominent 
leader of the Congress Left wing. The Civil Disobedienc'e 
movement was. however, memorable for the part played by 
the women, the youth, fhe students and the mas.ses. The 
rural masses, affected bv industrial and agricultural slump, 
had turned to the Civil Disobedience movement. To 

Sii'nificance ft was a Struggle against an oppressive 

of ihe land sysfem. This mass participation lent the 

movement Congrcss a new status and prestige The 
Congress hold on the masses was proved beyond doubt. 
The flames of the movement died down I)ut the “burning 
embers” remained “for a long time hot and unquenchable 
as India’s wall to freedom ” 


Revolutionary Activities : 


Revival of Government policy of repression had 

revolutionary largely Succeeded in embing revolutionary 
activities activities. Moreover, with the beginning of 
the Non-Co operation movement tlie attention of all nation¬ 
alists was focussed on the progress of this mighty upsurge. 
But the suspension of Non-Co-operation was marked by the 
revival of revolutionary activities. Newspapers, journals 
and leaflets extolling revolutionary activities l>egan to 
apriear. The Anushilan and the Yus^antar group again be¬ 
came active, A conference of revolutionaries was held in 
Lucknow in October, 1924, and its outcome was an all- 
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India organisation named Hindusthan Republican Associa- 

Hindusthan object was “to establish a federated 

Republican Republic of the United States of India by 
Association organised and armed revolution.” One of 

the most daring acts of this group led by Ramprasad 
Bismil was a dacoity in a railway train proceeding from 


Kakori 

Conspiracy 

C^ase 


(1925) 


Kakori towards Alamnagar, on 9 August, 
1925. The police succeeded in discovering the 
plot and arresting the suspecte and a case 
was instituted which became famous as the 


Kakori Conspiracy Case. Some of the leaders received 
death sentences, others long terms of imprisonment. 
There was much popular discontent against the capital 
punishment but all efforts to save their lives failed. The 
principal accused Ramprasad, Roshanlal and Ashfaqulla 
bravely mounted the gallows expressing their last minute 
wishes for the overthrow of the British rule in India. 


After the Russian Revolution of 1917 
0 ^ 1116 *'"* Communist ideas began to influence a small 
Coinniunist section of nationalists in India. Among 
movement Indians in Europe who were attracted by the 
Communist ideology were M N. Roy, Abani Mukho- 
padhyay and Nalini Gupta. Attempts were made by 
M, N. Roy and others to organise a Communist Party in 
India. But some people sent by Roy for this purpose were 
arrested as soon as they reached the Indian borders and they 
were tried in what became known as the Peshwar Con¬ 
spiracy Case (1922). The Government also kept a close 
watch on Communists within the country A number of 
pioneers of Marxism in Ilidia including Muzaffar Ahmed 
and S. \. Dange were arrested, tried and sentenced to long 
terms of imiMisonment in the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case 
(1924). The next year, in 1925, in a conference in Cawnpur 
a Central Committee of the Communist Party of India was 
formed. Tbe Committee used to meet "secretly. During 
1926-1928 there was growing industrial unrest in the 
country. Several Trade Unions were formed and social¬ 
istic tendencies became increasingly evident. In 1927 
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the Communists founded the Workers’ and Peasants’* Party 
and began to participate actively in workers’ and peasants' 
movements. The inaugural conference of tlie Workers' 
and Peasants’ Party was held in Meerut (October, 1928). 
Meertit increasing revolutionary activities and 

(imspiracy growing industrial unrest alarmed the Govem- 

in September, 1928, a Public Safety 
' Bill was introduced in the Legislative Assembly. 

In March, 1929, in the wake of a country-wide industrial 
unrest, the Government arrested thirty-one Leftists, 
including three Englishmen, on a charge of conspiracy 
against the British Crown. Among those arrested were 
Muzalfar Ahmed, Dange, Mirajkar and P, C. Joshi and 
two British Communists—Ben Bradley and Philip Spratt. 
The arrested persons were put in Meerut jail and the trial 
instituted, became known as the Meerut Co.nspiracy Case. 
The trial continued for four years and most of the accuse^l 
received long-term sentences. The Meerut Conspiracy 
Case greatly helped in drawing the people’s minds to the 
fascinating but then little-understood doctrines of social¬ 
ism or communism. The Communist Party of India was 
leorganised in 1933 and in 1934 the Party was officially 
banned by the Government. 

After the Kakori Conspiracy Case, the 
police had taken the sternest possible measures 
to round up all revolutionaries and their 
associates. These had a dampening effect on 
revolutionarv activities. Chandra Sekhor 
KtsA., an absconder of the Kakori Conspiracy 
Case, now took the initiative in reorganising 
the revolutionaries. The Hindusthan Republican Associa¬ 
tion was renamed as the Hindusthan Socialist Republican 
Association which signified its object of creating a socialist 
State in India. Their activities were- now sought to be 
linked up with the prevaffing labour unrest in the 
big cities and the influence of the Russian Revolution was 
more clearly evident. Saunders, a police officer of Lahore, 
was shot dead on 17 November, 1928, by Bhagat Sin^. 


Bharat 
Sui^h and 
Batiikeswar 
Datta : 
Assembly* 
Bomb 
Throwing 
Case (1929) 
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On 8 4pril. 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batilkeswar Datta, 
both members of trie Associadon, threw two bombs on the 
floor of the Legislative Assembly at Delhi from the public 
gallery, while the Public Safety Bill was being discussed. 
Both of them made no attempt to escape as they wanted to 
draw public attention to the aims and objectives of the 
revolutionaries and did not want innocents to suffer for their 
action. In a joint statement tiicy explained tliat the 
bombs were dropped on tlie Assembly floor “to register our 
protest on behalf of those who had no other means left to 
give expression to their heart-rending agony. Our sole 
purpose was ‘to make the deaf hear’ and give the heedless 
a timely warning.” 

Shortly after the bomb-throwing incident 
Conspiracr the police discovered a bomb factory at 
Case <1929) Laliore and another at Saharanpore. Many 
members of the Association were arrested and the famous 
Laliore Conspiracy Case was instituted against the revolu¬ 
tionaries in J929. Bhagat Singh was an accused in this 
case also. In course of the trial under-trial prisoners start¬ 
ed a hunger strike to protest against the treatment received 
in jail. They also claimed to be treated as war-prisoners 
and not as ordinary criminals because they were charged 
with waging war against the King. The fast created great 
public excitement. Ultimately, all the prisoners gave up 
the fast excepting Jatin Das who stood firm in his iirinciple 
Martyrdom and died after 64 days’ fast on 13 

of Jatin Das September, 1929. Jatin Das who, when visit¬ 
ed by Nehru in the jail looked “soft and gentle like a 
young girl” had moved the people to the very depth of 
their hearts and had set a unique example of resolution 
and determination. Tlie Lahore Conspiracy Case ended 
in the death sentence of Bhagat Singh and two others and 
Iong-tei*m imprisonment foi many of the accused. The 
martyrdom of Jatin Das gave an impetus to die Youth 
movement. Youth and student organisations were founded 
in difiterent parts of the country. Hie Government also 
pirbmfsed to revise prison regulations regarding political 
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Karachi 
Scission 
ot the 
ConKiess 
(19.il) 
and the 
execution 
of Jiiugat 
Singii 


prisoners though, in reality, little improvement was made. 

The execution of Bliagat Singh caused 
. much anger and ditsmay. In Congress circles 
Gandliiji’s failure to save the life of Bhagat 
Singh caused indignation and resentment. Tiie 
annual session of the Congress was held at 
Karachi on 29 March, 1931, six days after the 
execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Raj- 
guru. Patlahhi Sitaramayya writes that at that time 
"Bhagat Singh's name was as widely known all over 
India and was as popular as Gandhiji’s”. Vallabhbhai 
Patel presided over the Karachi Congress. A resolution 
was moved at the Congress praising the courage and self- 
sacrifice of Bhagat Singh and his associates. But as the 
Congress disapproved of violence and revolutionaiy 
methods Gandhiji accepted it only after a preamble had 
been added to the resolution. The amended resolution 
read : ‘The Congress, while dissociating itself from and 
disapproving of political violence in any shape or form, 
places on record its admiration of the bravery and sacrifice 

of.” The young volunteers of the Congress, su]oport- 

ed by Subliaschandra Bose, strongly opposed the amend¬ 
ment but lost by a narrow margin. Tlie heated controversy 
on the resolution indicated a growing ideological rift in 
the Congress itself. 

Chandra Revolutionary activities in northern India 

Sekhar decreased with the arrest and conviction of 

Azad leaders of the Ilindusthan Socialist 

Republican Association. But a handful of revolutionarie.s 
led by Chandra Sekhar Azad continued their activities which 
caused the Government much alarm and headache. 
Ultimately,. Chandra Sekhar was killed in a skirmish with 
the police at Allahabad in 1931. With his death the most 
eventful yeais of revolutionary activities in northern India 
practically came to an end though sporadic incidents took 
place for the next few years in U.P., the Punjab, Delhi, 
Bombay, Madras and other places. 
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Armoury 

Raid 


(]8 April, 


1930) 


. When the daring exploits of, the revolu¬ 
tionaries set all northern India agog, there was 
also a boisterous revival of similar activities in 
Bengal. The most spectacular and daring was 
the raid on the Government armouries at 


Chittagong led by Surya Sen, popularly knovTi as Master-c/o. 
The raid on the Armoury was the i^art of a comprehensive 
plan of simultaneous attacks on the armouries in East 
Bengal. Among the associates of Surya Sen, a veteran 
revolutionary, were Ambika Chakravarty. Loknath Baul, 
Ganesh Ghosh and courageous and spirited young girls like 
Pritilata Waddedar and Kalpana Joshi. Surya Sen issued 
a Manifesto in the name of the Indian Republican Anny, 


Chittagong Branch, in which an appeal was made to the 
Indian people to support die revolutionaries in their eflFort 
to put an end to British rule in India. On the night of 18 
April, 1930, the Police Armoury in Chittagong was raided 
but in their hurry, die raiders forgot to take the cartridges 
kept in a separate locked room. This rendered useless, the 
rifles and the Lewis guns seized by them. A few days later, 
in an encounter widi a British force some of the revolu¬ 


tionaries courted death and a few escaped to continue 
guerilla warfare. The casualty on the British side was 
quite considerable. Tlie news of the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid had great influence on young revolutionaries and 
terrorist activities intensified in various parts of the country 


in spite of stringent measures taken by the Government. 

In August, 1930, Binay Bose, a student 
Badal- of the Dacca Mitford Hospital School, killed 

Dinesh Lowman, Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, 
and escaped A few months later, on 8 December, 1930, 
Binay, along with his two friends Badal and Dinesh enter¬ 
ed the Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta, and shot down Simpson, 
Inspector-General of Prisons, in his office. Then they went 
down the corridor shooting indiscriminately at European 
officials, one of whom was infured in the firing. Knowing 
that escape was impossible Badal took cyanide and died 
immediately Binay and Dinesh shot ^emselves. The 
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former died a few days afterwards, but the latter recovered. 
He was tried and hanged. 

Sporadic Chittagong Armoury Raid Case ended 

revolutionary in 1932 and fourteen of the accu.sed received 
activities transportation for life. But Surya Sen and 
four of his associates who had avoided arrest contitiued 


their activities. On 22 September. 1932, a group of revolu¬ 
tionaries led by a young girl Pritilata Waddedar raided die 
Railway Institute at Paliartali in Chittagong. During the 
raid Pritilata was seriously injured and she committed 
suicide to evade arrest. Suiya Sen was arrested in Feb- 
ruaiy, 1933, through an act of treachery and was hanged 
after trial. In the thirties, sjxiradic revolutionary activities 
continued in Bengal, U.P., die Punjab, Delhi, Bombay, 
Central Provinces, Rajputana, Madras and other places. 
A number of police officers and some odier officials were 
killed or wounded in these incidents. A notable incident 


was the attempt on the life of the Governor of Bengal, Sir 
Stanley Jackson, by Bina Das, a brilliant student of the 
University, while the former was addressing the Convoca¬ 
tion of the University of Calcutta (1932). The attempt 
failed and Bina Das was sentenced to life imprisonment. 
However, by 1932-33 terrorist or revolutionary activities in 
India generally began to subside. Tliere was a revival of 
such activities to some extent during the Second World 
War when the Indian freedom movement reached its 


penultimate stage. 

The revolutionaries did not believe in the 
of the principle of non-violence, Bhagat Singh and 

Revolutionarie* Batukcswar Datta in their joint statement said; 
^'Elimination of force at all costs is utopian and the new 
movement which had arisen in the country and of which 
we have given a warning is inspred by the ideals which 
guided Cum Govind Singh and Shivaji, Kamal Pasha and 
Riza Khan, Washington and Garibaldi, Lafayette and Lenin." 
The revolutionaries* object was to overthrow the British 
mle and set up a republican government in India based on 
socialistic principles. Their objectives and plan of opera- 
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tion differed fiuidamentally from the general trend of the 
national movement led by the Congress. Gandhiji and 
most of his associates believed in non-violence. Terrorism 
or revolutionary activities did not receive their approval 
or sympatliv. But there were a few within the Congress, 
like Siibhaschandra Bose, who felt that an armed nsing 
against the Government would be ineffective as the fight 
would be ail unequal one. But they expected that the 
revolutionaries would weaken die imperialist rule in India 
and thus contribute effectivclv to the freedom movement. 
But there was no real co-ordination or understanding 
between these Congress leaders and the terrorists. More¬ 
over, there was no central revolutionary organisation. The 
failure of revolutionary activities has also been attriliuted 
to the fact that most of these idealistic youngmen, coming 
from urban schools and colleges, failed to develop any 
radical agrarian programme. Only in U.P., some efforts were 
made in this direction. But the patriotism, devotion and 
sacrifice of the revolutionaries earned the admiration of the 
nation. 

The constitutional reforms introduced by the Goveni- 
nient of India Act of 1935. as Dr. R. C. Majumdar rightly 
observes, ‘‘took away die edge of both the violent and non¬ 
violent methods of Indian politics.” It was not till the 
Quit India Movement that there was recrudescence of 
revolutionarv activities in India. 



Chapter VI 


THE FINAL STRIDES TO FREEDOM 


The Congress Ministries : 

With the fading-out of the Civil Dis- 
and the Act Obedience movement and its ultimate callmg- 
oi 1935 off, many Congressmen began to consider the 
practicability of working along the lines of the now-defunct 
Swarajya Party. Accordingly, the Congress decided to 
contest the coming elections to be held under the new Act 
of 1935. Jawaharlal Nehru considered the new Act “a new 
charter of slavery.” He was in favour of am testing the 
elections but not of taking part in any Provincial Govern¬ 
ment. This proved to be an impractical proposition. It 
was decided with the consent of Gandhiji that the Congress 
would fight the elections on the issue of repealing all 
repressive laws and rejection of the new Act in favour of 
the National Demands raised by Gandhiji in the Round 
Table Conference. A Parliamentary Board was set up by 
the Congress to deal with matters concerning the elections. 
Growth of ^ salient feature of the Congress during 

Congress the last few years was the steady grovidh of the 
Left wing Congress Left wing led by Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Subhaschandra Bose. The former did not always 
agree with Gandhiji and at times was seriously critical 
of the latter s statements and ' policies. Nevertheless, 
Jawaharial Nehru remained loyal . Ihrou^ a sense of 
persona] attachment to the magic personality of Gandhiji. 
But Shbhas Bose was more aggressive and outspoken in his 
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views. He soon began to lose .his faith in Gandhian 
leadership and chalked out a different line of - action for 
the attainment of the common goal of freedom. In 1934 
Acharya Narendra Dev and Jai Prakash Narayan formed the 
Congress Socialist Party. Its object was to press for the 
adoption of socialist principles by the Congress. Congress 
socialist groups emerged in Andhra, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu. The Congress socialists began to organise Kisan, 
Sabhas and actively participate in peasants* movements 
that were taking place in different parts of the country. 
The Congress also became active -in the Trade Union move¬ 
ment which was dominated by the Communists. During 
this period was formed the All-India Railwaymeri*s Federa¬ 
tion, led by V. V. Giri, and the National Trade Union 
Federation. 


Congress 

foreign 

policy 


The Congress was also beginning to take 
active interest in world affairs. It had a long 
tradition of opposition to imperialism. In 
February, 1927, Jawaharlal Nehru attended the Congress 
of Oppressed Nationalists at Brussels as a representative 
of the Indian National Congress. He was elected a mem¬ 
ber of the Executive Council of the League Against 
Imperialism that was founded at the Brussels Congress. 
In its Madras Session (1927}, the Indian National Congress 
expressed its strong disapproval of any aggressive action 
of the British Government for the protection or expansion 
of imperialist interests. In. the following years the Con¬ 
gress expressed its support for the anti-fascist struggles 
in Spain, Ethiopia, Czechoslovakia and other places In 
1937 the Congress condemned Japanese aggression in China 
and the next year a medical mission was sent to China 
which included Dr. M. Atal and Dr. Kotnis. The chief 
formulator of Congress foreiga policy was Jawaharlal 
Nehru. 

Ludmow Nehru presided over the annual 

Conmsss Congress session held at Lucknow (Faizpur). 
(193d) Tjjg session atmosphere was **surcharged with 
socialist slogans, emphasising the rights of workers and 
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peasants on the one hand and declaiming against the forces 
of Imperialism and Fascism on the other.” In his Presi¬ 
dential address Jawaharlal said : 


‘Tlic real problem foi us is, ]k)w in our struggle for independence we 
can join togetuei all liie anli-iniperialist forces in the country, how we 
can make a broad iroiit of om mass elements with the great majority ol 

the middle classes which stands lor independence.I am convinced 

tliat the ('nly key to the solution of the world’s problems and ol India’s 
problems lies it. soc^ialism, and when 1 use this word 1 do so not in a 

vague humanilui'ian way but in the scientific, economic sense. 

How does socialism lit in with the .present ideology of the Congress ? 
I do not think it does. I believe in the rapid industrialization of the 
country and only thus I think will the standards of the people rise sub¬ 
stantially and poverty be combatted. Yet I have co-operated whole¬ 
heartedly in the past with the Khadi programme and I hope to do so 
in the future because 1 believe tiiat Khadi and village industries have 
4 definite place in our present economy. They have a social, a political 
and an eamomic value w'hich is difficult to measure but which is apparent 
enough to those who have studied their eflects. But I look upon them 
more as temporary expedients of a transition stage rather than as solu¬ 
tions of our vital problems.But though I co-operate in the village 

industries programme m> ideological approach to it differs considerably 
from that of many others in the Congress who are opposed to industrial¬ 
ization and socialism." 


The Lucknow session was a landmark in the evolution 
of socialistic ideas and programmes of the Congress. 

The Congiess Notwithstanding the fervour for socialism 
‘Action Congress could not ignore the reality of 

of 1937 political situation in the country and Jawahar¬ 
lal had to admit that there was “no choice but to contest 
the election to the new provincial legislature/* He added, 
“one of the principal reasons for our seeking election will 
be to carrv the message of the Congress to the millions of 
voters and to the scores of millions of the disfranchised, to 
acquaint them with our future programme and polic>^** 
Jawaharlal, however, made it clear that he was not keen on 
Congress forming ministries, for. he explained, “Office will 
not add to our real strength, it will only weaken us by 
making us responsible for many things that we utterly 
dislike.** But in the election held in 1937, the Congress 
swept the polls so far as General or predominantly Hindu 
seats were concerned. Congress ministries were formed in 
seven out of the eleven provinces. On 18 Mardi, 1937, 






112 


INDIAN National movement 


the All-India Congress Committee adopted a resolution on 
Congress policy in the legislatures. It claimed that the 
Congres*- conteslcd the elections “with ils objective of 
independence and its total rejection of the new Constitu¬ 
tion, and the demand for a Constituent Assembly to frame 
India.s constitution. The declared Congress policy was to 
combat the New Act and end it.” Now that tlie Congress 
stand has been endorsed by an overwhelming majority of 
the voters, the Government should withdraw the New 
Constitution. In the event of its demand being turned 
down by the British Government, the Congress members 
of the legislatures should work inside and outside the 
legislatures for putting an end to the New Constitution. 
Tliis would inevitably lead to “deadlocks with the British 
Government and bring oiP still further tlie inherent anta¬ 
gonism between British Imperialism and Indian National¬ 
ism, and expose the autocratic and undemocratic natiu« 
of the New Constitution.” The A.I.C.C., however, per¬ 
mitted the acceptance ol office in the provinces where the 
Congress had a majority in the legislature and was satisfied 
that the Governor would not use his “special powers of 
interference or set a.side the advice of ministers in regard 
to constitutional activities.” 

The Muslim League had obtained a large 
number of seats reserved for the Muslims. 
The Muslim Ijcague’s oflFer to fonn coalition 
ministries in the provinces was turned down 
by the Congrc.ss as it did not want to admit 
any one in the ministry who would not fully 
subscribe to Congress objectives and policies. The Con¬ 
gress ’^ejection, however idealistic it might be, widen¬ 
ed the gulf between the two parties. Tliis was utilised to 
fan the smouldering embers of communalism. Jinnah 
publicly proclaimed that the Congress had done nothing 
for the Muslims. Addressing the Lucknow Session of the 
Muslim League (October, 1937) he said, “The present 
leadership of die Congress, especially during the last ten 
years, has been responsible for alienating the Musalm^s 
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of India more and more by pursuing a policy which is 
exclusively Hindu, and since they have formed the Govern- 
ments in six provinces where they are in a majority they 
have by their words, deeds and programme shown more 
and more that the Musalmans cannot expect any justice 
or fair-play at their hands.” Jawaharlal Nehru’s reference 
to the Muslim League merely as “an important communal 
organisation” and his rather curt letter to Jinnah (6 April, 
1938) turning down the latter’s offer of coalition on certain 
terms ^md conditions infuriated the Muslim League. 
“From the classes” Jinnah now “went to the masses with 
the cry of Islam in danger”. He accused the Congress of 
killing “every hope of Hindu-Muslim settlement in the right 
Royal Fashion of Fascism”, and blamed Gandhiji for 
destroying the ideal witli which the Congress was started. 
Jinnah said, “He is the one man responsible for turning 
the Congress into an instrument for the revival of Flinduism. 
His ideal is to revive Hindu religion and establish Hindu 
raj in the country, and he is utilising the Congress to further 
his object.” The Muslim League continued to pre.ss the 
claim that the Muslim League and the Congress were the 
organisations of the Muslims and Hindus respectively. 

^ ^ The Congress ministries proved successful 

diswrtf: popular. Their programmes of primary 

Hgjpura education, prohibition, rural reconstruction, 
Tripuri*° uplift of the Harijans, etc., achieved consider- 

Congress able success. It also helped the Congress to 

^ ^ come into wider contact with the masses 

which added indeed, to its power and popularity. But 
the achievements were not ends in themselves. The whole 
country showed signs of peasants* movement, industrial 
unrest and general discontent. The more radical trend in 
the Congress was reflected in the election of Subhas Bose 
as the IVesident of the Haripura Congress in 1938. Clouds 
of the impending Second World War were now looming 
large. The younger people in the Congress were restive, 
being unhappy with the leadership and achievements of 
the party. Ihou^ Gandhiji had ceased to be even a 
F—6 
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primary member of the Congress since 1934, everyone knew 
tliat it was he who was the guiding spirit and influence 
behind the organisation. Subhas Bose differed funda¬ 
mentally from Gandhiji on vital issues such as industrialisa¬ 
tion, and India’s attitude towards the British Government 
during the coming world war. The Haripura Congress adopt¬ 
ed a resolution which firmly expressed the Congress dis¬ 
approval of war preparations. It asserted that India could 
not be a party to an imperialist war and she would not 
permit her man-power and resources to be exploited in the 
interests of British imperialism. Gandhiji did not view 
with favour the Congress attitude of uncompromising 
opposition to the British Government. He also did not 
agree with the draft plan of industrialisation and national 
development prepared by the National Planning Committee 
of the Congress on the initiative of Subhaschandra. More¬ 
over, since September, 1938, die latter began to stress that 
the Indian struggle for independence should synchronise 
with the imminent war in Europe. This also incurred the 
displeasure of Gandhiji who did not appreciate the adop¬ 
tion of such a course of action by the nationalists. Thus, 
a rift between Gandhiji and Subhas became apparent. The 
next .session of the Congress was to be held at Tripuri in 
March, 1939. Gandhiji lent his support to the candidature 
of Patt.abhi Sitaramayya as the President of the Tripuri 
session. But Subhaschandra Bose defeated Sitaramayya by 
a wide margin of votes in an exciting contest for the 
presidency of the Congress. Gandhiji issued a statement 
describing Sitaramayya’s defeat as his own defeat which 
caused much consternation in the country and rallied a 
large section of the leading Congressmen against the 
President. 

The Tripuri Congress adopted resolutions reiterating 
the goal of independence and the rejection of the Federal 
part of the Act of 1935. It demanded “a constitution for 
a Free India through a Constituent Assembly, elected by 
the people on die basis of the adult franchise and without 
any interference by a foreign authority.” The Congress 
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condemned the imperialist British foreign policy as well as 
Fascism in clear ternis. 

Forward Gandhiji's leadership and advice were 

I 3 ]j,c still considered essental for the Congress and 

the national movement. A break away from 
jy use Gandhian policy and programme was imposs¬ 
ible, if not undiinkable, for the Congress. The “Gandhi 
Wing”, as Subhaschandra calls the pro-Gandhi group in 
his The Indian Struggle, made it impossible for the 
President to function eOFectively. The result was a com¬ 
plete dealock in the organisation. The “Gandhi Wing” was 
very well-organised. But the “Left Wing” was not so well- 
organised. Moreover, even the Congress Socialist Party 
began to vacillate when the fight began between the t\\^o 
rival groups. This situation made Subhas realise that “in 
the absence of an organised and disciplined Left Wing, it 

was impossible.to fight the Gandhi Wing.” Thus 

Subhaschandra felt that the primary political need was 
“an organised and disciplined Left Wing Party in the 
Congress.” So he resigned from the Presidentship of the 
Indian National Congress and founded the Forward Bloc 
(1939). It was intended to be “a radical and progressive 
party within the Congress, with a view to rallying the 
entire Left Wing under one banner.” But the differences 
were so deep-rooted and fundamental that very soon the 
Forward Bloc became a separate independent party. 

I 1 

Spread of the National movement in the Princely States : 

A significant new development during the 1930s was 
the spread of the national movement in die Indian Princely 
States or the ‘Native States’. The princes enjoyed almost 
autocratic power in their respective States so long they 
remained submissve to the British Government. The 
British rule virtually protected the princes against any 
internal trouble or popular movement, A growing popular 
unrest in the States found reflection in die Prafa Mandd 
or States’ Peoples’ Conference that were formed in various 
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States. There was a State Congress in Mysore. The Non- 
Co-operation movement left a deep impact on the people 
living in the ‘Native States* and made them more conscious 
of the necessity of starting democratic movements for the 
redress of grievances and improvement of living conditions 
in the States. Though the Nagpiu Congress (1920) urged 
on the rulers of the ‘Native States’ to introduce responsible 
government in their States, the Indian National Congress 
continued to hold for some more years to come that it 
should not involve itself in the internal affairs of the States. 
Political activities in the States should be left to the Praja 
Mandal or States* Peoples* Conference. 

Gradually, agitations in the States began to spread 
and the people pressed for liberalisation of the administra¬ 
tion. The appointment of the Harcourt Butler Indian 
States Committee (1927) and its recommendations for the 
establishment of better relationship between the States and 
the Central Government prompted some of the notable 
leaders of ►he States* people to convene an All-India States* 
Peoples* Conference in December,, 1927, It underlined the 
problems of the people living in the Princely States, 
demanded reforms in the administration and acceptance of 
the principle of representation and self-government. The 
All-India States* Peoples* Conference rapidly emerged as 
a powerful political organisation. Another important 
development was the general awakening and the new 
spirit of cohesion among the people of the Princely States. 
T^e Congress lent its support to the struggle of the States’ 
people. The feeling began to grow that the ‘Native States* 
could not live apart from the rest of India. Presiding over 
the third session of the Indian States* People Conference 
at Bombay (June 1931), Ramananda Chatterfee said, 
“The division of India into British India and Indian India 
is political and administrative, not a geographical divisicm, 
nor a natural division in any other sense. For India is one.** 
The struggle of the States* people, he predicted, was sure 
to succeed, sooner or later, ^spite the Princes* dependence 
on ihe British for the maintenance of th^ autocratic power. 
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In 1937, there was widespread unrest in Mysore against 
the State Government's policy of repression. The Con¬ 
gress expressed its sympathy for the movement. In 1938, 
the Congress'made it clear that Independence must be for 
the whole of India, including the Princely States. Agita¬ 
tions in the States spread rapidly and some of the rulers 
had to concede certain demands of their people. Individual 
Congressmen carried out and promoted Civil Disobedience 
in some of the States. In 1939, Jawaliarlal Nehru became 
the President of the'All-India States’ Peoples’ Conference. 
State Congress organisations were set up though they were 
not directly under the National Congress. Such agitations 
led to at least some liberalisation of the administration in 
the States. But more important was the general awakening 
and the new spirit of unity among the people of the Princely 
States. 

National Movement and the Second World War : 

When the Second World War broke out, 
the Congress attitude was one of .sympathy 
to the f6r the British though the Congress refused co- 

wSd War Operation. Both Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru 
were in favoiu- of supporting the British 
Government, for it seemed to be a question of struggle 
betu^een Fascism and Democracy. Gandhi ji wote in the 
Harijan that his “sympathies were witli England and France 
from the purely humanitarian standpoint.” The Congress 
policy was that no co-operation was possible unless the 
British Government made clear their war aims “in regard to 
democracy and imperialism and the new order that is en¬ 
visaged.” The Congress demanded that “India must be 
declared an independent nation, and present application 
must be given to this status to the largest possible extent.” 
Subhas Bose was opposed to co-operation widi the British 
Government as he believed that “only after the defeat and 
break-up of the British Empire could India hope to be 
free.” To him the British Empire in peril offer^ a real 
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rare opportunity to the Indians to achieve freedom. 

The British Government did not make any 
plea^for^a candid declaration on its policy and the future 
National of India as demanded by the Congress. Conse- 
)vemment gJl fjie Congress ministries resigned by 

the end of 1939 according to Congress directive. In its 
annual session held at Ramgarh in March, 1940, the Con¬ 
gress reaffirmed its demanl for complete independence. 
But with the alarming runaway victories of the Germans, 
the Congress modified its earlier demand and offered to 
co-operate with the Government, if only a Provisional 
National Government was set up at the centre. This offer 


was made at the instance of C. Rajagopalachari. Gandhiji 
was willing to offer co-operation and wrote : “We do not 
seek independence out of Britain’s ruin.” Jawaharlal 
Nehru said “India is completely opposed to the idea of 
the triumph of Nazism.” The Government’s reply to the 


The 

‘‘August 

Offer” 

(8 August, 
1940) 


Congress offer of co-operation came in the 
form of a statement by the Viceroy Lord 
Linlidigow on 8 August, 1940. The proposal 
to set up a Provisional National Government 
was turned down as the British Government 


“could not contemplate transfer of their present respons¬ 
ibilities for the peace and welfare of India to any system 
of government whose authority is directly denied by large 
and powerful elements in India’s national life. Nor could 
they be parties to the coercion of such elements into sub¬ 
mission to such a Government.” The Viceroy offered to 
set up, after the war, a representative body to devise a 
new constitution for India, to enlarge the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council with additional Indian members and to 


appoint a War Advisory Council with representatives of 
British India and the Indian States. But Lord Linlithgow 
clearly asserted that “a moment when the Commonwealth 
is engaged in a struggle for existence is not one in which 
fundamental constitutional issues can be decisively 
resolved ” 


This “August Offer”, as it came to be known, was 
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totally unacceptable to the Congress. The Government 
attitude to the minority problem particularly offended the 
Congress. Nehru wrote : “It is the old language of 
imperialism and the content has changed in no way.” In 
October, 1940, the Congress started an individual civil dis¬ 
obedience campaign. One of the first to offer individual 
Satyagraha was Acharya Vinoba Bhave, specially selected 
by Gandhiji. 

The deadlock continued for a long time. Then the 
course of the war took a turn for the worse with Japan 
joining the Axis camp in December, 1941, The fall of 
Singapore and Malaya and the rapid advance of the 
Japanese forces in Burma posed a serious^ threat to the 
security of India. The Congress again expressed its will¬ 
ingness to co-operate with the British Government on con¬ 
dition that India be granted full inde^xindence. “The 
country wanted freedom before victory, the Government 
victory before freedom” is a terse comment on the situation. 
The Muslim When the World War broke out the 

attitude Muslim League, while sympathising with the 
British, refused to offer its support unless it was recognised 
as the only representative organisation of the Muslims. It 
also asked for an assurance that no constitution be framed 


without the consent and approval of the League. In the 
early years of the war, the League remained firm in its 
attitude of non-co-operation with the Government. The 
August Offer, though not completely satisfactory to fhe 
League, allayed their fears of a Congress Raj in India. 
The League proclaimed that partition of India was the only 
solution. It was ready to offer co-operation on the accept¬ 
ance of the ‘two-nation* theory. The gulf between die 
League and the Congress had widened beyond any 


possibility of rapproachment. 

Origin of ^ section of the 

the idea of Muslim intelligentsia was nourishing the idea 
Pakistan ^ 3 separate independent Muslim State in 


India. It was first voiced by Mohammad Iqbal (1876— 


1938), the well-known poet, in 1930, when he said. 
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^"Muslims demand for the creation of a Muslim India within 
India.” The idea of a separate Muslim State in a new form, 
was elaborated by a group of young Muslim students in 
England at the time of the Round Table Conference. One 
of them, Rahmat Ali, conveyed to the Muslim delegates to 
the Round Table Conierence the scheme .of a separate 
Muslim homeland consisting of the Punjab, North-West 
Frontier or Afghan Province, Kashmir, Sind and 
Baluchistan. The proposed separate Muslim State was to 
be named PAKISTAN (Sacred land).* The name was 
derived by taking the first letter of the first four provinces 
and the end of the last named province. The idea did not 
even receive a serious consideration from the delegates to 
the Round Table Conference. But Rahmat Ali founded 
the Pakistan National Movement in 1933 to propagate the 
idea. The effort receivtsd. little attention at that time. 
Even the Muslim leaders dismissed it as "only a students* 
scheme” and as “chimerical and impracticable.” 

But the scheme of a separate Muslim 
State continued to live and gain ground. This 
was facilitated by the growing differences 
between the Muslim League and the Congress. 
Finally. Jinnah came to sponsor the ‘two- 
nation’ theory and took up the cause in right 
earnest. When the Congress ministries resign¬ 
ed he was overwhelmed with joy and he 
appealed to the Muslims all over India to observe 22 
December, 1939, as “the ‘Day of Deliverance’ and thanks¬ 
giving as a mark of relief that the Congress regime has at 
last ceased to fimction.” 

In March, 1940, the Nfuslim League declared that the 
Muslims in India must have a separate independent State. 
In his presidential address at the Lahore session of the 
Muslim League '(March 1940), Jinnah declared, "If the 
BritidEi Government me te2L% \n earnest and meete to 
aecvtte ^ee an^Wp^nea^ qSl <he T^^e ol "{he ^-con- 


Muslim 
League 
tako.s up 
the cause 
of Pakistan : 
Lahore 
Session 
of the 
League 
( 1940 ) 


•Originally Pakstan. 
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tinent, fhe only course open to us all is to allow the major 
nations separate homelands by dividing India into “auto¬ 
nomous national States/' The Muslim League adopted a 
resolution in this session reiterating its total rejection of tlie 
scheme of Federation embodied in the Government of India 
Act of 1935. It demanded tliat the areas in which the 
Muslims had numerical majority “should be grouped to con¬ 
stitute ‘independent States’ in which the constituent units 
shall be autonomous and sovereign.” In Muslim minority 
ares “adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards” should 
be provided for the protection of the religious, cultural, 
economic, political, administrative and other rights and 
interests of the Muslims. 

The Muslim League by and large succeeded in creating 
an apprehension among the Muslims of the so-called dangers 
of a Congress Government at the Centre and made the 
Muslim public opinion veer round it. No amount of Con¬ 
gress appeals and policy statements could allay their deep- 
rooted fear and distrust of a Hindu-dominated Congress rule. 
The League, it was now evident, would not be satisfied 
with anything but the formation of Pakistan as a State 
of which “Ahmad was the philosopher, Iqbal the prophet 
and Jinnah the statesman-creator.” 

During the period of negotations for Indian co-opera¬ 
tion the Muslim League remained firm in its demand for 
Pakistan. This provided the British Government with a 
good ground to turn do\vn the Congress proposal of a Pro¬ 
visional National Government. But the fall of Rangoon on 
8 March 1942, necessitated another effort to reach an agree¬ 
ment. The British Government decided to send Sir Stafford 
Cn'pps, a member of the British Cabinet, to Ipdia to survey 
the situation and find out a solution after consultations with 
the Indian leaders. 

Cripps* After a week of hectic activities and pro- 

Declaration longed discussions^ Cripps announced his pro- 
(Mardi, 1042) pjjjgjj fgujj g j)ec]aration (30 
March, 1942). The aim of die British Government was 
declared as ^"the earliest possible realisation of self-govem- 
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ment in India.” India was promised Dominion Status wi^h 
the power to secede from the British Commonwealth. A 
constitution-making bodv was to be set up immediately after 
the war was over. The Declaration implicitly suggested a 
partition of India in the long run in case die new constitution 
was found unacceptable l)v any Province or Provinces. The 
Declaration also invited “the immediate and effective parti¬ 
cipation of the leaders of the principal sections of the 
Indian people in the counsels of their country, of the 
Commonwealth and of the United Nations.” 


The Congress 

and the 

Leagne 

reject 

Cripps* 

proposals 


The Cripps’ proposals were rejected by 
both the League and the Congress. The Con¬ 
gress Working Committee in its meeting (11 
April, 1942), reiterated the Congress demand for 
freedom of India before the people could effec¬ 


tively participate in the defence of the country on a national 


basis. The Congress would not be satisfied with mere 


promises for the future. The Working Committee expressed 
^ts disapproval of the proposed composition of the constitu- 
tion-maldng body and the right of the Rulers of the Indian 
States to decide the future of millions of people living in 
these States. The Declaration was criticised for its “accept¬ 
ance beforehand of the novel principle of non-accession 
for a Province/’ which was “a severe blow to the conception 
of Indian unity.” Gandhiji is said to have described the 
Cripps’ Declaration as “a post-dated cheque on a failing 
bank.” 


The Muslim League, while welcoming the implicit 
recognition of the possibility of Pakistan, rejected die Cripps’ 
Declaration because it had given greatest importance and 
priority to the creation of one Indian Union. The League 
reaffirmed its conviction that “the only solution of India’s 


constitutional problem is the Partition of India into 
independent zones.” 


Nehru's 
letter to 


Negotiations for an interim agreement fail¬ 
ed. It was widely known that President 


President 

Iloosevelt 


Franklin D. Roosevelt had a hand behind the 
decision to send the Cripps’ mission. But even 
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the good offices of Col. Louis Johnson, the personal repre¬ 
sentative of the U.S. President, was of no avail. In a per¬ 
sonal letter to President Roosevelt, Jawaliarlal Nehru wrote 
on 12 April, 1942 ; “The failure of Sir Stafford Cripps* 
mission to bring about a settlement between the British 
Government and the Indian people must have distressed 
you, as it has distressed us. As you know, we have 
struggled for long years tor the independence of India, but 
the peril of today made us desire above everything else that 
an opportunity should be given to us to organise a real 
national and popular resistance to the aggressor and invader. 
We were convinced that the right way to do this would 
have been to give freedom and independence to our people 
and ask tliem to defend it. That would have lighted a 
spark in millions of hearts, which would have developc^d 
into a blazing fire of resistance which no aggressor could 
have faced successfully.Unfortunately even tliat (forma¬ 

tion of a truly national Government) was not considered 
feasible or desirable by the British Government. Our 
sympathies, as we have often declared, are with the forces 
fighting against fascism and for democracy and freedom; 
with freedom in our own country, those sympathies could 
have been translated into dynamic action,” It is no 
wonder that the Conservative Cabinet of Winston Churchill 
found it difficult to accept or appreciate the Congress view¬ 
point. 

Quit India Movement ; 

With the failure of the Cripps* mission hopes of a 
Congress-British Government understanding and co-opera¬ 
tion disappeared. The Congress still adhered to its policy 
of resistance to any possible Japanese aggression in India. 
Gandhiji now contemplated an all-out campaign to compel 
British withdrawal from India. His view was that “the 
presence of the British in India is an invitation to Japan to 
invade India Their withdrawal removes the bait.” 
Gandhiji wrote, “Leave India in God's hands, or in modem 
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parlance, to anarchy. Then all parties will fight one 
another like dogs or will, when real responsibility faces 
them, come to a reasonable agreement.” Most of the 
Congress leaders, in spite of their initial doubts, agreed to 
Candhiji’s new policy and plan of campaign. Only Raja- 
gopalachari, who was in favour of the Cripps’ plan and the 
acceptance of the principle of Pakistan, strongly opposed 
Gandhiji s new policy. Immediate British withdrawal, 
Rajagopalachari feared, would leave India to the mercy of 
Japanese aggression With a few followers he resigned 
from the Congress. 


Congress 
adopts the 
'Quit India’ 
Resolution 


On July 14, 1942, the Congress Working 
Committee adopted a resolution demanding 
immediate end of the British rule in India. 
This became famous as the ‘Quit India” 


Resolution. Tlie immediate end of British rule in India 


was necessary, the resolution said, “not only in the interest 
of India, but also for tlie safety of the world and for the 
ending of Nazism, Fascism, Militarism and other forms of 
imperialism and the aggression of one nation over other.” 
The resolution proposed to set up a Provisional Government 
and to convene a Constituent Assembly to draft a constitu¬ 
tion for India after the withdrawal of the British. It also 


made clear that the Congress had no desire to embarrass 
Great Britain or the Allies and had no sympathy for the 
aggressive designs of the Axis group. The Congress was even 
“agreeable to the stationing of the armed forces of the Allies 
in India, should they so desire, in order to ward off and resist 
Japanese or other aggression.” In case of the demand 
being rejected' by the British Government, the Congress 
would be “reluctantly compelled to utilise all the non¬ 
violent strength it might have gathered since 1920, when 
it adopted non-violence as part of its policy for the vindi¬ 
cation of political rights and liberty. Such a widespread 
struggle would inevitably be under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi ” 

The British Government viewed any such idea and 
plan of campaign as rebellion. Naturally, the Viceroy 



THE FINAL STRIDES TO FREEDOM 


125 


took a very grim view of the ‘Quit India’ resolution. He 
refused to even discuss the issue with the Congress. The 
A.I.C.C. met on 7 August, 1942, and the next day, after 
prolonged discussions, passed a resolution deciding to 
launch a mass struggle on non-violent lines on the widest 
possible scale. The Committee requested Gandhijj to 
take the lead and guide the nation in the steps to be taken. 
The Congress made a passionate appeal to all Indian 
nationalists to join the movement for the independence of 
their motherland. Gandhiji in his address proclaimed, 
“I am not going to be satisfied with anything .short of com¬ 
plete freedom.We shall do or die. We shall either free 

India or die in the attempt.” 

Arrest of hand of the government came 

leaders *and down very swiftly. On the morning of 9 
^the^^ August, Gandhiji and other Congress leaders 
movement Were arrested. The Congress was declared 
illegal. The news of the leaders’ arrest mark¬ 
ed the beginning of a widespread movement in India. It 
was hardly possible for such a movement to remain peace¬ 
ful. Even Gandhiji himself was well aware of diat. But 
the arrest of all the notable Congress leaders virtually left 
the movement in the hands of the masses. Naturally, 
the movement took the form of a violent outbreak. This 
included cutting of telegraph and telephone wires, damag¬ 
ing railway lines, raising barricades in cities and towns and 
odier forms of violent demonstrations. The students, as in 
die past, played an important part in the ’42 movement. 
Besides Congressmen, revolutionaries also were very active 
in the movement. Th(j Congress Socialist group also 
played a prominent part. Notable among them were Jaya- 
prakash Narain, Rammonohar Lohia and Aruna Asaf Ali. 
The Government made a determined bid tb crush the move¬ 
ment as quickly as possible. Besides normal repressive 
measures, recourse was taken to machine gun and aerial 
firing. Tliis only increased the people’s fury and led to 
more violent and wider disturbances. In some places like 
Midnapore in West Bengal and Ballia in U.F., even ‘parallel 
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governments' were set up by the people. But ultimately, 
the Government succeeded in bringing the situation under 
its control and the movement lost much of its force. The 
absence of wise leadership was keenly felt. Gandhiji, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other Congress leaders did not 
approve this outbreak of violence. The Muslim League, 
understandably, denounced the Quit India movement. So 
did the leaders of the Depressed Classes. 

The Communist Party of India, after the 
Soviet entry into the Second World War, came 
to regard the War as the ‘Peoples* War* against 
Imperialism and Fascism. The party called on 
the people of India to join hands with the 
Soviet and the British people and others who were fighting 
for freedom. The peoples* victory was “the guarantee of 
India's liberation" and the Communist Party emphasised 
that India's freedom would not come “out of the blood¬ 
stained dagger of the Japanese militarists." The Com¬ 
munists naturally condemned the Quit India movement as 
it was sure to weaken the British as well as Indian war 
efforts. The ‘People's War Policy' also explained the Com¬ 
munist opposition to Subhas Bose and the Indian National 
Anny. The Communists came in for much criticism and 
denunciation for their role in the 1940s. This caused a 
serious breach between the Congress and the Communist 
Party. The Communists were accused of pursuing an anti¬ 
national policy. In October, 1945, the Communist Party 
called upon all Communists to resign from the Congress as 
a protest against the new attitude taken by the Congress 
towards the Communists. The party regretted that leaders 
of the Congress, “our foremost patriotic organisation", had 
failed to rally the nation for achieving freedom, “in alliance 
with progressive forces all over the world”. Instead of 
such a policy and programme, the Congress, the C.P.I. 
accusi^, was following a course that would “divide and dis¬ 
rupt fhe freedom forces themselves.” 

. The wisdom starting the Quit India 

of the^ oSt movement was questioned hy many. But it 


Conirminist 

atUtude 

to the 

Quit 

India 

Movement 
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India 

movement 


achieved certain objectives. The movement 
revealed the pepple’s fighting spirit and their 


desperate longing for freedom. It once again proved the 


hold of the Congress on the masses. It showed how deter¬ 


mined the people were to achieve freedom. No sacrifice 


was too much for reaching that goal. The movement 


served as an eye-opener to the British Government about 
India’s attitude to British imperialism. It was obvious that 


the days of the British were numbered. The '42 move¬ 
ment was the apex of the Indian struggle for freedom It 
was now crystal clear fhat the British would be leaving 
India soon. The question now was how and when. The 
remaining five years witi-.essed tlie working out of the solu¬ 
tion of that problem. 


The Struggle Outside India : 


Bose escapes While the whole nation was in ferment in 

to ermany memorable ’42, the struggle for independ¬ 

ence was carried on by Subhas Bose outside India. His 
difference with Gandhiji and ultimate break off with the 
Congress have already been described. The outbreak of the 
Second World War was considered by Subhas Bose as a 
golden opportunity to wage war against the continuance 
of British rule. In July, 1940, he was arrested. After a 
few months he was released on ground of ill healtli but 
was practically interned in his residence in Calcutta. He 
successfully eluded the police vigilance and escaped out 
of India to reach Berlin in March, 1941. This dramatic 
escape and his astounding journey across several countries 
has now become a legend. Subhas Bose sought to secure 
German help and promise for India’s independence. There 
he worked to raise an Indian legion. He was hailed by 
the Indian community in Germany as Netaji and was 
greeted widi the slogan **Jai Hind.” From Berlin Hadfo 
he regularly broadcasted to India urging his countrymen 
to rise against the British. But he soon felt that SouBi- 
East Asia would be a more suitable ground for his grand 
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scheme of raising a national army to free India from the 
British yoke. Soon came the opportunity he was eagerly 
looking forward to. 


Indian 

rcvfdiitionaries 
in Japan ; 
Tlhsh 

Bctiari Bose 


During the war many Indian revolution¬ 
aries abroad had founded organisations with 
the object of helping the end of British rule 
in India. One such notable organisation was 
the Indian Independence League founded by 


Rash Behari Bose in Japan. This organisation was the out¬ 


come of two Conferences—^the first one held in Tokyo 


(March 1942) and the second in Bangkok (June, 1942). 
The revolutionaries assembled in the Conferences 
decided to form an Indian National Army {Azad 
Hind Fouz) for the liberation of India from British subjec¬ 
tion. The army was to be raised with Indians in the 
South-East Asian countries and Indian soldiers of the British 


Army captured by the Japanese. Capt. Mohan Singh was 
primarily responsible for raising the army. A Council of 
Action was formed with Rash Behari as its President. He 
devoted himself to the organisation of the Indian Indepen¬ 
dence League and the IN.A. on a sound foundation. 
Shortly afterwards, Rash Behari dismissed Mohan Singh, 
whose personal ambition endangered the I.N.A., and took 
over the control of the movement. By April, 1943, Rash 
Bcbiui had succeeded in reorganising the movement. 

The Bangkok Conference, on the initiative 
ftl* Behari, had sent an invitation to 

Belinqui^ent Subhaschandra Bose to come to East Asia. 
n Behan was looking forward anxiously to 

** the day when he could hand over the leader¬ 

ship of the movement to Subhas. In response to die 
invitation from the Bangkok Conference the latter came 
over from Germany to Tokyo in June, 1943, after a most 
amazing sea journey fraught with grave danger. He held 
discussions with die Japanese authorities in course of which 
the ladet promised the independence of India after the 
war. He then went to Singapore where he was warmly 
welcomed by Rash Behari and the latter handed over to 
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Subhas the leadership of the Indian National Army and 
the Presidentship of the Indian Independence League 
amidst great jubilation and enthusiasm. Addressing a 
huge meeting at Singapore (4 July, 1943), Rash Behari 
said : “In your presence today I resign my office and 
appoint Deshsevak Subhaschandra Bose as President of the 
Indian Independence League.India’s best is represent¬ 

ed in him.” Rash Behari did not retire from the struggle 
for independence. Till the very end of his life (21 January, 
1945), he remained a courageous and selfless freedom 
fighter. His relinquishment of power was a unique example 
in the history of revolutionary movements in the world. 
It was Rash Behari who prepared the ground for Subhas- 
chandra in the East and South-East Asia. Paying his tribute 
to the great revolutionary leader, Subhaschandra Bose 
described Rash Behari as “the Father of the Indian 
Independence Movement in East Asia.” 

Subhaschandra Bose infused new life into 
I.N.A. the Indian National Army. He became the 

Campaiga Netaji, the supreme leader of the Aztid Hind 
FouZy and gave the famous battle cry: *Chalo Delhi (On to 
Delhi). He worked out a master plan of campaign for the 
I.N.A. with the ultimate goal of reaching Delhi. A provi¬ 
sional Government of Azad Hind (Free India) was set up. 
Its object was “to launch and to conduct the struggle that 
vdll bring about the expulsion of die British and'of their 
allies from the soil of India.” It called upon the Indian 
people “to strike for India’s freedom,” and “to launch the 
final struggle against the British and all their allies in India 
and to prosecute that struggle with valour and persever- 
‘ ance and with full faith in final victory until the enemy 
is expelled from Indian soil and the Indian people are once 
again a free nation.” The I.N.A. revealed Si^has Bose’s 
greatness as a military leader and organiser. One of the 
i..N.A. Brigades advanced vrith the Japanese army upto 
the frontiers of India. The Indian national Hag was 
hoisted in. Kohima in March, 1944. But with the change 
of jbrtune in the war and the retreat and defeat of £e 
F ~ " ' 0 
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Japanese the I.N.A. collapsed. There were not 
^ ' a few Indian nationalists who disagreed at the 

time with Subhas Bose s ideas and plan of collaboration 
with the Axis group. Yet the patriot^fc of Subhas Bose 
was unquestioned. His grand scheme of India’s liberation 
and the idealism of the I.N.A. movement inspired the 
people in an unprecedented manner. The Azad Hind 
movement is tlius a milestone in the history of the Indian 
stiTiggle for independence. 

The Last Phase : 


In October, 1943, the Viceroy, Lord 
(April, 1S44)* Linlithgow, was succeeded by Lord Wavell. 

The war had now swung in favour of the 
Allies. The change in rhe Indian and the international 
situation necessitated a change in the Congress policy. The 
British Government also showed its willingness to reach a 
settlement. Gandhiji was released in May, 1944. It was, 
however, plainly evident that no solution of the Indian 
problem was possible without the concurrence of the 
Muslim League, C. Rajagopalachari suggested a basis for 
settlement which received the approval of Gandhiji. 
According to the terms of the settlement, the Muslim 
League was to endorse fhe demand for independence and 
co-operate with the Congress in the formation of, a provi¬ 
sional interim Government for the transitional period. 
After the tennination of the war, a commission should be 
appointed for demarcating contiguous districts in the north¬ 
west and east of India, wherein the Muslim population 
had an absolute majority. In such demarcated areas, a 
plebiscite of all the inhabitants should decide the issue of 
separation from India* If the majority decided in favoiu* 
of separation the decision should be given effect to, with¬ 
out jEwejudice to the li^t of districts on the border to 
choose to join either State. In the event of separation, 
mutual agreements should be reached For safeguarding 
defence, commerce and communications and other essen- 
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tial purposes. Transfer of population, if any, should be 
on an absolutely voluntary basis. 

The Rajagopalachari formula provided 
SndS-jfnnah Gandhi-Jinnah talks that took 

Talks place at the latter’s residence in September, 

1944, But the talks which went on for a 
fortnight proved futile. Jinnah, adament as 
ever, turned down the proposals. He also made it clear 
, that partition must come before freedom. Another attempt 
to draft an agreed constitution for India was made by a Con¬ 
ciliation Committee, headed by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
But this also proved ibortive. The deadlock continued. 
Apparently, the initiative for breaking it now lay with the 
British Government. 

In March, 1945, Lord Wavell went to 
Plan London to consult the British Cabinet. True 

(14 Tune, to general exj^ectations he came back with a 

^ plan which was announced on 14 June, 1945. 

The statement referred to the Goyemment’s eagerness to 
break the “political deadlock in India.” The Cripps* oflFer 
of 1942, it stated, “stands in its entirety without change or 


qualification”. 

It further proposed that the Central Executive Council 
would be reconstituted and it should have “a balanced 
representation of the main communities, including equal 
proportion of Moslems and Caste Hindus.” Excepting the 
Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, it would be an 
exclusively Indian Council. The new Council will carry on 
the Government “until a new permanent constitution CH^uId 
be agreed upon and come to force.” On the proposals, the 
Secretary of State, L. S. Amery, said, “We are placing 
India’s inunediate future in Indi^ hands.” 

Lord Wavell summoned a conference of 
Conference Indian political leaders at Simla on 25 June, 
(June, 1945) 1945 ^ discuss the new proposals. But the 

ccmference broke down on the issue of the reconstitution 
of the Viceroy s Council. Jinnah obstinately demanded that 
all the Muslim members of the Council must be members 
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of the Muslim League. Such a proposition was totally un¬ 
acceptable to the Congress which insisted on its national 
character. Significantly, the chief spokesman of the Con¬ 
gress in the conference was Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 
He firmly declared that the Congress “cannot possibly be 
a party to any arrangement, howsoever temporary it may 
be, that prejudices its national character, tends to impair 
the growth of nationalism, and reduces Congress directly 
or indirectly to a communal body.” The Viceroy came in 
for criticism for allowing Jinnah to wreck the new pro¬ 
posals. But the British viewpoint, as siunmed up by 
Coupland, was that “it cannot impose, but it could, at need, 
propose a settlement.” 

In the British General Election of 1945 
Ministiy the Labour Party was, voted to power. The 
Changed new Prime Minister, Mr. Clement Attlee, and 
^ the Secretary of State, Lord Pethick 

Lawrence, were keen on granting, independence to India 
at an early date. The Labour Government had genuine 
sympathy for Indian aspiration. Besides that there were 
other influencing factors. Post-war Britain’s military 
power and her economy were in a ruinous condition. The 
explosive Indian situation and the inevitable end of the 
Empire in the near future were also Weighty considerations. 
After a brief visit to London for consultations, Lord Wavell 
made a new policy broadcast on 19 September, 1945. He 
annuonced that elections to the central and provincial 
legislatures would be held in the coming winter and 
responsible ministries would be formed in the provinces. A 
constitution-making body would be convened as soon as 
possible. The Viceroy would, after the elections, discuss 
the form of the constitution-making body with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the major parties and oi the Indian States. 

The Government intended, as the Viceroy axmounced, 
to bring into being an Executive Council, soon after the 
provincial elections, “which will have ^e support of the 
main Indian parties.” He appealed for Indiim co-opdra- 
tion and help in the *early r^satkm of full self-gov^- 
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ment in India/' 

IN A Trial Congress and the Muslim League 

" began to make hectic preparations for the 
coming elections. In the midst of these the Government 
instituted a public trial of the Azad Hind Fouz soldiers on 
charges of treason. The trial only helped to rouse the 
people's patriotic emotion to fever-heat. Till now they 
knew very little of the LN.A. movement and organisation. 
The exploits of the I.N.A., led by Netaji, stirred the whole 
nation and the country- was thrilled with excitement. The 
Congress took up the deience of the I.N.A. leaders on trial 
and set up a panel of lawyers which included Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Bhulabhai Desai. The I.N.A. leaders were con¬ 
victed. But their sentences were soon remitted and ultim¬ 
ately they were set free 

On 18 February, 1946, the ratings of the 
Sr^ratin^ Signal School in Bombay revolted against 
of the “untold hardships regarding pay and food and 

Navy the most outrageous racial discrimination." 

They were soon joined by ratings of other 
naval establishments. The revolt was possibly influenced 
by the I.N.A movement and its popular patriotic strength. 
Tlie situation tended to take a serious turn before it ended 
a few days later, 'mainly owing to the efforts of 
Vallabhbhai Patel. 

In the- elections to the Central Assembly and the 
Provincial Legislatures, the Muslim League won most of 
the Muslim seats and the Congress the General seats.On 
19 February, 1946, Mr. Clement Attlee announced in the 
House of Commons the decision to send a special mission 
to India. It was to consist of three British Cabinet 
Members, viE., Lord Pethick Lawrence, Secretary of State 
for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, President of the Board of 
Trade and A. V, Alexander, First Lord of the Admiralty. 
The Cabinet Mission, as it came to be called, was to seek 
an agreement on the Constituticnial issue with the Indian 
poh'tical leaders. 
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Mission 

Plan 


The announcement was widely welcomed 
in India. By now it was quite clear that Indian 
independence was only a question of time and 
finalisation of details. The Cabinet Mission arrived in 
March, 1945. The members held extensive discussions in 
conjunction with the Viceroy, with the Congress, the 
League and other Indian bodies. But no agreed settle* 
ment on the constitutional issue could be reached. The 
League, however, stood firm in its demand for Pakistan 
while the Congress vigorously opposed the ‘two-nation" 
theory. Jinnah was even opposed to the formation of 
Pakistan, consisting of the areas demanded by him, if it 
was to be a separate federation of the Indian Union. In the 
absence of an agreed solution, the Cabinet Mission 
announced its own recommendations on 16 May, 1946. 
The main principles of the recommendations were diat 
Indian unity was to be retained while giving concessions to 
the Muslim demand. Phis was to be achieved by granting 
regional autonomy, 

It recommended a Federal Union to which the Indian 
Princely States could accede later. There was to be a divi- 
son of federal and provincial powers. There was provision 
for subordinate imions between individual provinces. Each 
Province had the right to opt out of the Federal Union after 
the first election of its Legislative Council under the new 
constitution. An Interim National Government was to be 
set up till a new constitution could be drav^m up by a Con¬ 
stituent Assembly. The Constituent Assembly would con¬ 
sist’ of members to be elected on a communal basis by the 
provincial Legislative Assemblies, and the representatives 
of the Princely States which would join the Union. 

Both the Muslim League and the Congress 
found it difficult to either accept or reject the 
ingenious Cabinet Mission jJan in its entirety. 
The Muslim League, while accepting the plan, 
reasserted its goal of sovereign Pakistan. The 
Congress disagreed vrith the prindple of deter¬ 
mining the number of members ^d with die basis of 


The Con¬ 
gress and 
the Leajgue 
response to 
Cabinet 
Mission 
Wan, 
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representation in the Interim Government. On this issue 
the Congress rejected the proposal for an Interim Govern¬ 
ment, thou^ it agreed to participating in the Constituent 
Assembly in order to draft die Constitution. The Muslim 
League now urged on the Viceroy to proceed with the 
plan of an Interim Government. But the Viceroy refused 
to do so in the absence of Congress participation in the 
Interim Government. The Viceroy intended the Interim 
Government to be foimed by both the League and the 
Congress representatives. He made a renewed offer to 
both the parties to form an Interim Government. The 
League and the Congress widely differed on their inter¬ 
pretation of the Cabinet Mission Plan. The Muslim League 
now formally withdrew its acceptance of the Cabinet 
Mission Plan. 

TK* M 1 - On the refusal of die Muslim League to 

League'****” johi the Interim Government the Viceroy 
observes invited Jawaharlal Nehru—the President of 
Action Day” Congress, to form the Interim Government. 

August, The Viceroy’s offer was accepted by the Con- 
^ ' gress Working Committee. The Muslim I^gue 

was enraged. It decided to observe 16 August, 1946, as 
"Direct Action Day*' to give expression to its wounded feel¬ 
ings and for the achievement of die goal of Pakistan. The 
day passed off without much imtoward incident in most 
parts of die country. But in Calcutta it witnes.sed a most 
shocking out-burst of cfnnmunal frenzy. The city and 
suburbs had a terrible blood bath rightly dubbed as the 
‘Great Calcutta Kilh’ng.’ Large-scale murders, mob attacks, 
arson and piUage went on unchecked for the next few days 
widi the . connivance of the League Ministry in Bengal. 

The Interim The Interim Government headed by 
Govenunent Jawaharlal Nehru was sworn in on 2 Septem¬ 
ber, 1946. Shortly aftei wards, the Viceroy succeeded in 
persuading the Muslim Lea^e to join the Interim Govern¬ 
ment But the League and me Congress members forming 
die Government could not work as a team. This was only 
natural because of the wide divergence in their ideas, views 
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and objectives. Smooth running and functioning of the 
Government was, as bound to be, seriously affected. The 
League openly denounced the idea of collective respons¬ 
ibility of the ministry. Outbreak of serious and widespread 
communal riots, iBrst at Noakhali in East Bengal and then 
in Bihar, made the situation only more tense and deplor- 
Communol Commimal riots soon began to spread in 

riots different parts of tlie country like a malignant 

disease. The brave noble efforts of Gandhiji who went on a 
peace mission in the affected areas, had of course a sobering 
effect. But even he could not stop the fratricidal fight 
altogether. 

When the Muslim League members were 
dovemment taken in the Interim Government, it was given 
declaration to understand that the League would also join 
o IX) icy Constituent Assembly. But to the great 

surprise and dismay of all concerned the League announced 
that it would not participate in the Constituent Assembly 
which was due to ipeet on 9 December, 1946. To find a 


way out of the baffling situation a meeting of the represen¬ 
tatives of the parties concerned was convened in London 
by the Secretary of State. The outcome of the meeting 
was, as expected, not an agreement but an announcement 
by ^e British Government. It was declared that the British 
Government would not implement any constitution drafted 
by a Constituent Assembly unrepresented by a large sec¬ 
tion of the people, at least so far as the provinces with a 
Muslim majority were concerned. The announcement 
elated the Musl^ League and Jinnah now found himself 
in a very favourable position to clinch the issue in favour 
of a sovereign Pakistan. On the other hand, apprehen¬ 
sions of an impending partition deepened. ‘ 

The Constituenb Assembly met without 
Constituent Muslim League members on 9 December, 

Assembly 1946. Dr. Rajendm Pjasad was elected as the 
'^sident. The Ccmstituent Assembly set on its work in 
ri^t earnest. But the situation continued to be tense. The 
Congress demanded the resignation of the League memb^ 
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of the Interim Government in view of Iheir boycotting 
the Constituent Assembiv while the League from outside 
continued to press its demand for Pakistan. The country 
in the midst of all these uncertainties was passing through 
a curious stage or suspense, fear and expectation. 

On 20 February, 1947, Prime Minister 
Attlee made the historic announcemept that 
the British.would quit India by June, 1948, 
and necessarv steps for the transfer of power to 
responsible Indian hands must be taken withih 
that period. This was a very bold decision, 
Attlefe believed that unless a date-line was fixed for the 
transfer of . power to Indian hands, there would never be a 
solution to the problem. He was strongly opposed to the 
continuance of the British rule in India for any longer 
period. It is generally believed that the Viceroy Lord 
Wavell did not agree with the decision of announcing a 
fixed date-fine. 

Widespread Lord Mountbatten succeeded Lord Wavell 

communal as Viceroy in Miuch, 1947, to take the neces- 
"0^ sary steps and to make arrangements for the 

transfer of power. The historic pronouncement caused great 
excitement and not a little elation in many parts of India. 
The Muslim League now sought to strengthen its hold on 
the Muslim majority provinces. It again took recourse to 
'Direct Action* to vindicate and popularise its demand for 
Pakistan. Hie result was an orgy of communal riots 
tlu-oughout the country. Communal frenzy and mob 
violence was at its worst in the Punjab. It resulted in loss 
of t}|ousands of fives, properties worth millions of rupees 
and coimtless of people were rendered homeless destitutes. 

The tragic course of events and the grim lessons of 
the last few months brought the people face to face with 
the stark reality. Partition had become unavoidable. The 
Congress, much against its cherished ideal and wishes, had 
to be reconciled to this solution. But the Congress appeal 
to the Muslim League for a peaceful transfer of power 
evoked no favourable response. 


Attlee’s 
announce¬ 
ment of the 
decision to 
quit India 
(20 Febru¬ 
ary, 1947) 
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Efforts of Immediately after his assumption of office 

Lord on 24 March, 1947, Lord Mountbatten started 

Mountbatten discussions with Indian political leaders. A 
man with jirasp, foresighf and understanding, he appreciat¬ 
ed the complexity and reality of the situation. So he 
earnestly sought to work out a practical solution of the 
problem He held free and frank ^scussions with Gandhiji, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and other 
Congress leaders. He was largely instrumental in making 
them agree to the sad but inevitable solution of the parti¬ 
tion of India. It was also accepted that the provinces of 
Bengal and Pimjab would be partitioned on the basis of 
majority population in the districts. 

After holding some more discussions with 
announce- League and the Congress leaders, he ffiial- 

ment of ised his plan and got it approved by the British 
h-ansfS”of*^ Cabinet. Lord Mountbatten announced the 
power plan on 3 June, 1947, simultaneously with tlie 

^947)”^’ British Prime Minister who announced it in the 

House of Commons. The next day in a Press 
Conference the Viceroy announced that the transfer of 
power wovild be effected probably about 15 August., 1947. 
The important points of ihe procedure for the partition and 
the transfer of power from British to the Indian hands were 
as follows : — 


power 
(3 June, 
1947) 


1. If the people of the Muslim - majority areas so 
desire, they would be allowed to form a ^separate 
Dominion. A new Constituent Assembly would be 
constituted for ihat purpose. 

2. In case there is paitition, there will be a partition 
of Bengal and the Punjab if the representatives of 
die non-Moslem majority districts of the two pro¬ 
vincial legislative assembhes so desire. 

3. The Legislative Assembly of Sind would decide as 
to whether its i^onstitutton should be framed by 
the existing or a new and separate Cmistituent 
Assei^bly. 

4. “In view of its special position” a referendum 
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would be taken in the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince to ascertain wheljlier it would join Pakistan 
or remain in India. 

5. In case of partition of Bengal there will be a refer¬ 
endum in Ae district of Sylhet (Assam) to ascertain 
whether thjB people would join the new province 
of East Bengal. 

6. In case of partition of the Punjab and Bengal a 
Boundary Commission will be set up to demarcate 
the exact boundary line. 

7. Legislation would be introduced in the current 
session of the Parliament “for the transfer of power 
in 1947 on a Dcminion Status basis to one or two 
successor authorities according to the decisions 
taken under the plan. This will be witliout pre¬ 
judice to the right of the Constituent Assemblies to 
decide in .due ^imse whether the parts of India 
which they represent will remain within the 
British Commonwealth”. 


j'lobiscite Congress accepted the plan but not 

in without dissenting voices. The Muslim 

N.W.F.P. League, though opposed to the partition of 
Bengal and the Punjab, accepted the plan reluctantly. The 
Partition was a bitter pill to swallow for many who had so 
long fought with the ideal of secular nationalism and a 
united Indian nation. The Hindu Mahasabha also strongly 
opposed the partition of India. Abdul Ghaffar Khan and 


-Other Red Shirt leaders were opposed to the decision con¬ 
cerning the Frontier Province. They wanted that the 
people of the Province should be given the right to opt for 
a separate independent State—^Pakhtoonistan. This was 
stoutly opposed by Jinnah and consequently turned down 
by the British . Government The Red Shirts boycotted the 
referendum when it took place and the plebiscite went in 


favour of joining Pakistan. 

East Bengal, the West Punjab, .Sind, and 
IndS^OTd- Baluchistan opted for Pakistan. West Bengal 
«nce Act^ and the East Punjab opted for India. The 
(July, 1947) plebiscite in Sylhet district went in favour of 
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, joining Pakistan by a majority vote. In July the Indian 
Independence Bill was introduced in the British Parliament 
and was passed without anv dissent, receiving Royal assent 
on 18 Tuly, 1947. August 15, 1947, was fix^ as the date 
of the hi’ansfer of power. The Indian Independence Act, 
1947, provided for the new Independent Dominion of 
Pakistan with two wings. Pakistan was to comprise Sind, 
British Baluchistan, N.W.F.P., the West Punjab and East 
Bengal. The exact boundaries of the last two provinces 
were to be demarcated by two Boundary Commissions, 
each consisting of two nominees of the Congress and two of 
the Muslim League. The Chairman of both the Commis¬ 
sions was Sir Cyril Radcliffe. In. case of disagreement 
between the members, the Chairman was to give his award. 
In each of the two independent Dominions of India and 
Pakistan.there was to be a Governor-General, though there 
was provision for one Governor-General for both the 
Dominions, if they so desired.* The jurisdiction of the 
British Parliament over British India was to cease from 
15 August, 1947. 

Lord Moimtbatten became the Governor-General of 
the Dominion of India and M. A. Jinnah, the Governor- 
General of Pakistan. Most of the Princely States, geograph¬ 
ically contiguous to India, acceded after prolonged 
negotiations, to the Indian Dominion by signing Ae Instru¬ 
ment of Accession and the Standstill Agreement with India 
before 15 August, 1947. This difficult task of integration 
of the Princely States was accomplished mainly by the 
efforts of Sardar Patel. The only potable exceptions were 
the States of Hyderabad and Junagadh. 

The Constituent Assembly of Pakistan 
1947 ^4 August, and elected Jinnah as its 

of Free President. The Dominion of Pakistan officially 
” came into being on 15 August, 1947. A specid 

session of the Constituent Assembly of the Indian Union 


. *The Muslim Leantue rafused to accept tlie idea of having <me 
Oovemor-General for boUi the Dominions. 



THE FINAL STRIDES TO FREEDOM 


141 


was held at Delhi on the night of 14 August. The great 
moment for which the nation had wrou^t so loDg had at 
last come. Jawaharlal Nehru in his memorable address 
to die Assembly and the nation said, "At the stroke of the 
midnight hour, when die world sleeps, India will awake 
to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but 
rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, 
when the age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long 
suppressed, finds utterance. It is fitting that at diis solemn 
moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service of 
India and her people and to die still larger cause of 
humanity.” Gandhiji, as was his selfless wont, spent the 
days of glory far away from the capital, in Calcutta, 
absorbed in the mission of restoring communal harmony. 
The national movement had at long last achieved its goal. 
The feeling of the nation was one of ecstasy and great 
expectations veiled with a sense of parting with the millions 
of brothers of East Bengal and the West Punjab. But that 
day of triumph of the national movement will remain 
written in letters of gold in the history of the Indian people. 
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